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In Russia’s Hinterland, a Communist Growl 





By Lee Hockstader 

Washington Post Service 


hhtteri^Sfe W ~ h n S^y happens in the Russian 
m a %ctoy^ auditorium, say, or a 
jwrea&oa ball crammed with tbe CommnnistfeitiifuL 
That is where Gennadi A. Zyuganov, presidential 
SSSS. and leader of (he CoramSst Pm^stSts 
talking tough. The present, he said tbe other day, is the 
U S e ?. nightmare in Russian history. Tdevisioa, 
wmch has no right to comment on me,” is run by 
semn who desec rate cvety holy thing in oar his- 
tory. The current government is in the hw»fa of 
hare and “haters of Russia. ” 

And then there is the monument in Moscow to 
Russia s greatest poet — “poor Pushkin surrounded 
by signs in En glish .” 

A? his_ front-running caiididacy gears up mm? 
weete before Russia’s presidential election Jane 16, 
Mr. Zyuganov is marrying the resentful, xenophobic 
strains of nationalism with crowd-pleasing themes of 
Soviet nostalgia, historical revisionism and tild-fosb- 
loned socialism. Thai message has been fiTKnglmih 
from Siberia in the east to Smolensk in die west. . 
Elderly men and stout women pin war medals to their 
chests and throng to hear Mr. Zyuganov gyaV' They . 
come far die Chance to bear that old-time Communist 


religion: State control must be reasserted, intones Mr. 
Zyuganov. Industries must be renationalized. The 
Soviet Union cared aboat “social justice.' ’ 

The party faithful gets what it comes for. but these 
days it is heavily spiced with new-age nationalism. In 
Moscow news conferences and meetings with Western 
businessmen in Europe, Mr.. Zyuganov presents a 
friendly fac e aodopen-for-busincss message tailored to 
hake him seem every inch die social rfemoorffl. On the 
stomp, however, his message appears to be different. 

Speaking before huge heroic templates of Lenin 
and die hammer-and-sickJe banners of Soviet power. 
Mr. Zyuganov casts doubt on whether die Com- 
munists’ tree intentions are really as.tame as they say. 
Last week, for instance, in denouncing the collapse of. 
the Soviet Union, his angry tone appeared to dash 
with dm gradual, voluntary process of reintegration 
described in die party’s electoral platform. 

“Those liars win not separate us again,” be said, 
shaking his fist “We win unite!” * 

While Mr. Zyuganov has courted Western in- 
vestors, assuring them a warm welcome under a 
Communist government, in a campaign s wing th r ough 
Smolensk be sounded a distinctly anti-Western note. 

“If you come to downtown Moscow today, you’ll 
see poor Pushkin surrounded by signs in. English,” he 
said indignantly. ’You wouldn't see that in any Afric- 


an capital. As if this problem couldn’t be solved 
simply by die Moscow mayor’s office imposing a tax 
on every Larin letter. Those signs would be translated 
into Russian the next day! ' ’ 

And when it comes to Russia's place in the world, he 
makes it plain that die status quo wig not do. 

“No <»e respects die Russian Federation any longer, 
no one reckons with it,” he complained. “I remember 
how at official embassy receptions, no one left before 
clinking glasses with the ambassadors of the Soviet 
Union and the United States, because they respected 
this country, reckoned with it, and not a single im- 
portant problem was solved before it voiced its opinion. 
Now look at the new borders of tbe Russian Federation. 
Who are its allies? Where are its markets?” 

Vladimir V. Zhirinovsky, the ult ra nati o nalis t lead- 
er, used that kind of rhetoric to great effect in par- 
liamentary campaigns last year and in 1993. These 
days Mr. Zyuganov sounds nearly as extreme as Mr. 
Zhirinovsky — whose support be clearly is courting. 


J*c vrl* 


i ri 


His dil emma is how to bold together a coalition of 
strange ideological bedfellows. On the one hand, he 
must satisfy party moderates, who include both die 
provincial rank and file and a few millionaires in 
Moscow. On die other hand, he tries to appeal to 
Communist hard-liners such as General Valentin Var- 
ennikov, former commander of Soviet ground forces. 
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A farmer with a Lenin banner 
protesting Wednesday In Moscow. 


Record Suit 
For Sexual 
Harassment 


By Kirstin Downey Gritns 

Washington Part Service 


WASHINGTON —The federal 
government has Seda lawsuit that 
accuses die U.S. subsidiary of Ja-‘ 
pan’s Mitsubishi Motors Cotp. of 
aflowingmale employees aiidman- 
agers at an BKnois plant to sexually 
harass hundreds of female wpaik- 


The ’ US. Etpol Employment 
Oppodrmby Cosmznssiori said in bs 
suit diat nude employees at the Mit- 
subishi plant in Normal, Illinois, 
engaged in repeated “groping, 
grabbing and touching’* ofiernale 

its a conditioD nf e mp lo ym ent, and 
forced their resignations if they 
complained of the treatment. 

hi a statement about die suit, die 
agency’s vice c hairman , Paul Ig- 
asald, sad die men'caBed women 
employees “slots, whores .and 
bitches and other names which I 
cannot repeat” in die workplace. 
They placed dra w ing s of genitals, 
breasts and various sexual acts, 
labeled with female employees* 
names, on car fenders and card- 
board signs along the auto as- 
sembly line, he said. Between 500 
and 500 women w we affected by 
the behavior, the agency said. 

Gary Shultz, vice president and 
general counsel for the subsidiary, 
Mitsubishi Motor Manufacturing 
of America Inc., denied the alleg- 
ations and said, die, commission's 
lawsuit and public comments on the 
allegations were motivated by elec- 
tion-year politics, 

“Hus is a mean streak,” Mr. 
Shultz said. “S is more than unfair. 
They’re trying itin the public.?’ 

In an earlier statement, Mr. 
Shultz said that “discrimination of 
any kind wifi never be, and has 
never been, tolerated at this 
plant:” 



Airbus Inches a Bit More Into Rich Chinese Market 


• By Barry James 

International HfraldTribune 


See SUIT, Page 6 


PARIS — The SIS billion sale of 33 Airbus In- 
dustrie jets to China announced on Wednesday was 
small change by the standards of the high-flying 
aviation business. 

And for France, which bad to endure accusations 
tfaa it was selling ota on human rights in exchange for 
industrial orders and a visit by the Chinese mime 
minister, Ii Peng, the trade spin-offs were hardly 
spectacular either. 

But for Airbus, the deal has at least served to finally 
loosen the. grip of Boeiog Co. on a potentially enorm- 
ous market, and raised hopes of die European con- 
sortium that it wifi win hundreds of new meters in 
coming years. 

For years, the four-nation consortium — which 


groups Deutsche Airbus, a Daimler-Benz unit; 
Aerospatiale of Ranee; British Aerospace PLC, and 
ConstruccionesAeronanticasSAofSpain — has fought 
Boeing for a market estimated at more than 1,300 
aircraft and $100 billion over die next two decades. 

But so far, it has had only a foot in the door, with 24 
aircraft sold or leased to China and 16 mare on order. 

.Mr. Li significantly improved Airbus’s stake by 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


signing the order for 30 A320 medium-range jets, 20 of 
them cm option, and confirming an existing order for 
three long-range A34Q&. As a further sign of favor, he 
will visit the headquarters of the consortium in 
Toulouse on Saturday before flying home. 

Airbus hopes thar these contacts will lead to a major 
expansion in its share of the market. In expectation of 


this, the consortium has built big facilities in Beijing, 
including a $50 million service and training center. 
Early tins year. Lei YL, vice president for Airbus sales 
in China, told the official Xinhua press agency that 
Airbus was aiming to capture at least half the China 
market for new aircraft in the next 20 years. 

Airbus has about a third of tbe world market for 
aircraft with more than 100 seats. 

China’s latest five-year plan, starting this year, 
forecasts growth in the industry of 12 percent a year, or 
a doubling of traffic by the end of tbe century. 

The six main state-owned airfeies in China own a lease 
325 passengar and cargo aircraft, of which nearly 60 
percent are Boeings and 14 percent McDonnell Douglas. 

Beijing put aircraft orders on hold more than a year 
ago as the government concentrated on improving 


See DEALS, Page 6 


AGENDA 


U.S. to Expel Sudanese Diplomat 


Lower Castes Hold the Key to India’s Election 


UNITED NATIONS, New York 

(AP) — The United States is expelling 
a Sudanese diplomarwhom it accuses 
of aidmg terrorists plotting toblow up 
t he United Nations and assa ss in a te 
President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt 

U.S. officials told Ahmed Yousif 
Mohammed, a second secretary at :ti» 
Sudanese missi on 'to dm United Na- 
tions, on Tuesday that he bad two 
days to leave the country, James P. 
Rubin, a spokesman at the U.S. mis- 
sion, said Wednesday. 

“Om understanding is that me gen- 
tleman wifi depart die United States 
within the required 48 hours,” a Ui5. 
official said: 


MOETWO 

bidonesim Corruption Ls a Burden 


By John F. Bums 

New York Tones Service 


THE AMERICAS . . Pmam 3. 

CUnton Defendg Bosnia Policy 
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Seoul’s Defense Cost OS. BiUums 


German Joblessness Rises 


Unemployment in Germany 
climbed to a postwar record for the 
third straight month in March, piitting 

pressure on the government to take 
steps to help die economy. (Page 11) 


LUCKNOW. India — As the setting 
sun spread a gokien hue over the wheat- 
fields that embrace his ancestral village, 
Ram Ujagar Yadav sat in a grove of 
eucalyptus trees and mused aloud about 
the votes that be and tens of millions of 
other lower-caste Indians will cast in the 
general election next month. 

For now, Mr. Yadav said the other 
day, he will await tbe emergence of 

whar many around here know as the/iza, 


a scot of buzz that develops before the 
election. Many of India's 600 million 
villagers rely o a it to reach a political 
consensus on who suits their interests 
best 

“For whomsoever the fiza is good, 
we’ll vote for him,” Mr. Yadav said. 
Then, warming to his topic, tbe 35-year- 
old former gave a clue. “When I went to 
the teahouse the other day, they said the 
fiza was for Mulayam Singh Yadav. So 
I suppose we’ll end op voting for Mu- 
layam Singh.” 

The key to the politics of Chedi Pur- 


wa, Mr. Yadav’s hamlet of thatched, 
mud-faced homes about 80 kilometers 


(50 miles) from this capital of Uttar 
Pradesh state, is that all 25 families who 


Pradesh state, is that all 25 families who 
live there, clustered about a single well, 
share die surname Yadav. It is a signal 
of their station in the ancient social, 
economic and religious hierarchy 
known as caste. 

The Yadavs, a cow-herding clan that 
remains mostly confined to working the 
fields and other manual labor, are 


See INDIA, Page 6 


Haw ia ta n d Prices 


Dose of Caution on the Herbal High 9 
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By Marian Burros and Sarah Jay 

New York Tones Service 
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NEW YORK — A Chinese herb that has been used for 
centuries to treat upper-respiratory problems is becoming 
increasingly popular with youn£ people, who are using it as 
an alternative to illegal recreational drugs. 

The herb, called ma huang or ephedra, is sold under 
names like Herbal Ecstacy, Goud 9 and Ultimate Xphoria 
by small companies that have boldly marketed it as a legal 
high since a 1994 law excluded dietary supplements, herbs 
among them, from regulation as drags under most cir- 
cumstances. 

[The Food and Drug Administration warned Wednesday 
against using diet supplements containing ephedra, saying 
they posed serious health risks. Renters reported from 


Washington. The agency said the products contained 
ephedrine. a component of the herb and amphetamine-like 
stimulant that can have dangerous effects on the nervous 
system and bean Possible adverse effects of ephedrine 
range from heart attack, stroke, seizures, psychosis and 
death to less serious ones such as rfizzinfi« and irregular 
heartbeat, h said. 

[The FDA said that many of the products bore labels 
implying they could produce a “high” and it said it 
considered tins type of promotion and these claims to 
violate the food ana drag law, even as amended in 1994. It 
said it was oomnnned to take any action needed to remove 
such products from the market.] 

Dr. David A. Kessler, the Food and Drag Administration 


See DRUG, Page 6 
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World Bank 
Will Call 
For Bosnia 
Jobs Plan 


Wolfensohn to Ask 
Donor Countries to 
Pledge $1.2 Billion 


By Alan Friedman 

International Herald Tribune 


IrmrQniUBfhrkdm/Kmam 

Amnesty International protesters rallying in Paris on Wednesday against China’s human rights record and the visit of its prime minister. Page 6. 


PARIS — The president of the World 
Bank said Wednesday that he would call 
for an enormous job creation program to 
employ former combatants in Bosnia 
when government officials meet in 
Brussels this weekend to try to raise 
$1.2 billion of reconstruction aid. 

James Wolfensohn, the World Bank 
chief, who visited Sarajevo last week, 
said he would tell representatives of 
donor governments at the conference 
that “you have 250,000 soldiers being 
demobilized in the federation of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina and we can only achieve 
enduring peace when they have jobs.” 

Mr. Wolfensohn said in an interview 
that his plan to create employment 
through public works and infrastructure 
programs should be treated by govern- 
ments as “the top priority." 

The jobs call was backed Wednesday 
by Carl Bildt, the senior civilian ad- 
ministrator in Sarajevo, who emphas- 
ized die importance of getting funds 
approved quickly at the Brussels meet- 
ing. Mr. Bildt said many jobs also would 
be created in the longer term when ur- 
gently needed projects — tbe rebuilding 
of roads, rail lines, electricity plants and 
telecommunications systems — get un- 
der way. 

“One quarter of a milli on men are 
currently being demobilized,” Mr. 
Bildt said, “and the armies of soldiers 
must not turn into the armies of the 
unemployed.” 

But he said be was still worried that 
governments attending the donors con- 
ference might not come up with tbe 
remaining $1.2 billion of the $1.8 bil- 
lion that is needed this year. About $600 
million was pledged for 1996 at the first 
donors conference, held in December. 

The World Bank has estimated that 
Bosnia will need $5.1 billion over the 
next three years, including the $1.8 bil- 
lion this year. 

Mr. Bildt said he sent letters Tuesday 
to the heads of 38 of the more than 50 
governments that would attend the con- 
ference, making what he termed “a 
personal and urgent last-minute appeal 
for more funds.” 

Separately, Mr. Bildt said in Sarajevo 
on Wednesday that Bosnian Serbs were 
now in “full compliance and will be 
invited to the conference” on Friday 
and Saturday, which is being co- 
sponsored by the European Union and 
the World Bank. 

Bosnian Serb participation at tbe con- 
ference — and access to reconstruction 
aid — had been conditional on the re- 
lease of prisoners, but Mr. Bildt said the 
Serbs fulfilled this when they released 
their last three known prisoners of war 
TUesday. 

But be warned of possible sanctions if 
indicted Bosnian Serbs like Radovan 
Karadzic, the political leader, and Ratko 
Mladic, tbe army chief, were not handed 
over soon to the UN war crimes 
tribunal. 

“Unfortunately there are indicted 
war criminals running around all over 
the place, and drey, have not been de- 
livered,” he said. “What I fmd par- 


See BOSNIA, Page 6 


New Yorker: 


A Last Spin 


By Clyde Haberman 

New York Times Service 


NEW YORK — A chance is 
taking place in the auto world that 
may come as a Mow to those who 
feel the city has already endured its 
share of slings and arrows. With the 
1996 model year soon coming to an 
end, Chrysler will retire the 
longest-running American model 
name: the New Yorker. 

Nothing personal. New York. 
“Don’t tell New Yorkers that we 
dropped them — it’s not true.” said 
Molly Schwartz, a Chrysler 
spokeswoman. 

It’s merely a case of the company 
wanting to “simplify its lineup,” 
Ms. Schwartz explained. It has two 
top-of-the-line models that cost 
about $30,000 but are basically the 
same: the New Yorker, whose 
name is 57 years old, andtbeLHS, 
a sleek concoction introduced four 
years ago but now for outselling die 
older version. 

It struck Chrysler that one of the 
nameplates could go. Ms. Schwartz 
said- And Use LHS, its name taken 
from the in-house designation for 
the car’s frame, seems to appeal 
more to younger buyers. So, after 
die 3,270 autos for tbe 1996 line, 
it’s farewell New Yorker. 
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At a Crossroads / Corruption a Burden 


• esff 


Indonesia’s Next Step 


By Edward A. Gargan 

AVm York Times Sen-ire 


J AKARTA — Take a cab here or a local 
flight, stay in a hotel, smoke a clove ci- 
garette. watch a private television station, 
make a cellular phone call, buy a Mercedes 
sedan or a Kawasaki motorcycle, put sugar in 
your coffee — in each case, some of the money 
lands in a business controlled or owned, in whole 
or in part, by a relative of President Suharto. 
Beyond the first family. Mr. Suharto's closest 


friends control vast business empires, including 

; conferred 


monopolies and exclusive concessions 
by the grace of the president. 

Some things never seem to change in In- 
donesia. where nepotism, favoritism and cor- 
ruption have long been ubiquitous. Small and 
medium-sized businesses pay licensing fees off 
the books. Judges are paid to settle cases. Sweet- 
heart deals are struck between foreign investors 
and local interests. Indonesia is, in the view of 
Transparency International, a Berlin-based 
watchdog organization, the most corrupt country 
on earth. 

Yet that is just one of the things that must 
change, economists and government officials 
say, if Indonesia, like many developing countries 
before it wants to get to the next rung on the 
ladder. 

A nation of 1 90 million people. 350 languages 
and 13.000 islands. Indonesia has already 
climbed from brutal poverty toward the lower tier 
of middle-income nations in less than three dec- 
ades under Mr. Suharto. But apprehension about 
the future is beginning to grow — even as the 
country, the most populous in Southeast Asia, 
seems ready to become the region's dominant 
force. 

“We are at a crossroads," said Rizal Ramli, 
the managing director of Econit, a private eco- 
nomic research and consulting concern in 
Jakarta. “What will happen after Suharto? 
There’s a lot of jitters.” 

That is because the country's remarkable 
growth spurt under Mr. Suharto, who is now 75, 
has not come without some heavy costs and 
lingering problems. 

There is virtually no functioning legal system 
in which to resolve commercial disputes. Foreign 
investors are forced to endure repeated and oner- 
ous tax audits. The perception that the economic 
benefits of growth are unequally shared is wide- 
spread and deepening. 

That is just die beginning. Thousands of low- 
paying, low-tech factories, producing clothing, 
shoes, electronics and toys for export, are at the 
core of Indonesia’s enviable recoid of growth. 
But their day is almost done. Countries with even 
lower labor costs, such as Bangladesh, Cam- 
bodia, China and Vietnam, are now luring in- 
ternational manufacturers. 

What is more, the fast-charging economy is 
plagued by inflation and a growing foreign 
debt 

As Indonesia moves rapidly toward the eco- 
nomic milestone of gross domestic product equal 
to SI .000 per capita, the government says things 
are still going in the right direction, citing a sharp 
increase in foreign investment for example. Yet 
even senior officials feel the need to add some 
key caveats. 

“The economy is booming,” said Saleh Afiff, 
the coordinating minister for the economy, fin- 
ance and development supervision. “If you look 
at the next five years, we are very optimistic. The 
policy of growth alone is easy. But in our policy, 
we have to think about three things: growth, 
equity and economic and political stability.” 

Mamdti Usman, who heads the finance and 
monetary analysis body for the Finance Ministry, 
added: “We can compete, but we have to be 
efficient, more efficient ” 


COMING UP 

To China's current party leaders, Wang Li, 
one of the last surviving leaders of the 
Cultural Revolution , personifies some of the 
most violent excesses of that period of 
upheaval. But he still wants rehabilitation. 


“What I want to see," he added, “is goods and 
services produced by Indonesia and consumed by 
the world. That's the dream." 

The current reality and hints of the new dream 
can be seen in the Western part of Java, the 
country's main island. 

“There were no jobs in my village, so I came 
here, said Rusmiati. a 23-year-old worker at one 
of the many foreign-owned garment factories in 
die town of Tangerang. Rusmiati is among hun- 
dreds of young village women from across Java 
who work at the factory, which makes clothes for 
large U.S. retailers such as Gap Inc. Working as a 
sewing machine operator, she is paid the min- 
imum wage, the equivalent of about $2 a day. 

About 90 miles (150 kilometers) away, en- 
gineers are developing a twin-engine turboprop 
passenger plane. The brainchild of B J. Habibie, 
minis ter for Research and Technology, the plane 
is computer designed, expensive — and the sub- 
ject of much debate over whether the strategy to 
realize the country's new dream is on track. 

Mr. Habibie has defended the program to build 
planes as a way for the country to leapfrog 
technology into the next century. But many ob- 
servers believe the billions of dollars poured into 


the project are largely a waste of resources. 
One eco 


this, fine,” 


$35 


economist, a senior foreign executive 
here, said the project was simply not viable. “If 
the private sector wanted to finance 
he said. “But not the 
Indonesian taxpayer. In 
any case, planes are not 
easy. Fokker is finding 
that out now.” Fokker 
NV, the bankrupt 
Dutch aircraft maker, 
shut most operations 
last month. 

But as one banker put 
it: "Habibie believes 
that if you train 1,000 
engineers and get one 
Bill Gates out of it. it’s 
worth it. You do get a 
critical mas s of skilled 
labor. It’s a calculated 
risk.” 

Not content to build 
propeller planes, Mr. 

Suharto has called on 
Indonesians to support 
building commercial jet 
aircraft — support not 
merely moral, but fi- 
nancial. 

“The cost of the project is about $2 billion,” 
the president told a gathering of provincial gov- 
ernors last month. “It is heavy. But through 
cooperation, say 5,000 rupiah each,” about 
$2 JO, "I think we will be capable.” 




Indonesia has been 
increasingly 
successful at 
attracting new money... 

Countries with the 
most net direct foreign 
investment, 

ranked by 1995 numbers 


...but it is still 
considered a 
corrupt place 
to do business. 


1995 corruption index 
on a scale 
of 0 (most corrupt) 
to 10 (least corrupt). 


iS E££ -Estimated 
Source : The World Bank 
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The country's remarkable growth 
spurt under Mr ; Suharto, above, 
who is now 75, has not come 
without some heavy costs and 
lingering problems . Apprehension 
is growing put as Indonesia seems 
ready to become die region's 
dominant force. 


The New York Times 


I n any event, with some of the most liberal 
investment rules in the region, widespread 
deregulation and die paring down of many 
tariff barriers, Indonesia has undergone a 
surge in foreign investment 
* ‘This is the most open place outside of Hong 
Kong, ’ ’ said Eugene K. Galbraith, the director of 
HG Asia Ltd., a brokerage concern. 

Mari Pangestu, head of the economic affairs 
department at the Center for Strategic and In- 
ternational Studies, a privately financed research 
group in Jakarta, said, “Up to 1994, we didn't 
allow 100 percent for- 


some consumer products in Indonesia, became an 
investor only in 1992. Although reluctant to 
speak publicly about the company’s activities, 
the president of GE Indonesia, Stuart L. Dean, 
was enthusiastic about the country’s potential. 

Last year, GE opened a factory to produce 
incandescent and fluorescent lamps, mostly for 
export to other Asian countries. * Tt gives us the 
first major presence in the consumer market,” 
Mr. Dean said. 

Louis A. Clinton, vice chairman of PT Free- 
port Indonesia, Ffeeport-McMoran's local entity, 
said: “This is where the action is. The gov- 
ernment is working very hard to have things more 
transparent, more open, to remove tariff barriers, 
to privatize. They do listen, and they do 
change.” 

But clearly not everything has changed that 
needs to. 


eign ownership. Now 
you can come in for 100 
percent, except in in- 
frastructure invest- 
ments." 

In 1993. foreign in- 
vestment came to a re- 
latively paltiy $9 bil- 
lion. In 1994, the year 
of deregulation, invest- 
ment soared to $23.7 
billion. Last year, the 
government approved 
$39.9 billion in foreign 
investments. 

General Electric Co., 
which had long sold 


While there is an increasing degree of candor 
as the most austere political controls begin to 
wither, the subject of the first family's business 
interests remains taboo. 

Other signs of corruption also still abound. So 
do otter signs of trouble for die future. 

In February, for example, foe Central Bureau 
of Statistics found that the gap in incomes be- 
tween the lowest and highest brackets was in- 
creasing. 

“The gaps had been narrowing in the period 
between 1975 and 1985, while in foe period 1990 
to 1993, foe gaps widened again," foe bureau’s 
chairman, Sugjto Suwito, told a parliamentary 
budget committee. 

According to his data, the lowest income group 
earned an average of $238 in 1993, compared 
with $1,469 in foe highest income group. 

Equally troubling* both for individuals and 
companies, is the virtual nonexistence of a legal 
system for resolving commercial disputes. 

All companies are required to pay projected 
taxes for the coming year. When profits fall short 
of projections, the law requires that .excess tax 
payments be repaid to the company. 

Yet, no one m Jakarta, in government or the 
private sector, can cite an instance of a refund 
being issued. So bitter do some of these conflicts 
become that they can af- 
fect 


Jakarta Will Fight Graft, Aide Asserts 


Reuters 

JAKARTA — Indonesia said Wednesday it 
was determined to fight graft after a survey put 
tire country among foe top three most corrupt 
countries in Asia. 

“Is there corruption? The answer is yes. Is 
the government determined to fight corrup- 
tion? The answer is clear that we are de- 
termined to combat corruption,” State Sec- 
retary Munhono said. 

On T uesday , Indonesian newspapers quoted 
a survey by foie Hong Kong-based Political and 


Economic Risk Consultancy Ltd. that said 
China, Vietnam and Indonesia topped the list 
of the most corrupt Asian countries. 

“We need to be cautious on whether cor- 
ruption in Indonesia is that bad. Because if it is 
that bad, it is impossible to develop the coun- 
try,” Mr. Murdiono said. 

“We need to be cautious so that the negative 
judgment will not damage our confidence as a 
nation. We should not turn out to be a hopeless 
country that ignores foe cheating around us. 
Corruption is foe re. but is it that bad?” 


de- 


m vestment 
cisions. 

In a widely cited, 
case, fotemational 
Business Machines 
Corp., which was owed 
a refund but was re- 
buffed, decided to move 
a planned $100 million 
investment to Singa- 
from Indonesia, 
country cannot af- 
ford to lose , such busi- 
ness, many experts here 
say. Nor can foe gov- 
ernment continue in its 
oid ways, they add. 


Paper Chase 
la Canadian 
Arn 
Somali Case 





By Charles Tmeheart 

Washurgtoa Post Service 


TORONTO — In an unusual searcb- 
and-rescue op erat i on, Canada’s armed ; 
forces suspended normal business to 
hunt for missing documents pertaining ; 
to the nation’s worst milkary scandal in ■ 
the postwar era. 

The search was conducted on orders 
from Canada’s embattled military chief. 
General Jean Boyle, in. hopes of res- 
cuing foe 1 00,000-member Canadian 
ffsni frl'ghriimt' from the taint of a . 
grisly murder case in Somalia and a 
public perception of high-level dupli- 
city. 

The daylong search Tuesday of desk - 
drawers, file cabinets and computer ! 
itawhawt in C a ™^' an military install- ■ 
ations extended to this country's peace- ; 
keeping detachments and warships ■ 
around the world. 

Whefoertte operation turned up any- / 
thing useful may not be known for 
weeks. But it was derided by critics as a 
pointless and costly exercise, and ades- ; 
perate public-relations effort by Gen- ! 
era] Boyle to save his own skin. 

“It’s a travesty,” said Jim Allan, a; 
retired Army coloneL “It’s embarrass- 
ing for professional soldiers and. for. 
Panada internationally. ” 

The Somalia Affair, as the scandal is 
known here, begun in March 1993, 
when a Somali teenager was tortured 
and murdered by members of a Ca- . 
narfian airborne unit sent as part of a 
humanitarian relief force. 

Four Canadian soldiers were con- 
victed in foe ensuing courts-martiaL 
After further disclosures of hazing, 
rituals tinged with racism and obscen- 
ity, the once-hallowed airborne regi- 
ment was disbanded early last year. 

But the revelations continued as a! 
military inquiry into the affair turned up • 
embarrassing evidence that key doc- 
uments and computer logs from 1993 
were missing. 

The heat on Canada’s military brass 
intensified late last month when Col- 
onel Geoffrey Haswell, a senior defense 
information officer, charged in . foe • 
Globe and Mail newspaper that his su- 
periors bad approved a plan to falsify 
some documents and destroy otters per- 
taining to the murder to keep them out of 
tte bands of reporters. 

"This is similar to the way Watergate ! 
started,” said a former army reserve ^ 
colonel, Brian MacDonald, now a mil- C 
itary consultant. “As people started, to 
cover up, lie was piled upon Lie until the 
problem became foe pack of lies rather 
than foe original problem.” he told 
Maclean’s magazine. 

Colonel Haswell named General 
Boyle, foes, the ranking public-affairs . 
official in foe Defease Ministry; retired ■ 
General John de Chastdam, General 
Boyle's predecessor as chief of the de- 
fense staff; and Robert Fowler, a former 
deputy defense mini s ter . 

Generals Boyle and de Chastelain- 
would not comment on the charge. Mr. 
Fowler said he “categorically duties'* 
it. 

Colonel Haswell said he acted after 
concluding that he and some of his 
junior colleagues were being made 
scapegoats by higher-ups. Faced with a 
court-martial for carrying out a cover- 
up he said his superiors had approved, 
Mr. Haswell said, “I see no other way to 
defend myself, against inferences of 
guilt that are groundless,” 


DEATH NOTICE 


NASH - Nathaniel C. 
The staff of The New York Times 
and his family and friends in 
Frankfurt mourn the passing of a 
superb foreign correspondent 
and a devoted family member and 
friend. Our sympathies go to his 
wife and children. A funeral 
service wil] be held at First 
Church in Wenham, Mass., at 
11:30 a.m. Friday, April 1Z The 
Canity asks that in lieu of Sowers, 
donations be made to The New 
York Times, C/O Foreign Desk, 
229 West 43d Street, New York, 
N.Y. 10036. marked Attention: 
NaihanieJ C Nash Fund. The fund 
wiD be used as an educational 
trust for his three children. 


Richard Condon, Conspiracy Novelist, Dies at 81 travel update 


By Mel G us sow 

Ww York Tunes Service 


Richard Condon, 8 1 . the fiendishly 
inventive novelist and political sat- 
irist who wrote “The Manchurian 
Candidate." “Winter Kills" and 
“Prizzi's Honor," among other 
books, died Tuesday at Presbyterian 
Hospital in Dallas. 

Mr. Condon was also a visionary, a 
darkly comic conjurer, a student of 
American mythology and a master of 
conspiracy theories, as vividly 
demonstrated in “The Manchurian 
Candidate.” 

That novel, published in 1959, 


subsequently became a cult film clas- 
sic, directed by John Frankenheimer. 
In this spellbinding story, Raymond 
Shaw, an American prisoner of war 
(played in the film by Laurence Har- 
vey), is brainwashed and becomes a 
Communist agent and assassin. 

In “Winter Kills,” a president, 
evidently modeled on John F. 
Kennedy, is assassinated in a con- 
spiracy involving foe CIA and the 
underworld. 

After writing a series of novels in 
Ireland, Mr. Condon moved back to 
the United States, settling in Dal las in 
1980. In Texas, he had his next 
comeback, with “Prizzi's Honor,'* 


about the Prizzi family of mobsters in 
Brooklyn. 

James W. Rouse, 81, Built 
New Towns and Malls in U.S. 

New York Times Service 
James W. Rouse, 8 1 , the developer 
who built new towns in the coun- 
tryside, shopping malls in foe suburbs 
and “festival marketplaces” like 
Faneuil Hall in Boston in older down- 
towns, and later used the profits from 
these ventures to help generate hous- 
ing for the poor, died Tuesday at his 
home in Columbia, Maryland. 

The cause was Lou Gehrig’s dis- 
ease. 


Long before be retired in 1979 as 
chairman of Rouse Co., his devel- 
opment concern, to devote full time 
to his effort to build affordable hous- 
ing, he had made his mark as a so- 
cially conscious developer, determ- 
ined to rethink foe traditional forms 
of suburban growth and downtown 
retail organization. Columbia was 
one of this new towns. 


Greek Traffic Police on Alert 


Benjamin Eisenstadt, 89, the in- 
novative Brooklyn businessman who 
shook up the sweetener industry as 
the developer of Sweet 'N Low, died 
Monday at New York Hospital from 
complications of bypass surgery. 


ATHENS (AP) — The police said Wednesday that they . 
were taking extra measures to prevent deaths in the hundreds 
of traffic accidents that annually mar the four?day Orthodox. 1 
Easter' weekend. **■ 

At least half of the 4 milli on residents of Athens are 
expected to leave the capital for the holiday, most of them by 
car. The police said they expected the exodus to begin 
Thursday and peak late Friday, although many Athenians 
began leaving as early as Wednesday. 


Railway workers in the former Yugoslav republic of 
Slovenia began an indefinite strike Wednesday in a fight for. 
higher wages. Most domestic tr ains were halted but in- 
ternational passenger trains were on schedule. (Reuters) 
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kaadisi, ES. Did ‘Nothing Improper’ About Arms for Bosnia, Clinton Insists 



By Ann Devroy 

Washington Pox Service 
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b-iut^^N — President 
Bill Clinton says his administra- 
non did nothing improper in giv- 
ing tacit approval in 1994 for cov- 
®t Iranian aims shipments to 
Bosnia, but Republicans in the 

House and file Senate have begun 

laying plans to test that assertion 
in election-year bearings. 

In response to reporters' ques- 




tions, Mr. Clinton said Tuesday: 
“Our record on that is clear. 
There was absolutely nothing' im- 
proper done.” 

He said he was not worried 
about the congressional hearings 

and pointed out thfll his chief critic 
on the issue. Senator Bob Dole, 
proposed that die United Stales 
uni laterally lift the United Nations 
embargo on supplying arms to 
participants in the Bosnian war. 
Administration officials said 


POLITICAL 


last week that Mr. Clinton's na- 
tional security adviser, W. An- 
thony Lake, briefed the president 
on the Iranian arms shipments, 
which went through Croatia to 
Bosnia's Muslim-led govern- 
ment The arms shipments were 
made when the Bosnian Muslims 
were outgunned by Bosnian Serb 
separatists. 

Providing new details on a 
policy known for a year, officials 
said last week that Mr. Clinton 


gave approval for U.S. diplomats 
to tell Croatian officials who pro- 
posed the arms pipeline that the 
United States would do nothing 
about it That amounted to a green 
light 

Republicans have complained 
that the U.S. acquiescence was 
duplicitous because the public 
policy was to support the aims 
embargo, and that tl 
helped Iran to 
Bosnia. The 


the policy 
i a foothold in 
lublicans also 


charged that the administration 
may have carried out an improper 
coven action. 

For a coven action to take 
place. U.S. law requires a pres- 
idential finding of a national se- 
curity need and notification to 
Congress. The White House in- 
sists that since the United Stales 
did not pay for, facilitate, arrange 
or aid in the arms shipments, it did 
not engage in a coven action un- 
der the law. 


Both Senator Dole, the Repub- 
licans' presumptive presidential 
nominee, and the speaker of the 
House, Newt Gingrich, called on 
key committee chairmen to hold 
hearings on the issue. 

A spokesman for Representa- 
tive Gingrich said that four rel- 
evant committees were working 
out the format and timing of hear- 
ings in the House. 

Aides to Senator Arlen Specter. 
Republican of Pennsylvania and 


chairman of the Senate Select 
Committee on Intelligence, said 
thai the committee had begun its 
own investigation into whether 
the administration fulfilled its re- 
porting obligations to Congress. 

Senator Specter stud that it was 
premature to say whether U.S. 
knowledge of the Iranian arms 
pipeline was sufficient to oblige 
Mr. Clinton to issue a formal in- 
telligence finding authorizing a 
covert operation. 
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l«c Nauvudi/Rraan 

Mr. Rostenkowski being pursued by news cameramen as be left the UJ5. District Court in Washington. 


Russia Gives Quayle 
A Cool Reception 

MOSCOW — Op his first trip to 
Russia, Dan Quayle has discovered 
that the friendship between this country 
and the United States has frayed a bir. 

Mr. Quayle, (he former vice pres- 
ident who now gives speeches and 
writes a syndicated column, delivered 
a buoyant speech Tuesday to the Rus- 
sian Academy - of Sciences about - 
democracy and nuclear security. But 
his elderly, distinguished audience 
wanted to teach bun a thing or two 
about international relations. 

“You can’t tell Russia what its po- 
sition should be on the NATO issue,” 
chided Grigori L. Bondarevsky, a 
political scientist. Even though Mr. 
Quayle had not mentioned the east- 
ward expansion of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization. Mr. Bondarev- 
sky was one of several in the audience 
who complained about it. 

The political scientist also took Mr. 
Quayle to task for the United States' 
military aid to Pakistan, for not doing 
eoough to stop Islamic terrorism and 
for raising the issue of democracy in 
Russia while “failing to bring it up in 
your relations with China.” 

• ‘I was not expecting it,” Mr. Quayle 
said after the session. “I wanted a 
discussion of new security arrange- 
ments, but they clearly wanted to em- 
phasize our differences. I welcomed it. 
It showed roe that there are some very 
sensitive political issues here.” 


In his speech, Mr. Quayle argued that 
a return to a socialist econ omy in Russia 
would only result in ‘ ‘shared poverty,” 
while free market reform would even- 
tually lead to “greater prosperity.’' 

“His speech wasn’t too bad,” Mr. 
Bondarevsky said afterward. "But it 
was a little simple. It was all right as a 
campaign speech, but not for hoe. We 
expect a higher standard.” (NYT) 

2 Shockers in Texas 

HOUSTON ■— Texas’ Democrats 
have set a political milestone by 
choosing Victor M. Morales, ' a high 
school government teacher and polit- 
ical novice, as their party’s nominee 
for U.S. senator. Mr. Morales, a His- 
panic who campaigned out ofhis pick- 
up truck, is the first minority candidate 
for senator or governor selected by 
either major party in Texas history. 

And in an embarrassing Wo 1 w for the 
Republican Party, Representative Greg 
LaughHn, who bolted the Democratic 
party last summer for the Republican, 
on Tuesday became die first incumbent 
congressman to be knocked from of- 
fice Ibis year. He fell in a primary run- 
off to Ron Paul, once a libertarian 
Patty nominee for president 

Mr. Morales’s primary victory 
stunned the Democratic Party estab- 
lishment which had rallied around 
Mr. Bryant as the strongest possible 
candidate to take on the Republican 
incumbent Phil Gramm, who is sitting 
on a $3.5 million war chest and will 
start off as the heavy favorite for the 
November ejection. (NYT) 


Rostenkowski Pleads 

WASHINGTON — Framer Repre- 
sentative Dan Rostenkowski said out- 
side a courthouse here that be had com- 
mitted a mere “technical” violation of 
the law. Inside, he pleaded guilty, as 
expected, to two counts of mail fraud 
and was sentenced to 17 months in 
prison and $100,000 in fines. 

The prosecutor in the case, Thomas J. 
Motley, told the court Tuesday that Mr. 
Rostenkowski had “defrauded die cit- 
izens of the United States of their right 
to Mr. Rostenkowski ’s fair and honest 
services as a member of Congress." 

Long among tire most powerful fig- 
ures in Washington as the chairman of 
the House Ways and Means Commit- 
tee, tile Chicago Democrat’s downfall 
came over the use of public funds to pay 
employees who did little or no work, 
and to buy personal gifts. Specific 
charges related to those payments were 
dropped as part of a plea agreement. 

Outside the court, Mr . Rostenkowski 
described his offenses as something 
everyone in Congress had committed at 
one time or another. (WP) 

Quote /Unquote 

Mark Green, public advocate of 
New York Gty, saying he will run for 
re-election next year and, if success- 
ful, consider challenging his old 
nemesis. Senator Alfonse M. D’Am- 
alo.in 1998: * ‘If I had a goal. I’d rather 
serve in the higher office of senator to 
help the people of the city." (NYT) 


Justice Scalia: Defender of the Faith 


j By Joan Biskapic 

Washington Post Service 

WASHINGTON — 
Justice Antonin Scalia de- 
livered an ardent defense of 
religious beliefs against the 
assaults of secular society, 
telling a Jackson, Mississippi, 
audience that Christians must 
proclaim their belief in mir- 
acles and ignore the scorn of 
the "worldly wise.” 

In unusually sharp re m a rks 
for a member of the Supreme 
Court, Justice Scalia said the 
modem world dismisses 
Christians as fools for hold- 
ing to their traditional beliefs, 
according to news reports and 
individual accounts of the 
prayer breakfast at the First 
Baptist Church in downtown 
Jackson. . , 

“We are fools for Christ s 
sake,” Justice Scalia told the 
audience of more than 650 
persons, which responded to 
him with a standing ovation. 
“We must pray for the cour- 
age to endure the scorn of the 


sophisticated world.” 

In a speech laced with the 
sarcasm for which he is well 
known, Mr. Scalia said, * ‘The 
wise do not believe in the 
resurrection of the dead: It is 
really quite absurd.” Con- 
tinuing m the same vein, he 
added, “So everything from 
the Easter morning to the As- 
cension had to be made up by 
the groveling enthusiasts as 
part of their plan to get them- 
selves martyred.” 

Justice Scalia spoke at an 
event sponsored by the Chris- 
tian Legal Society at the Mis- 
sissippi College School of 
Law, a private Southern 
Baptist institution. No written 
text of his speech was avail- 
able through the Supreme 
Grant, but accounts of it were 
provided by the Jackson 
Clarion-Ledger, The Associ- 
ated Press, college officials 
and others in attendance. 

The comments were re- 
vealing and out of the ordin- 
ary, even for arguably the 
court’s frankest, most pub- 


licly confrontational justice. 
Supreme Court justices al- 
most never speak in public 
about religion. 

In his legal opinions. 
Justice Scalia has vigorously 
advocated a lower trail of 
separation between church 
and state. He favors clergy- 
led prayer at public school 
graduations and has voted for 
state funding of some reli- 
giously affiliated programs in 
public schools. 

In Jackson, beyond the 
strictures of a court case and 
without the burdens of legal 
jargon, the 60-year-old Ro- 
man Catholic offered a scath- 
ing portrayal of a society that 
is not merely skeptical but 
that disparages religious be- 
lief and believers, specific- 
ally Christians. 

He noted that the word 
“cretin” was derived from 
the French word for “Chris- 
tian." 


* ‘To be honest about it, that 
is the view of Christians taken 
by modern society." Justice 
Scalia told the audience. 
“Surely those who adhere to 
all or most of these traditional 
Christian beliefs are to be re- 
garded as simple-minded," 
the justice said. 

In Washington, James 
Dunn, executive director of 
the Baptist Joint Committee 
on Public Affairs, said he 
thought it was appropriate for 
the justice to be presenting his 
views but disagreed with the 
notion that Christians are per- 
secuted. 

“This is becoming a mod- 
em myth that religion is 
somehow persecuted in 
American life,” Mr. Dunn 
said. “It's a right-wing litmus 
test. If you don’t say religion 
is being bear up on, then you 
aren't pitifully correct. 
Everyone is competing to see 
who can whine the loudest.” 
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More Parents Paying for Kids 9 Crimes 

Even ‘Improper Supervision of a Minor 5 Can Lead to Jail Sentence 


By Peter Applebome 

A’rK' York Times Service 


NEW YORK — Frustrated by rising 
juvenile violence and crime, states and 
cities around the country are rushing to 
enact laws making parents responsible 
for the misbehavior of their children. 

The National Conference of State Le- 
gislatures says about half the states have 
passed laws in the last few years to 
either toughen existing sanctions or add 
new ones against parents of young of- 
fenders. In 1995 alone, at least 10 states 
from New Hampshire to Louisiana to 
Oregon passed so-called parental res- 
ponsibility laws calling For fines or 
sometimes imprisonment. 

An Idaho law, for example, author- 
izes courts to require parents to pay 
detention costs for a juvenile. In West 
Virginia, parents of a child caught de- 
facing a public building can be liable for 
up to $5,000 in fines. 

In Louisiana, which passed the most- 
severe parental responsibility law last 
year, parents can be found guilty of 
“improper supervision of a minor' ’ and 
fined up to $1 ,000 and imprisoned for 
op to six months if their child associates 
with a convicted felon, drug dealer or 
members of a street gang. 

Towns and cities have also been Hy- 
ing to crack down on parents. In the 
Chicago suburbs, for example, dozens 
of towns have passed such laws in the 
last two years, aimed largely at parents 
who condone alcohol abuse or curfew or 
weapons violations. 

There are no national figures on how 
many people have been fmed or jailed 
for such violations, but legal experts say 
the laws are applied most commonly to 
compel counseling or education pro- 
grams for parents. 

A California law passed in 1994 has 
been used to order 1,000 parents to 
counseling or classes who could face 
prosecution for contempt if they refuse. 


Around the country, dozens of parents 
from Florida to Ohio to California have 
spent a night or two in jail for permitting 
their children to be chronic truants. And, 
in an extreme example of the trend, a 
judge in Moncks Coiner. South Car- 
olina. last year ordered a mother 
tethered to her daughter, who was 
charged with shoplifting, truancy and 
burglary. 

Proponents of the laws say citizens 
that are demanding action and that 
tough laws are sometimes the only way 
to get the attention of the parents of a 
young offender. 

"I don't like this, but I’m tired of 
driving the streets at one in the morning 
seeing young kids hanging out.” said 
Mike Lehman, a Democratic represen- 
tative in Oregon who helped write his 
state's law. giving courts the authority to 
fine parents of young offenders. “Some- 
body’s got to set the guidelines." 


But some criminal justice experts and 
groups are saying the laws are little 
more than political grandstanding. 

“Most of these laws are a complete 
waste of time," said Barry Krisberg. 
president of the National Council on 
Crime and Delinquency. “It’s country 
club criminology. Ir sounds good in the 
suburbs, but in reality it's an empty 
threat because if you carry it out you just 
further endanger and pull apart fam- 
ilies." 

On the other side are people like 
Sergeant Larry Olivarez, a community 
services officer for the police depart- 
ment in Corpus Christi. Texas. He said: 
“The old traditional thinking is you 
can’t teach parents how to parent — 
they’re already a parent. 

“ But in today's culture of children 
having children, you need a different 
approach to teach them how to be re- 
sponsible." 


Away From Politics 


• Last-minute tax filers could win 

prizes, get free tax advice or throw a 
pie at an IRS agent as post offices stay 
open late April 15. Post offices in 
every major American city will ex- 
tend hours or offer late mail pickups 
on the day income taxes are due, the 
Postal Service said. Many offices will 
be open until midnight. ( AP ) 

• In the latest In a string of troubles 

for tiie U.S. Naval Academy. Mid- 
shipman 4tb Class Jeremy Michael 
Coale. 19, has been charged with 
sexually abusing a female toddler in 
Annapolis. Maryland. The arrest 
came less than a week after a fellow 
student was put in the brig following 
accusations he sexually assaulted four 
female midshipmen. (AP) 


• A convicted double murderer 
who built a reputation as a top “jail 
house lawyer" was executed after the 
U.S. Supreme Court lifted a stay of 
execution, a Potosi. Missouri, prison 
spokesman said. Doyle Williams, 48. 
had filed hundreds of legal briefs for 
himself and other convicts during the 
more than 14 years he spent on death 
row. media reports said. ( Reuters ) 

• Georgia's attorney general has 
directed the 'late university system to 
abandon admission policies that give 
preference to minorities. In a letter to 
Chancellor Stephen Ponch, Attorney 
General Michael Bowers said each 
stale college and university should 
eliminate policies that use* separate 
standards for minorities. fAPJ 
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ASIA/PACIFIC 


The Cost of Guarding South Korea: For the U.S., Billions Bases Dispute 


By Kevin Sullivan 

Washington Past Service 


SEOUL — The United States and 
South Korea have spent billions of dol- 
lars in recent years to modernize tanks, 
helicopters and other tools of war in 
their standoff against the North Korean 
military. 

During the Vietnam War era, the U.S. 
military presence in South Korea 
slipped, as the best and most modern 
equipment was shipped to Southeast 
Asia. But in the last 10 years, par- 
ticularly since 1990, the United States 
has almost completely replaced its 
equipment here, and South Korea is 
doing die same. 

In the last six years, for example, the 
entire fleet of 140 U.S. tanks has been 
replaced with Abrams M-1A1 tanks, a 
newer version of the kind used in the 
Gulf War. Each tank costs nearly S3 
mil li nn and can travel more than 65 
kilometers per hour (40 mph) over 
rough terrain. 

North Korea has 4,200 tanks, but they 
are Soviet-built models equipped with 
1970s technology, the same type the 


Iraqi Army used in the Gulf War. And 
U.S. military analysts say that while the 
North Korean Army is a dangerous 
force, poor economic conditions have 
caused critical shortages of fuel to run 
its tanks, planes and other equipment. 
The North Koreans have little money to 
buy spare pans, let alone state-of-the-art 


tanks or planes, analysts say. 

When President Bill Clinton and De- 
fense Secretary William J. Perry visit 
South Korea next week, military issues 
and the North Korean threat will be at 
the top of the agenda. Mr. Clinton be- 
lieves the 100,000 U.S. troops stationed 
in South Korea and Japan are vital to 
security in volatile East Asia, partic- 
ularly because of threats from China and 
North Korea. 

The United States spends about S2.7 
billion a year to station 37,000 troops in 
South Korea. Seoul kicks in another $300 
million a year to maintain those soldiers, 
and it recently agreed to increase that to 
S390 million a year by 1998. 

The U.S. forces are dramatically bet- 
ter equipped than they were even five 
years ago. “It's the difference between 
driving a nicely equipped 1975 Chevy 


Impala and a 1995 Ferrari.'' said Jim 
Coles, spokesman for the United Na- 
tions military force, which is led by the 
United States. 

U.S. officials emphasize that the 
buildup has been gradual and not in 
response to any particular event Mr. 
Coles said that U.S. forces everywhere 
were constantly improving their equip- 
ment, but the result is more dramatic m 
South Korea because technology had 
fallen so far behind here in the 1960s 
and 1970s and because of the constant 
threat of war from North Korea’s un- 
predictable Stalinist leaders. 

Last weekend. North Korea caused 
worry in Seoul and Washington with 
three consecutive nights of military 
maneuvers in its sector of the Demil- 
itarized Zone separating North and 
South Korea. U.S. officials have viewed 
the maneuvers largely as political pos- 
turing designed to coax the United 
States into a closer relationship with the 
North Korean government — 
something Seoul opposes. 

But North Korea’s leaders do not 
always make logical choices, and U.S. 
officials say the United States has tried 


to build a technology mismatch to deter 
any North Korean notions of invasion. 

Technology does not necessarily win 
wars, however, and North Korea holds a 
huge advantage in troops and artillery. 


went out of service last fell. The Cobras 
were replaced by .120 Apache heli- 
copters, at $14 million each, with 30 or 
40 more scheduled to arrive later this 


Hangs Over 




The North Korean People’s Army has 
more than 1.1 million troops while the 


more than 1.1 milli on troops while the 
South Koreans have 633,000, backed by 
die 37,000 Americans. 

"But this isn’t 1950 anymore, they're 
not just going to roll down Highway 1 
and take Seoul,” Mr. Coles said, re- 
ferring to the North Korean invasion dial 
stated the Korean War. “It would be a 
gruesome, grisly, extremely violent fight 
here. That's why it’s very important that 
we remain strong, so our potential ad- 
versary will think twice, three times or 
four times before starting anything.” 

The U.S. military in South Korea has 
spent more than $3.7 billion since 1991 
to replace its fleet of helicopters. The 
last of the Vietnam-era Huey utility 
helicopters went ' out of service last 
month, replaced by 165 UH-60 Black 
Hawk helicopters, which cost .$8 mil- 
lion to S12 nuDion each. 

The last of the old-style U.S. military 
atiack helicopters here, the AH- 1 Cobra, 


The armored perso n nel carriers dial 
move soldiers around duringa war have 
also been completely replaced since 
1991, at a cost of more than $400 mil- 
lion. The old M-113 personnel earner, 
which was state-of-the-art in the 1960s, 
has been replaced by a fleet of 180 
Bradley Fighting Vehicles. 

Some of the technology is the stuff of 
spy novels. Mr. Coles said die U.S. 
military had developed satellite tech- 
nology that allows commanders to 
watch battlefield situations as they oc- 
cur, a tec hn ology that was “in its in- 
famy” as recently as the Gulf War. 

- The South Korean military has also 
upgraded its equipment in recent years, 
spending a third of its defense budget 
between 1987 and 1994 on improve- 
ments. It recently unveiled a tank that 
will be in service in the coming year or 
two and it has 127 F-16 fighter jets in 
production, the first of which went into 
service earlier this year. 


By Clinton 
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By Nicholas D. Kristof 

New York Tones Service 


On Election Eve, Seoul 




Warns of Deeper Crisis 


Reuters 

SEOUL — South Korean officials 
escalated the crisis mood here on Wed- 
nesday, the eve of general elections, 
warning of everything from a North 
Korean naval blockade to border shoot- 


A Defense Ministry official referring 
to recent North Korean troop incur- 
sions. compared the situation to the dark 
days of the Cold War 20 years ago, 
when Northern border guards axed two 
UJS. Army officers to death. 

Russia's deputy prime minister. Vi- 
tali Ignatenko, arrived in Pyongyang to 
tty to ease the tensions. His visit co- 
incided with a fresh warning from 
United Nations aid officials of a 
worsening food shortage in The North. 

In Tokyo, a visiting North Korean 
delegation made an urgent appeal to 
Japan for a third emergency consign- 
ment of rice to help it cope with the 
shortfall caused by the floods that des- 
troyed last year's grain crop. 

in Rome, the UN's top aid official for 
Pyongyang said Wednesday that North 
Korea’s food shortage is becoming 
more critical because international 
donations had been reduced “to a 
trickle.” 

“Unless more food aid comes in, the 
situation will get progressively worse.” 
said Trevor Page, director of the UN 
World Food Program office in the North 
Korean capital. 

Mr. Ignatenko, the Russian envoy, 
was to sound out North Korean leaders 
on Moscow's suggestion for an inter- 
national conference to build up trust on 
the peninsula. 

Rhetoric between the two Koreas has 
spiraled since Pyongyang signaled its 
contempt for a truce that ended the 
1950-53 Korean War by sending heav- 


ily armed troops into the Panmunjom 
border-crossing area. 

Three incursions into a neutral buffer 
zone starting on Friday are seen as scare 
tactics to persuade Washington to sign a 
bilateral peace treaty, shutting out 
Seoul. 

“There’s great potential of North 
Korea escalating provocations,*' As- 
sistant Defense Minister Park Yong Ok 
said at a news conference on Wed- 
nesday. 

“North Korea's top leaders have re- 
peatedly said war is inevitable." Mr. 
Park said. ‘ ‘They said the question is not 
whether or not there will be war on die 
Korean Peninsula, but when it will tran- 



spire. 

Mr. Park compared the current situ- 
ation to August 1976, following the 
Panmunjom ax murders. Tension 
peaked when die United States sent the 
carrier Midway and five other warships 
to Korea's east coast North Korea’s 
leader then, Kim II Sung, apologized. 

Mr. Park said Pyongyang’s next 
moves could include provoking border 
shooting incidents or blockading is- 
lands off die western coast 

The main opposition party turned up 
the heal ahead of Thursday’s elections, 
saying the government was partly to 
blame for North Korean troop incur- 
sions. 

“The responsibility for die North 
Korean incident tests firstly on the North, 
but it is also the fault of our government 
which has changed its policies on North 
Korea 16 times in the past three years,” 
said Chyung Dai Chul of die National 
Congress for New Politics. 

South Koreans will vote for 253 of 
the 299 National Assembly seats. The 
other 46 seats will be filled through a 
proportional representation system. 


Km 

Students battling riot police in Seoul on Wednesday after the foneral of a demonstrator who was killed last month. 


2 Koreas Nervous , but Tourists Aren't 


By Andrew Pollack 

New York Times Service 


PANMUNJOM. Korea — The South 
Korean government has declared the 
situation on the North Korean border to 
be extremely dangerousr Defense of- 
ficials have held several emergency de- 
fense meetings since Saturday and re- 
minded the nation's soldiers to, in 
effect, shoot to kill any invaders. 

So why are busloads of tourists 
streaming through this border village 
every day, climbing a colorful pagoda to 
snap photos of North Korean soldiers on 
die other side? 


Despite the recent incursions by 
armed North Korean soldiers into this 
sensitive buffer zone between die two 
Koreas, the scene here seems outwardly 
calm, or at least as calm as can be 
expected with about a million hostile 
troops massed within 60 miles (100 
kilometers) of the bonier. 

“It’s an unusual business here in 
Korea, but This is business as usual,” 
said Jim Coles as he led reporters on a 
tour. Mr. Coles is a spokesman for the 
United Nations Command, which in- 
cludes both American and South 
Korean forces. 

A few North Korean soldiers in olive 


green uniforms stood just across die 
boundary line from Sooth Korean sol- 
diers. One North Korean man in a suit 
was videotaping the Sooth side. 

The only visible sign of the incidents 
that took place here Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday nights was that the North 
Koreans were not wearing the armbands 
required under the terms of tireamristice 
that ended the Korean War in 1953. Then- 
absence and the recent incursions by as 
many as 300 North Korean troops are 
intended to drew that the Communist 
state has renounced the armistice in the 
hope of negotiating a peace treaty with 
the United States, bypassing Seoul 


TOKYO — Mate than 3,100 Jap- 
anese living near an American air base 
filed a lawsuit Wednesday against the 
Japanese and American gover nm e n ts, 
demanding a ban on night flights and 
$30 million in damages. 

The lawsuit, while unlikely to suc- 
ceed, Clouds die atmosphere a bit far 
president Bill Clinton’s visit to Japan 
nexeweek. 

The plaintiffs in the suit, who live 
near the Yakota air base in the Tokyo 
suburbs, said they would hold a demon- 
stration daring Mr. CKnron's visit to 
protest noise cm the base. 

Still protests over American bases 
are not expected to seriously undermine 
The Amencan-Japanese summit meet- 
ing. Indeed, other recent events — such 
as Chinese military exercises in the 
Taiwan Strait and North Korean in- 
trusions into tire Demilitarized Zone — 
seem to have bolstered support for the# 
American nuKtmy presence in Japan. 

Mr. GUbuon’s visit, from Tuesday 
through Thursday, is not expected to 
focus on tire trade disputes that have 
often divided the two countriesL Instead, 
the meeting will accentuate the positive 
and r eaffirm mtifniri support for the se- 
enrity relationship between the two 
mast powerful economies in the world. 

In particular, the two leaders are ex- 
pectea to endorse efforts to make the 
American military bases less of a nuis- 
ance to their Japanese neighbors, par- 
ticalariy on tire southern Japanese island 
of Okinawa. Opposition among Ok- 
inawans to the bases, which take up 20 
percent of their island, surged after the 
rape of an Okinawan gid last falL Three 
American servicemen were convicted in 
a Japanese court for the attack. 

“We have taken the outrage in Ok- 
inawa as a signal that tire United Stales 
and Japan must very seridtsly look at 
oar presence an Okinawa in a way that 
reduces irri t an ts,” Walter F. Mondale, 
the American ambassador in Tokyo, 
said Wednesday. 

While, the strangest opposition to 
American bases has been on Okinawa, 
the lawsuit Wednesday came from 
people living in the greater Tokyo area. 
Tire Yakota base is one of the most 
important American installations in Ja- 
pan, but it is situated in a residential area 
and the neighbors complain in particular 
about the noise from night flights. 

The plaintiffs in the suit are demand-,- 
ingat ban on flights between 9 P.M. and* 

7 Ail, as well as $30 million in dam- 
ages. In tire past, local residents have 
sued fee Japanese gove rnm ent for fail- 
ing to protect them from tire noise. In 
1993, tire Japanese Supreme Court ruled 
that they could win compensation from 
the Japanese government, but it refused 
to (HXKx a ban era night ftighis because it 
said that they arose from the United 
Stales- Japan Security Treaty and were 
beyond the jurisdiction of tire courts. 
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TOKYO — Japan’s governing and opposition parties 
reportedly settled their differences over a plan to liquidate 
housing loan companies Wednesday, paving the way for tire 
delayed passage of the budget Thursday. 

NHK, the Japan Broadcasting Corp., said the agreement 
solving the impasse amounted to the “virtual freezing” of 
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the government’s plan to liquidate tire so-called jusen with 
685 billion yen ($6.5 billion) in public funds. 

Under the agreement, tire liquidation scheme will not be 
carried out until a system for stabilizing the financial sector 
is firmly in place, NHK said, adding that this provision 
would lie inserted into tire national budget bills. (AFP) 


BEIJING — ■ President Boris N. Yeltsin of Russia is to 
make a state Visit to China from April 24 to 26, the official 
Xinhua press agency said; Wednesday. 

China and Russia toe to discuss relations and sign several 
documents on cooperation daring Mr. Yeltsin’s visit, the 
agency said, bat gave no details. A heart problem forced Mr. 
Yeltsin to caned a trip to China last November. ( Reuters ) 


VOICES From Asia 


Kabul Bombs Taleban Rebels 


PESHAWAR, Pakistan — Afghan government jets 
bombed positions of the rebel Taleban militia south of Kabul 
an Wednesday, killing at least 6 people and wounding 12, 
the Peshawar-based Afghan Islamic Press reported. 

Tbe agency said the planes marie four bomtnng runs over 
Taleban positions in Charasiyab, about 15 kilometers (9 
miles) south of the Afghan capital amid fierce artillery duels. 
The rebels have besieged Kabul since October as part of their 
drive to remove President Buriianuddin Rabbani andhrqjose 


Lien Chan, prime minister of Taiwan, saying that tire 
. island would maintain strong defenses but not enter into an 
anus race wife China: “Regarding tire purchase of weapons, 
we definitely will dot-eater a nee in weapons because the 
economic slowdown in the United States and the former 
Soviet Union, was tire result of the weapons vaca.” (Reuters) 


King Norodom Sihanouk, saying be would abdicate if a 
Cambodian referendum showed that most voters wa nted to 
end the monarchy: “If an absolute majority of our people 
pronounce themselves against the monarchy and for the 
republic, the monarchy will step aside.” (Reuters) 



CamlHxfo Pledge 


... Caa^tfOm-SHffPnmiOmMetus 

PHN OM PENH — Cambodia and Vietnam agreed Wed- 
nesday to stop threatening each other and to -■ge ttle their 
simmering border dispute through negotiations, officials 

Prime Minister Vo Van Kiet led a t*am - of Vietnamese 
officials to the Cambodian capital far a day of mitre aimed at 
easing strained relations. 

“We had a very positive discussion,” said Sok An of the 
Camb odian Council of Ministers. “The two countries have 
agreed that we wish to maintain good relations and wnfl* the 
border issue without force." 

The leaders agreed on a mechanism to settle disputes 
bilaterally, starting at tire local level and involving the coun- 
tries’ leaders in serious cases. They will also avoid making 
accusations in the media, Mr. Sok An said. 

The agreement came at a two-hour meeting between the 
joint prime ministers of Cambodia, Prince Norodom Ranar- 
iddh and Hun Sen, and Mr. KieL (AFP. Reuters) 
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Hi Maintains Ban on U.K. Beef 


EUROPEAN 
_ TOPICS 

Even in Unisex Sweden, 
The War Goes On 

Equality of the sexes has prob- 
ably sunk deeper into the Swedish 
ps yche man anywhere else, except 
P^haps some neighboring Scaod- 
jnavian countries. But there are still 

rattles to be fought 
. ba Sweden, 43 percent of mem-, 
oers of Pariiameat axe women, the 
highest in the world. That compares 
with 21 percent in Germany, 11 
percent in the United States and 6 
percent in Prance. Half of the '22 
cabinet m i n iste r s are women, and 
their portfolios rnr-Infl e foreign af- 
fairs, justice and agriculture. 

People no longer Mink when 
they see an all-woman crew in 
gray uniforms driving an armored 
bank car or when they hear of a 
men’s prison where half the guards 
are women. Or when they see two 
young men, quite probably on paid 
paternity leave, happily chatting as 
they push baby strollers along a 
Stockholm sidewalk. 

But if paid leave can be man- 
dated, ironing out workplace in- 
equalities can be a dicier propos- 
ition, notes the weekly imagaainft 
Le Point of Paris. Back in 1984, a 
Swedish foreman was sued for re- 
fusing to assign female dockwork- 
ers to jobs requiring as much heavy, 
lifting as men were required to do. 
Since pay was on a piecework 
basis, the women were losing out 
But they won the case. 

A legal dispute looming this year 
is more subtle. A woman employed 
as a midwife in a hospital has filed 
a complaint because herpay is con- 
siderably below that of a male-em- 
ployee whose work, as a mainten- 
ance 1 te chnician, is radically 
different. Swedes, and others, will 
be watching the outcome with in- 
terest 

Around Europe 

Bad weather at sea claimed far 
more Spanish lives over the last 
seven years than any other natural 
disaster, reports El Pafs. Maritime 
storms took 378 lives, compared . 
with 94 in floods and 79 in forest 
fires. 

International Herald Tribune 


Caapiedby OurSkfFronDttpattic: 

BRUSSELS — European Uni- 
on veterinary experts on Wednes- 
day turned down Britain’s appeal 
forasnafl retexario® of the world- 
wide ban on British beef. 

Britain failed to rally enough 
support among its HU partners to 
secure a partial lifting of the ban to 
permit toe sale of gelatin and tal- 
low. a beef fat used to make 


The EU imposed the ban March 
27 as fear grew that humans could 
contract a deadly illness related to 
* ‘mad cow 4 * disease, a brain-wast- 
ing cattle ailment that has ravaged 
herds in Britain. 

. London had hoped the EU 
veterinary committee would be 
swayed by findings last week by 
the World Health Organization. 
The UN agency found no risk to 
human health from beef-derived 
gelatin, which is used in a vast 
range of products from candies to 
glues and cosmetics. 

“There was no European Com- 
ndssiofl proposal today to chan® 
the bun," a British official said 
during a meeting of senior EU 
veterinary officials. 

The committee recommended a 
worldwide ban on the export of all 
British beef and beef-derived 
products last month after the dis- 
closure of a possible link between 
bovine bpongifonn bncepbelo- 
patiiy in cattle and a fatal human 
brain condition. 

The embargo covers not only 


EUROPE 


No Exception for By-Products 






beef food products, but also all 
medical, cosmetic and pharma- 
ceutical products that contain any- 
thing derived from beef. 

Gelatin, widely used as a food 
thickener, is made by boiling 
down the skin and bones of cattle. 
Bin; because the manufacture of 
the product involves treatment 
with hydrochloric arid, it was pro- 
nounced safe last week by the UN 
health agency. 

An independent panel of ex- 
perts appointed by the European 
Commission also said there was 
no case far including gelatin in the 
ban. 

Other EU countries, however, 
are eager to maintain pressure (HI 
Britain to order a more drastic 
culling of BSE-tainted cattle than 
. it has so far announced. 

Britain has promised to kill and 
destroy 4.8 million cattle over the 
age of 30 months over a five-year 
period, but this is regarded as in- 
sufficient by the rest of the EU to 
restore the confidence of beef con- 
sumers. 

The EU ban is unlikely to be 
lifted until after Britain has sub- 
mitted detailed plans, expected by 
the aid of the month, to ensure that 
all cattle at risk from BSE are 
removed from the food chain. 

In Prance, meanwhile. Trade 
Minister Jean-Piene Raffarin an- 
nounced a package of emergency 
financial measures Wednesday for 
farmers affected by the “mad 
cow’ ’ scare. (AP, Reuters, AFP) 



GRIM REMINDER — Two children playing soccer paid no 
notice to workers preparing for the demolition of the gym- 
nasium at the Dunblane School in Scotland, where a man 
shot to death 16 first graders and their teacher in March. 
Parents at the school asked that die building be torn down. 
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Major’s Edge Threatened 

LONDON — Prime Minister John Major’s 
parliamentary majority could be cut to just one 
seat on Thursday in a by-election that has 
prompted fresh speculation that be may be 
forced to call an early general election. 

The by-election was caused by the death 
late last year of David Lightbown, a Con- 
servative member of Parliament who won die 
seat at the 1992 general election. 

The only opinion poll taken in the area 
showed the Labor candidate, Brian Jenkins, 
taking more than half the votes. (Reuters) 

Trial of4Kurds Opens 

STUTTGART — Four Kurds went on trial 
in Stuttgart on Wednesday accused of being 
part of the German leadership of tbe Kurdistan 


Workers’ Party, which is banned in Germany 
as a terrorist organization. 

Prosecutors say the three men and one 
woman were regional leaders of the group in 
southern Germany and shared responsibility 
for a series of crimes including firebombings 
of Turkish properties and killings of recal- 
citrant members. (Reuters) 

Auschwitz March Inquiry 

WARSAW — Prime Minister Wlodzi- 
mierz Cimoszewicz of Poland said Wednes- 
day that he had ordered an investigation into a 
provincial governor’s decision to let a far- 
right group stage a march at the Auschwitz 
dftflfh camp. 

Mr. Cimoszewicz said the governor of the 
Bielsko-Biala Province, where the camp is 
located, had been summoned to a cabinet 
meeting in Warsaw to explain his decision. 


The Roman Catholic Church joined Wed- 
nesday in condemning the march, calling it 
“an abuse of freedom, for which the whole 
nation has to be ashamed. ’ * ( Reuters ) 

+ * * 

Calendar 

am* 

European Union events for Thursday: 

COPENHAGEN: Jacques San ter. EU 
Commission president, meets with Prime 
Minister Poul Rasmussen of Denmark. 

WASHINGTON: Leon Brittan, die com- 
missioner for external trade, meets with the 
U.S. trade representative. Mickey Kantor, on 
the deregulation of telecommunications mar- 
kets. 

Sources: Agence Europe, AFP 


Clinton Cautious 
On Aegean Islets 


By Thomas W. Lippman 

Washuigiun Post Service 

WASHINGTON — Walking a fine line between two rival 
UJ5. allies, President Bill Clinton has endorsed Greece's 
position that Turkey's claim to sovereignty over a string of 
u ninhab ited islets in the Aegean Sea should be settled at the 
World Court, but has taken no position on the dispute itself. 

Greece and Turkey . both NATO members, went to the brink 
of war earlier this year as they asserted claims to ownership of 
the islets. Only last-minute intervention by Mr. Clinton and his 
senior foreign policy aides forestalled a clash, officials here 
and in Europe have said. 

“The differences between Greece and Turkey are of great 
concern to us,” Mr. Clinton said T uesday as he met with Prime 
Minister Constantine Simitis of Greece. “But we believe they 
can be worked out if there is adherence to international 
agreements, nobody uses force or threatens to use force and 
there’s a genuine respect for territorial integrity.*’ 

He said it has long been the U.S. position that the territorial 
dispute should be referred to the International Court of Justice, 
or World Court, at The Hague, or “some other international 
arbitration panel.” 

He restated this view to Mr. Simitis but “made no pro- 
nouncement on the merits of the issue, nor will fie.” a White 
House official said. The president is ‘ *not going to lean on the 
Turks,” as the Greeks requested, the official said, because 
“doing so would be counterproductive.'' 

Mr. Simitis and Foreign Minister Theodoras Pangalos gave 
U.S. officials copes of old maps. Bendi-language diplomatic 
correspondence from the 1 930s and other documents that they 
said prove that all islands and islets in the Dodecanese chain 
are Greek territory and that (be Turks have acknowledged this 
in the past 

Turkey has offered to resolve the issue in bilateral talks with 
Greece, but the Simitis government has rejected tbe offer, 
saying that the islands are Greek and that there is nothing to 
negotiate. Mr. Simitis and Mr. Pangalos held to this line 
during their visit here. 

“We’re not going to cooperate in our self-destruction.” Mr. 
Pangalos said in a meeting with Washington Post editors .and 
reporters. He accused Turkey of trying to repudiate valid treaties 
and noted pointedly that Greece, as a member of the European 
Union, was in a position to block eventual Turkish entry. 

Mr. Simitis said at a National Press CTub luncheon that 
Greece was “unwilling and unable to negotiate about sov- 
ereignty and national territory that have been recognized for 
the past half century.” 

He described Greece as a militarily weak nation that has no 
desire to spend money on its armed forces but added that 
Greece was prepared to fight if necessary to defend its 
sovereignty. 


I repeat: 

« The Paris Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 
opens its Web site». 
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If you're traveling in Europe on business, 
don't leave without your copy of the IHTs Guide to 
Europe - ’Hurd Edition. 

Written by long-time foreign correspondent* 

- Danes provide current information on understanding 
k^l business customs, negotiating with government 
offices, selecting accommodations, dining, entertaining. 
' tipping andrnore, in 32 European cities, rhis, city 
orientation maps. 


Among the guide's unique features, you'll 
find a Background Briefing for each city, covering 
recent history and current business climate, a senes of 
Spotlights throughout each chapter that focus on 
particular points of local business or travel interest, 
and a basic list of useful telephone numbers. 

This guide is a superb tool for every business 
traveler in Europe. 

Order today! 
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Battle in Liberia Rages Around U.S. Embassy 


Canpdnl by Ow Staff Frem Dapatcha 

MONROVIA. Liberia — Intense 
rocket, grenade and mortar Fire rocked 
an area of Monrovia that includes the 
U.S. Embassy cm Wednesday evening, 
witnesses said. 

Despite the violence, U.S. aircraft had 
ferried more than 273 evacuees from the 
capital, and the Pentagon sent two war- 
planes to the area to stand by in case of 
trouble. 

A total of 61 Americans were among 
those evacuated. Most U.S. citizens 
were unable to get to the embassy to be 
carried out because of fighting in the 
capita], said Nicholas Bums, the State 
Department spokesman. 


Despite that, he said, "We believe all 
Americans are safe." 

The embassy remained open. On 
Wednesday, a team of U.S. military ad- 
visers and navy "Seals” flew to Mon- 
rovia to organize security at the com- 
pound. 

Tanks from a West African peace- 
keeping force patrolled parts of Mon- 
rovia Ster Liberia's warring factions 
reached a cease-fire following four days 
of fierce fighting and looting. 

Hie cease-fire did not hold, however, 
and scores of Americans remained bar- 
ricaded in their homes. 

Mr. Bums called the situation in Mon- 
rovia tense and chaotic. 


U.S. officials said other evacuees 
were British. Irish, French, Canadian, 
Australian, Ghanian, Egyptian, South 
African and Greek. 

About 200 others, mostly Westerners, 
were waiting for rescue. 

While the United States offered help 
to all foreigners in the West African 
country, it was not immediately clear 
whether Liberians also would be evac- 
uated. 

The renewed violence, which broke 
out at around 5*30 PAL, was accom- 
panied by widespread looting in die dis- 
trict, called Mamba Point. 

The building housing the humanit- 
arian organization Doctors Without Bor- 


ders was ransacked and looted and seven 
vehicles were taken, witnesses said. 

Aimed groups were also gathering 
near the offices of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross, they said. 
Aid officials said no one from either 
organization had been injured. 

The conflict, which pits Krahn fight- 
ers loyal to the dismissed "General" 
Roosevelt Johnson against forces loyal 
to two warlords, Charles Taylor and 
Alhaji Kromah, has prompted U.S. au- 
thorities n> evacuate scores of American 
and foreign personnel from die em- 
bassy. 

They have been flown by helicopter to 
neighboring Sierra Leone. (AFP, AP ) 


Beijing Shows U.S. Its Europe Card deals: 


By Craig R. Whitney 

:Vfn I’orfc Times Service 


PARIS — Prime Minister Li Peng of 
China began a visit to France on Wed- 
nesday by placing an order for $13 
billion worth of European-built passen- 
ger planes, sending a signal to the United 
States that Beijing can 'turn to European 
partners if the Americans become too 
intractable on human rights and trade. 

The Chinese leader, making his first 
visit to France since the crackdown on 
the pro-democracy movement in 
Tiananmen Square in 1989. met with 
Prime Minister Alain Jupp£ and signed a 
contract for 10 short-haul A320 pas- 
senger planes from the Airbus Industrie 
consortium. The contract also gives 
China an option on 20 more of the 
A320s. 

Mr. Li did not escape pressure on 
human rights, however. French news- 
papers greeted his arrival with satirical 
cartoons, and protesters denounced his 
visit as a sign of European willingness to 
sacrifice principle for profit. Demon- 


BOSNIA: 

Jobs Plan Proposal 


Continued from Page I 


ticulariy provocative is that Karadzic 
and Mladic are continuing to hold public 
office." 

In an apparent reference to rumors 
that he might decide to withhold aid 
unless the war criminal suspects were 
sent for trial, Mr. Bildi added: “I have 
made very dear to President Milosevic 
that this could have very serious eco- 
nomic consequences.” Slobodan Milo- 
sevic is president of Serbia. 

Mr. Wolfe nsohn, meanwhile, said he 
would tell the donor governments that 
die World Bank wanted to discuss "the 
urgency of job creation as both an eco- 
nomic matter and a social and human 
matter." 

He added that he hoped the jobs plan 
could be extended to cover Bosnian 
Serbs as well as Croats and Muslims 
"once conditions are appropriate." 

The World Bank chief said he became 
convinced during his visit last week to 
Bosnia that “the urgent problem for the 
international community to face is the 
problem of speed in giving hope to re- 
turning soldiers, to get them some em- 
ployment that will allow them to have a 
peaceful and constructive life." 

Aside from public works or infra- 
structure projects, he said, jobs could 
also be generated as aid money goes to 
rebuild Bosnia's agricultural and indus- 
trial bases, as well as through a program 
of “micro-credits" — limited grants 
and loans to small businesses and en- 
trepreneurs. 

The Brussels conference will gather 
foreign ministers and other officials 
from the wealthy Group of Seven in- 
dustrial nations, the 15 members of the 
EU. the Islamic world and Asia. 

Europe is expected to provide about 
$500 million of the $1.2 biQion in 1996 
funds being sought, by way of money 
already allocated in the European Com- 
mission's budget and through bilateral 
grants from EU members. 

President Bill Clinton is hobbled by a 
congressional limit of $200 million per 
year for three years, while Japan is ap- 
parently ready to commit $500 milli on 
over the four years, with $125 million to 
$150 million to be disbursed in 1996. 

The big question remains the Islamic 
world. After a meeting in Sarajevo on 
Wednesday, officials from 17 Islamic 
countries failed to announce an aid pack- 
age for Bosnia, although Iran promised 
$50 million and Turkey promised $80 
million, according to Bosnia’s prime 
minister. Hasan Muratovic. 

But he added that the other Islamic 
governments promised “generous con- 
tributions” at the weekend conference. 
Mr. Muratovic said he asked the Islamic 
countries to pay one-third of the re- 
maining money required for Bosnia’s 
postwar reconstruction. That would be 
around $400 million. 


strators at a small rally near the Eiffel 
Tower demanded that Beijing release 
political prisoners and end what they 
called "the oppression of Tibet" 

The police kept a tight lid on the 
Chinese delegation’s movements for se- 
curity reasons. Mr. Li originally inten- 
ded to go on to the Netherlands and 
Luxembourg this weekend, but be can- 
celed those visits, saying he was short of 
time. 

His visit also produced a three-year 
wheat deal, a $460- million French-Fin- 
anced expansion of a car factory that 
produces CitroSns for the Chinese mar- 
ket and a $50- million gas liquefaction 
plant for Shanghai. And he agreed to 
give French ships unrestricted access to 
Chinese ports. 

But die results were far less than the 
$10 billion in deals that the government 
had hoped for after agreeing two years 
ago to stop selling weapons to Taiwan, 
which China regards as a renegade 
province and which it tried to intimidate 
last month by with huge military man- 
euvers. 

In 1992. Taiwan bought 60 French 
Mirage fighter jets for about $2.6 billion, 
and 16 naval frigates worth $4.8-billion 
the previous year. Beijing responded by 
banning orders from France. 

But the administration of President 
Jacques Chirac is eager to establish 
France as a supplier of technology to 
China, and it is considerably less 
squeamish than the United States about 
doing business with countries that do not 
live up to Western standards on human 
rights. 

The French deny a double standard, 
but are glad to have the business. 

“Will we sacrifice human rights for 
trade? That’s out of the question,” For- 
eign Minister Hervd de Charette said 
before Mr. Li’s visit. But Jean-Pieire 
Desgeorges, president of a French- 
Chinese industrial trade group, said be 
did not plan to raise the question of 
human rights during the visit at all. "I’m 
a businessman," he said. 


Mr. Chirac, who is trying to nurture 
France’s ambitions to remain a great 


the Door 


power on the world stage, plans to have 
n Thursday. 


Continued from Page 1 


lunch with Mr. Li on 

But for some French intellectuals, Mr. 
Li’s presence spoke for itself. 

“Mr. Li recovers his lost honor 
today." said an essay Tuesday in Le 
Monde, “but do those who govern us 
realize that they are sacrificing theirs, 
and outs as well?" The newspaper said 
the essay was written by “several high 
officials who have filled posts in Aria," 
but published it under a pseudonym. 

Later in the day, about 50 s upp o rt ers 
of Amnesty In ternatio nal stretched a 
white banner across the Champs- 
Elys&s that read “Li Peng ignores hu- 
man rights. We don’t." The police 
quickly removed it, and barred demon- 
strators from approaching the Chinese 
Embassy on Avenue Georges V. 

Unemployment in France stands at 
11.8 percent and in Germany at 10.8 
percent, and both countries have been 
outdoing each other to solicit job-gen- 
erating orders from Asia’s largest mar- 
ket. That market is key, in particular, for 
the aircraft industry, winch President 
Chirac regards as crucial for maintaining 
European technological competitiveness 
with the United States in world trade. 


Clash Over Rights 
Snuffs Out a Toast 


Agence F ranee -Presse 

PARK — The prime ministers of 
France and China clashed over hu- 
man rights Wednesday, leading 
them to cancel toasts at a state din- 
ner for the Chinese prime minister, 
Li Peng, French officials said. 

Prime Minister Alain Jupp 6 told 
Mr. Li before the dinner that he 
wanted to mention human rights in 
his toast, the officials said. When Mr. 
Li objected, they dropped fee toasts. 



infrastructure and safety standards. 

Aircraft industry sources quoted last 
year by fee magazine Airline Business 
predicted that Boeing would win the 
latest round of orders, if only because it 
is China’s mafn supplier and airlines 
tend to stick wife the aircraft they 
know. 

Air China, for example, operates 50 
Boeing aircraft in its 66 -strong fleet and 
last year was reported on fee verge of 
placing an order to at least 15 B-777s. 

According to the report in Airline 
Business, Airbus enlisted the hacking of 
diplomats from several European coun- 
tries in efforts to stall feat order, es- 
timated at $2 billion. 

Some political analysts said feat al- 
though Qrina probably has good com- 
ment reasons to ordering Airbus jets, 
the purchase could also be interpreted as 
a warning to the United States for seem- 
ing to take tiie side of Taiwan in the 
stand-off wife China last month. 

China also has been offended by U.S. 
threats to impose $1 billion in trade 
sanctions because of Beijing’s failure to 
live up to an agreement on intellectual 
property rights. In addition. Washington 
is weighing whether to withhold $10 

billion m loan guarantees because ir says 

China transferred nuclear weapons tech- Tl\TTkT A ^ t f* v T 7 " • v 177 / » 

noiogy to Pakistan. HNU1A: Lower Castes Key to the. Election 

Boeing sales to China depend partly ^ 
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FAREWELL — - President BIB Clinton, with Mrs. Clinton, at the 
funeral Wednesday of Commerce Secretary Ron Brawn in Wash- 
ington’s National CathedraL Mr. Brown died in a Croatia plane crash. 


f 


on loan guarantees from the Export- 
Import Bank that could be affected by 
the measure. Whether Airbus succeeds 
in its rim of capturing half the China 
market may depend on how much it is 
prepared to offer in terms of technology 
transfer and jobs in C hina. 

The consortium already has trans- 
ferred some of its manufacturing op- 
erations to China. The Xian aircraft cor- 
poration builds access doors for all 
Airbus wide-body aircraft, for example, 
and the Shenyang Aircraft Corporation 
builds wing ribs and emergency exits. 


Continued from Page I 


Chernobyl Officially Linked to Cancer 


Agenee France-Presse 

VIENNA — An official of the World 
Health Organization said for the first 
time Wednesday that a huge rise in can- 
cer among children and emergency 
workers in the forma' Soviet Union was 
linked to radiation from fee Chernobyl 
nuclear plant after a disastrous reactor 
explosion in 1986. 

The WHO official said that rescue 
workers, known as "liquidators.” who 
helped in the initial clean-up operation 
suffered twee the normal rate of leukemia 
and a marke d increase in thyroid cancer. 

The organization’s executive direc- 
tor. Wilfried KreiseL said that thyroid 
cancers in young Belarus children also 
rose sharply after the explosion. He ad- 
ded that psychological trauma caused by 
the explosion had led to a quadrupling of 
the suicide rate in some countries and a 
jump in psychosomatic illnesses. 

"Some 200,000 liquidators, mostly 
military personnel, of the estimated total 


of 600,000, received doses of radiation 
between 1986 and 1987 of up to 13 
grays, 100 times the level of background 
radiation," Mr. Kreisel said. 

The organization examined some 
119,000 liquidators, now wife an av- 
erage age of 33, in its study. 

“We noticed that leukemia cases 
were twice as frequent than in equivalent 
groups living in nonrial circumstances.’’ 
he said at a conference on the Chernobyl 
disaster. The conference opened in Vi- 
enna on Tuesday. 

“Thyroid cancers amoag children ap- 
peared much earlier than we had fore- 
cast, from birth and up to fee age of 3 for 
girls and 4 for boys,’ ’ Mr. Kreisel said. 

"Moreover, we noticed a trig increase 
in thyroid cancer among older children 
who were aged about 10 or older at the 
time of the catastrophe." 

The countries worst affected by the 
soaring cancer rates — Ukraine, Belarus 
and Russia — bore the brunt of the 


radiation from fee reactor. Conference 
documents reveal 424 thyroid cases in 
the under-15s in Belarus from 1990 to 
1995. about 200 times the incidence in 
the West, and 121 cases in affected areas 
of Ukraine. Increases in Russian regions 
were also noted. 

Mr. Kreisel said that other forms of 
cancer would begin to become apparent 
only now. However, he added, no ev- 
idence suggested feat fee blast had caused 
an increase in congenital deformities. 

He feat about 200.000 people in fee 
former Soviet Union were suffering 
from “psychological problems linked to 
fear and stress: tension, heart and cir- 
culation problems, stomach problems, 
ulcers, depression" cansed by fee 
blast 

“The suicide rate quadrupled in the 
year after the nuclear accident and the 
number of psychosomatic illnesses ob- 
served since 1989 has considerably in- 
creased.” 


squarely among what India calls fee 
“other backward castes." 

Uttar Pradesh, wife a population of 
146 milli on in northern India, is not only 
the most populous stale, but also ac- 
counts for 85 seats in the 545-seat lower 
house of Parliament and is a crucible of 
the changes brewing in Indian society 
and politics. 

It was here in the late 1980s that caste- 
based political paries made the break- 
through that, with other factors, signaled 
a decline in the supremacy of the Con- 
gress Party, the political vehicle of the 
Nehrus and the Gandhis that ruled India 
to 43 of the 48 years since indepen- 
dence. 

Under pressure from politicians who 
lead parries that appeal to sectional in- 
terests based on region, religion and 
lan g ua ge as well as caste, Indian politics 
have become increasingly fragmented. 

As a result, it has become more dif- 
ficult with each electirai to fee Ctmgress 
Patty to prolong its reign. 

It is fee rally party ever to establish a 
truly national following that crossed al- 
most all fee fault lines of Indian so- 
ciety. 

For about 2,000 years, that society has 
been ordered by castes, into which, ac- 
cording to strict Hindu doctrine, all 
Hindus are bom and die. - 
As much as 85 percent of fee current 
ion .of 930 million falls outside 
elite castes, and to them fee system 
has been a suffocating rate that has been 
a more or less absolute barrier to es- 
caping the poverty characteristic of In- 
dian life. 

But society is changing, and signs are 
feat this vote, to be spread over three 
days between April 27 and May 7, may 


mark a watershed in fee political eman- 
cipation of the lower castes. 

Nowhere is this more marked than in 
this vast, kidney-shaped state wife a 
capital thatfolds around the southern rim 
iff the Himalayas and down onto the 
plains feat flank Hinduism’s most sacred 
rivers, the Ganges and the Yamuna. 

One of fee most colorful standard-bear- 
ers fra rite lower-caste assertiveness is 
Malayan Singh Yadav. 56, a farmer 4 
teacher who leads the Samajwadi, or So-ir 
cialist. Party,, which chaws support from 
fee “other backward castes" — or more 
than 50 percent of the state’s voters. 

Competing for lower-caste votes is 
fee Bahujan Samaj, or Majority People’s 
Party, led by Kanriri Ram, an erstwhile 
medical doctor whose support is drawn 
from the lowest caste, fee so-called dal- 
its, or untouchables, who account for 
about 22 percent of the state’s elect- 
orate. 

To score Indians, fee future of India as 
a nation is threatened by the rise of what 
is known here as “caste-ism" and 
. "communalism," terms fea t are codes 
to upper-caste Hindu nationalist groups 
feat maw their support by playing on 
antagonism toward India's 120 million 
Muslims. 

But to others, especially supporters of 
the new sectional parties, fee new polit- 
ical alignments arc an expression of age- 
old realities in India that were 
smothered, or at least disguised, by the 
all-inclusive claims of fee Congress 
Party. 

In this view, fee lower-caste parties 
that are remaking tire state’s political 
map mark a new chapter in Indian demo- 
cracy in which the have-nots, including 
the 350 million people living in poverty, 
will finally have a proper claim on the 
country’s resources. 


SUIT : Automaker Accused of Harassment 


Continued from Page 1 


The commission called its action “the 
largest sexual harassment suit nation- 
wide” since the passage of the Civil 
Rights Act in 1964. The Tuesday filing 
comes ata time when the agency’s entire 
mission has been called into question by 
some members of fee Republican-con- 
trolled Congress. They contend that ef- 
forts to ensure equal opportunity have 
gone too far and have become an unfair 
burden on employers. 

Recently, fee commission has come 
under criticism for its handling of an 
investigation of the Hooter’s Inc. res- 
taurant chain, which has been the subject 
of numerous sexual harassment and 
gender discrimination lawsuits by male 


DRUG* Dose of Caution on Herbal High 9 


Continued from Page 1 


commissioner, said be became con- 
cerned about its use when he Teamed of 
the death by cardiac arrest last month of 
Peter Schlendorf. 20, an apparently 
healthy Long Island man. shortly after 
he had taken the herb. 

The coroner’s office is investigating 
the cause. 

The herb has been promoted by its 
marketers as a “safe, legal and FDA- 
approved" alternative to illicit drugs 
like Ecstasy or meth amphetamine. 
However, the agency has never tested or 
approved any of these herbal com- 
pounds. 

Sold mostly as pills in herb shops, 
pharmacies and natural food stores, they 
are made partly or wholly from ephedra 
and promise euphoria, heightened sexu- 


al feeling, tingly sensations and a happy 
buzz without side effects. 

The stimulatory effects of ephedra are 
the focus of lively debates on bulletin 
boards on the Internet, where the makers 
are advertising it. 

The Food and Drug Administration 
said it knew of 395 adverse reactions 
since 1993 and 15 deaths dial may have 
been caused by ephedrine or synthetic 
ephedrine, which is used in some drugs. 
There are hundreds of additional reports 
on the state level. 

Not all users consumed ephedra in 
search of euphoria. Formulations feat in- 
clude ephedrine are also sold as purported 
aids to weight loss and increased energy. 

At least 20 states have enacted or are 
considering laws to restrict the sale of 
both ephedra and ephedrine, which is 
used in asthma drugs. 4 


and female employees. In the fall. Hoot- 
er’s launched a successful public rela- 
tions counterattack on the agency, ri- 
diculing its actions. Facing congressional 
pressure, the commission has backed 
down on fee case and is unlikely to file a 
lawsuit, agency sources have said. 

The plant employs about 4,000 work- 
ers, mostly Americans and about 70 Jap- 
anese. Some senior managers are Amer- 
ican and others are Japanese. 

The co mmissio n is seeking back pay 
for the women, as well as compensatory 
and punitive damages, which could 
equal more than $10 million, said John 
Rowe, director of the agency’s Chicago 
office. The commission's investigation 
was initialed in early 1994 after 26 fe- 
male employees at the plant made a 
formal complaint to the agency. 

"This case should have a significant 
impact beyond the parries and should 
send the strong message that sexual har- 
assment in the workplace, whether in 
office suites or on fee assembly line 
floor, will not be tolerated — especially 
not on fee outrageous scale that we see 
here," Mr. I ga sa k i said Tuesday. 

Mr. Igasaki said investigators found 

that* 

•Male employees and supervisors ri- 
diculed, ostracized and physically 
threatened women who complained of 
the treatment, and sabotaged their 
work. 

• Male employees and supervisors 
forced women to resign to escape the 
harassment. 

• In at least one case, a male employee 
put his air gun between a woman's legs 
and pulled fee trigger. 

. “There were many other kinds of 
physical sexual harassment,” Mr. Ig- 
asaki said at a news conference in Chica- 
go. “They are all serious.” 
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^Former French West Africa 
Shows Economic Revival 

Devaluation Helped, but Central Africa Lags 


By Jonathan C. Randal 


\ Post Service 


De ?P ite poetical turmoil and 
IgJS* .mtenwitmal aid budgets, 

Afiica tSibcam to 
> dec ade of economic doldrums, 

of 

Woridcammodiiy paces rose suddenly in 
woods and other nrunarv orndm^s. ^ a 


common currency — the first realignment 
between the Bench franc and African franc 
since 1948. 

But as specialists also had forecast, die 
overall performance of France's former Cen- 
tral African possessions was less Impressive, 
even though they are potentially better off. No 


Statistics on their economic performance have 

vhichexs 


ult, seven 


ie« ^ African colon- uauy nan rearea me i w aevaiuanon was me 

1 * so ’ IvOT y CoasLMali. first step toward radical redaction of tire gm- 
.and Togo - — posted average' erous aid that successive retimes in Paris had 


been issued for 1995, which experts interpret 
as an imftcatian of unresolved political dif- 
ficulties, bloated state payrolls and economic 

' Many French-speaking African nations ini- 
tially had feared the 1 994 devaluation was toe 


average 
gains of 6 percent in 



Significantly, toe economy of toe group’s 
locomotive. Ivory Coast, reversed years of 
recession and grew by 7 percent. These results 

woe just what specialists predicted when 
france shocked 14 former sub-Saharan Afric- 
an colonies in January 1994 by facing them 
to undergo a" 50 percent devaluation of their 
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Jordan Shields 
Hamas Chiefs, 
Arafat Charges 


CtmrOtd h OarSufPnm DUp*cha 

RAMAULAH, West Bank — Yasser 
Arafat accused Jordan on Wednesday of 
harboring the leadership of the miHtaiii- 


to be used as a platform for bombings 
against Israel. 

During angry remarks about Hanaas in 
toe Palestinian Legislative Council,, Mr. 
Arafat also said the Mamie movement 
had “declared war" against toe 
Palestinian Authority. . .. 

Brandishing what he said was a 
“secret" Hamas document - uncovered 
by security forces, Mr. Arafet said it and 
interrogations of Hamas prisoners 
showed “that orders are coming from 
Amman, that their headquarters are in 
Amman." 

Relations between Mr. Arafat’s 
Palestinian Authority and Hamas have 
been severely strained by a crackdown on 
Muslim nnftiTBnfts smee tbe Islamic group 
launched a wave of suicide bomhings in 
Israel in Febmaxy and March. 

“This is a declaration of war/* Mr. 
Arafat told the coundl as he read from 
what he said was the Hamas document. 

(AFP, Reuters) 


regimes 

underwritten since toe countries gained in- 
dependence in 1960. French-speaking Africa 
had a record of government corruption, carps 
and stagnant growth, and France was con- 
fronted by a serious economic, a combination 
many analysts believed would lead the gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister Edouard Bahadur 
to cany out just such an agonizing reapprais- 
al. 

But such fears disappeared last May when 
Jacques Chirac, a politician with a wide net- 
work of African friends, was elected president 
of France. So popular was his victory in 
French-speaking Africa that an Ivory Coast 
newspaper splashed toe words “We Won” on 
. its frontpage. 

Mr. Chirac went to bat for Africa despite 
France’s record unemployment, high interest 
. rates and wearisome budget deficit Alone 
among Western countries, France at his in- 
sistence virtually has maintained its level of 
assistance to toe region at about $9 billion a 
year. That aid, largest among toe Group of 
Seven industrialized democracies, is almost 
three times more than toe slashed UJS. com- 
mitment. 

Last June, Mr. Chirac also forced reluctant 
European Umonpartners to renew for five 
years an annual $3.44 billion aid package for 
toe southern hemisphere despite their pref- 
erence for helping the emerging democracies 
of Easton Europe, who are themselves po- 
tential EU members. 

In return, toe EU donors insisted on closely 
linking aid to African Countries to their re- 
spect for democratic practices, human rights 
and good governance. The stipulations 
signaled that exasperated donors were no 
longer routinely willing to condone the ex- 
cesses of authoritarian mismanagement, dic- 
tatorial rule and human rights abuses. 

Although toe new toughness in European 
aid decisions seems to have brought a measure 
of reform, African specialists have urged cau- 
tion, pointing to some hnrir«Hding on com- 
mitments to fair elections, multiparty demo- 
cracy and rigorous finals! accounting. 
Indeed, the Rwandan government was re- 
buffed when it expelled 39 international hu- 
manitarian refief agencies and asked toe Euro- 
pean Union to deliver directly toe tens of 
nnQions of dollars in aid money toe agencies 
had previously administered. 





Vkfaa OmTh/Tfe Aunaorrf hm 

FOLLOW-UP TO PULITZER David Rohde of The Christian Science 
Monitor, who won a Puitizer Prize for reports on the massacre of Bosnian 
Muslims in Srebrenica, phoning in a story from a mass grave rite in Kravice. 


Retrial of Andreotti 
To Begin on May 15 

Judge's Illness Halts Proceedings 


On the human rights front, Cameroon, a 
haven for extremists from Rwanda’s Hutu 
ethnic 

majority, arrested Colonel Theoneste Ba- 
gosera last month on charges of instigating the 
murder of about a half-million members of the 
Tutsi minority in 1994. He and II other 
former senior Rwandan officials wanted by 
tile International War Crimes Tribunal in- 
vestigating the slaughter were to be trans- 
ferred to The Hague to face trial. 

In another example, the International Mon- 
etary Fund froze aid negotiations with Niger 


immediately after a military coup ousted the 
first democratically elected pres- 


country's 

ident in January. The EU quickly suspended 
its assistance. France interrupted all but hu- 
manitarian aid. The coup leaders caved in this 
month, agreeing to set Dew, democratic pres- 
idential elections fa September as the price 
fa resuming the aid 

Although Mr. Chirac was initially critical 
of the devaluation, once in office he embraced 
the Balladur reforms, subordinating bilateral 
Bench aid to acceptance of IMF and World 
Bank reforms aimed at cutting bureaucratic 
fatand straightening out tangled finances. Mr; 
Chirac also renewed France’s commitment to 
further democracy, first enunciated in 1990. 


“The time of gifts is over.” said a senior 
French specialist, explaining this year's 3- 
percent cutback in French aid “The Africans 
know we cannot help them on toe same scale 
as during the past 35 years.” Officials track- 
ing French-African economies at toe Paris- 
based Organization fa Economic Cooper- 
ation and Development decry the region’s 
lack of meaningful private capital investment. 
Joao Vale de Almeida, an EU spokesman 
dealing with Africa, said be is worried that the 
“lack of a success story” on the continent 
could lead to steep aid cuts when the present 
agreement expires in the year 2000. 

Stoking such pessimism is toe failure of 
conceited donor efforts to force refonn on 
France's former Central African possessions. 


Reuters 

PALERMO, Sieily — A 
judge halted on Wednesday 
the seven-month-old trial of 
former Prime Minister Giulio 
Andreotti on Mafia charges 
and ordered that it should start 
again from scratch on May 
15. 

The ruling by Francesco 
Ingargiola. toe judge presid- 
ing at the trial in Palermo, 
arose from the continued ill- 
ness of one of two associates 
who sit with him on the 
bench, Vincenzina Massa. 

Her absence because of a 
detached retina had halted 
proceedings since Jan. 10- 
She was replaced by a sub- 
stitute judge. Antonio Bal- 
samo, at the brief hearing on 
Wednesday. 

Mr. Andreotti, 77, has 
denied charges that he served 
as the Mafia's chief political 
protector in Rome. 

Prime minister seven times 
and a symbol of postwar Italy, 
Mr. Andreotti is also due to go 
on trial Thursday in toe cen- 
tral city of Perugia on a sep- 
arate charge of complicity 
with the Mafia in toe murder 
in 1979 of an Italian journ- 
alist, Mino Pecorelli. 

The Palermo trial will now 
have to start again with initial 
procedural matters. 

But the prosecution and de- 
fense both want at least some 
of toe testimony already 
presented to be integrated in- 
to the new proceedings to 
save time. 

“We must tty to make up 
for all toe time we have lost.” 
said toe prosecutor, Roberto 
Scarpinato. “It is in every- 
one’s interests.” 

Witnesses who have test- 
ified include Tommaso Bus- 
cetta. the first leading mob- 
ster to break the Mafia's code 
of silence and one of Mr. Ari- 
dneotti’s main accusers. 


Italian law requires toe 
presence of both associate 
judges for the entire trial to 
ensure a proper verdicL 

The judge's illness was a 
setback for Mr. Andreom's 
avowed aim to clear his name 
of association with the Mafia, 
a charge he calls part of a 
vendetta by the mob for crack- 
downs against organized 
crime. 

“At 77, 1 am thinking more 
of toe next world than this 
one,” Mr. Andreotti said in 
February. “I have no ambi- 
tions left other than to live long 
enough to see the truth tri- 
umph.” 

The trial on Thursday in 
Perugia will see Mr. An- 
dreotti accused — with three 
of the Mafia's notorious mob- 
sters and former Foreign 
Trade Minister Claudio Vi- 
tal one — of toe shooting in 
1979 of Mr. PecoreIl£ a 
muckraking journalist who 
thrived on political gossip. 

Prosecutors allege that Mr. 
Andreotti wanted Mr. Peco- 
relii out of toe way because he 
feared the journalist intended 
to publish damaging revela- 
tions, some of them about the 
1978 kidnapping and murder 
by Red Brigades guerrillas of 
former Prime Minister Aldo 
Moro. 


Buigaria-Lithuania Fact 


A gent: e Frarwe-Pressc 

SOFIA — Bulgaria and 
Lithuania signed a friendship 
and cooperation treaty here 
Wednesday that provides fa 
closer ties. The Bulgarian 
president, Zhelyu Zhelev, and 
toe visiting Lithuanian pres- 
ident, Algirdas Brazauskas, 
signed the treaty as well as an 
accord on closer economic, 
scientific and technical co- 
operation . 


which include toe oil-producing states of 
Gabon. 


Cameroon, Congo and 

The Congo is potentially rich, but has mort- 
gaged its oH revenues until 2012 and refused 
to reduce its bloated civil service and state 
corporation payrolls. The finances of Gabon 
are also precarious, as are those of Cameroon. 
All three countries have resisted full imple- 
mentation of IMF reforms. 

In north-central Africa. Chad is only now 
emerging from decades of little wars, some- 
times involving Libya. 


I repeat for the last time: 
«The Paris Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 
opens its Web site». 
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AFRICA CONNECT 


Releasing ihe fail potential 


In recem years tbe liberalization of trade, invcsirocm and finance aDd thr tediDQk®cal rr\ - o!uiion in 

tnfonnaaon and camoarncaUops hare engulfed the worid in a surging gtobalization process. Afiica has ihe 
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• preanotii* awareness of tbe potential and opportunities for creating business linkages in Africa 

• providing an e m i rom oent for effective business nci w oi Ring 


Here is yonr opportunity to eonneet tcUh — 
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• Noo-regional transraiioaa] corporations (TNCs) that are cuneniJy investing in Africa 

• Other TNCs Interested m knowing more about ebe African market ami tovesmeni donate 

• African Chambets of Commeree and Industry. African Investment Promotion Agencies and other 


business otg anfr at ioni. 

• Key Govemmeu officials. indudiogMimsiersofTrade and Industry and kfimsters of Fbance 


1 INTERNATIONAL RECRUITMENT 1 

Yoo WI find below □ selecHon of emplo>m^clfors publi^^ in last Mooda/s Intematiotval Herald Tribune 8 

For a cx>py of bst Monday's paper, please contact Fred Ronan on Paris [1)41 43 93 91 8 

I -L-+- r: f 

1 L.,. 


wmmmm 

• Financial Director 
■ Staff Accountant 

Metromedia International 
Telecommunications, Inc 

MITl, Inc 

Attn-. BD - FP 

333, Ludlow Street 

Stamford, Ct 06902 - USA 

Direttore Esecntfro 

— 

Fax; (06) 6880*83 69 

Personnel Mamger 
based North of Burnt 

— 

International Herald Tribune § 

Box 48-63 Long Acre U 

London WC2E9JH-GB i 

Fax: (0171) 240 -2254 1 


in a Buriness Conference that u truly special— 


• Tbe three (3) day business conference of 500 or so participants is tk&erately timed to coincide witfi 
UNCTAD K, a high level inteigovcnnnental cocfeitacc vwitb its estimated 5000 panidpaMs) that 
win be takin g place over a two-week period at die same venue ki South Africa and whose agenda 
focuses an issues of globalization, liberalization and enterprise development. Many Heads of 
Government and Ministers of Trade. Industry. Commerce and finance will an cod the global 
intergovernmental gathering, and an opportunity will there/ore be provided for regional 
businessmen and top executives of transnational corporations to interact with the key policy 
fbramJaiots and tVritinn makers in both Africa and tbe rest of tbe vradd. 


Tbe Conference format h 2 s been tkagned to create an in te racti v e business environment that can 
facilitat e networking and result in the initiation erf real commercial deals in tbe wodJs bst great 
business frooorr. 
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Nightmare in Liberia 


Destruction and senseless killing 
won't leave Liberia's innocent civil- 
ians alone. Once again, fighting and 
looting rage in the streets of Monrovia, 
refugees are on the move, hostages are 
in the hands of hoodlums and lasting 
peace remains a distant dream. Liber- 
ia's six-year nightmare goes on. 

For a while there, it seemed die old- 
est independent republic on the African 
continent might be headed toward a 
new day in which life and property 
would be respected, even if die building 
blocks to a democratic transition were 
only slowly being put in place. With 
this latest outbreak of fighting among 
military rivals, the fragile cease-fire 
negotiated under the auspices of a West 
African regional group and a UN ob- 
server mission has been shattered. The 
trashing of property and life have re- 
sumed on a scale that suggests civil war 
may not be far behind. The order of the 
day in Liberia has relapsed to what it 
largely has been since the rebel Charles 
Taylor struck against the corrupt re- 
gime of Samuel K. Doe in December 
1989: fright, grisliness and chaos. 

The warlords, though they pretend to 
want peace and will sign agreements 
placed before diem, seem to thirst only 
for power. Their guns and knowledge 
of die ways of war are their claim to a 
place at the table. They bear official- 


East Asian Realities 


No one can be certain why North 
Korea suddenly and deliberately vi- 
olated the 43-year-old armistice on the 
Korean Peninsula this week, and then 
just as abruptly stopped. The action 
could have been an attempt to intim- 
idate South Korea on the eve of its 
parliamentary elections, or simply a 
reflection of an internal power struggle 
involving the military. Whatever the 
reasons. North Korea's decision to 
send hundreds of its troops into the 
Demilitarized Zone has brought an ap- 
propriately measured response from 
the United States. While refusing to be 
in timidate d, the C lint on administration 
has also properly avoided exaggerating 
the dangers. 

North Korea's action underscores 
the hazardous realities of East Asia 
even as the Cold War recedes in 
memory. Coming on the eve of a visit 
to the region by President Bill Clinton, 
it also provides a reminder that the 
American military presence promotes 
stability in the area. While not wanting 
to say so publicly, for example, many 
Asian nations privately welcomed the 


show of strength by the U.S. Navy 
when China fired missiles into the 


when China fired missiles into the 
Taiwan Strait in the days leading up to 
the Taiwanese election. China was try- 
ing to tell the world not to recognize 
Taiwan as an independent country, bat 
its actions ended up strengthening the 
hand of Lee Teng-hui. Taiwan's pres- 
ident. In similar fashion. North 
Korea's action may strengthen the 
hand of its enemy. President Kim 
Young Sam of South Korea. 

Considering how isolated and mys- 
terious North Korea is, the diplomacy 
of die last few years to defuse nuclear 
tensions has been remarkably success- 
ful The breakthrough of 1994, in 
which North Korea agreed to dismantle 
its nuclear program and accept inspec- 
tion of its nuclear facilities, was a major 
step forward. But efforts to draw the 
North out of its isolation have faltered. 


Especially disappointing have been the 
repeated, failed efforts by South Korea 
to bring its neighbor intoa dialogue that 
could lead to mutual recognition and 
respect. North Korea re mains wedded 
to its bizarre interpretation ofhistory , in 
which it was the South that launched 
the Korean War and became a colony 
of tiie United States. Because of that 
view. North Korea is determined to 
sign a peace treaty only with America. 

The main purpose of President Clin- 
ton's next trip is to visit Russia. But on 
the way he will stop in both Japan and 
South Korea on a visit that was 
scrapped last year because of congres- 
sional wrangling over the budget. Re- 
inforcing tiie need for the American 
military presence will be uppermost on 
his agenda. Japan is worried about the 
negative public reaction to the trial and 
conviction of three American service- 
men on charges of raping a young girl 
in Okinawa last year. Mr. Clinton needs 
to reassure the Japanese that it is in the 
region’s interest for the United Stares to 
leave in place tiie 100,000 troops now 
stationed throughout Korea, Japan and 
on ships in die Pacific. 

In South Korea, Mr. Clinton must 
remind the North that it cannot hope to 
drive a wedge between tiie United 
States and its longtime ally. Only by 
renewing American commitments to its 
friends and urging negotiations to re- 
solve various differences can Mr. Clin- 
ton persuade North Korea to drop its 
self-defeating attempt to browbeat the 
South. By all accounts. North Korea is a 
nation nearly strangled by problems, 
including a famine that has reportedly 
spread unrest and even curtailed mil- 
itary exercises this past winter. North 
Korea cannot afford these empty con- 
frontations with its foes. Forging agree- 
ments with its ooetime enemies on nuc- 
lear and other security issues is the way 
to help its beleaguered popolace out of 
isolation and starvation. 

—THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


Other Comment 


Iranian Arms Shipments 


For four long years, the war in Bosnia 
defied Big Power fiddling, aim-twisting 
and diplomatic initiatives, finally col- 
lapsing last fall because the combatants 
simply ran out of gas. Had the Amer- 
icans and Europeans been able to fore- 
see that outcome, some considerable 
missteps might not have been made, 
including the Clinton administration's 
decision to wink at Iranian arms ship- 
ments to the Muslim-led Bosnian gov- 
ernment despite a UN anus embargo. 

That administration decision 
achieved a result many in Washington 
had long and openly thought fair and 


positive, giving the outgunned Bos- 
nians a fighting chance against su- 


nians a fighting chance against su- 
perior Bosnian Serb fences. But the fact 
was that hardly anyone knew of the 


plan, certainly not in detail. The CIA, 
for instance, and responsible congres- 
sional committees were in the dark. 

A Los Angeles Times report last 
week (IHT. April 6) was the first public 
disclosure that the White House and 
Stale Department told President Franjo 


Tudjman of Croatia in 1994 that the 
United States would not raise an ob- 
jection to an Iranian arms pipeline 
through Croatia to Bosnia, with the 
Croah ans taking a cut. With the Iranian 
weapons came Iranian trainers. 

Yes, the White House decision 
helped level the field in tiie Bosnian war, 
but surely the administration should 
have been more sensitive to the Iranian 
factor. Iran-contra is not even in the 
history books yet. The Clinton admin- 
istration. like its predecessors, has pur- 
sued a policy of containing Iranian in- 
fluence beyond the Gulf. Why then did 
the administration choose to tacitly en- 
dorse Iran's shipment of arms? Weren't 
there some other options at that time, 
including putting the question of the UN 
arms embargo back on the table? 

Fallout from the disclosures has be- 
gun and President BUI Clinton is feel- 
ing the pressure in an election year. 
Bob Dole, his presumed opponent, 
called the details of tiie report ’“dis- 
turbing news" and asked pertinent 
Senate committees to investigate. 

— Los Angeles Times. 
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P ALO ALTO, California — What if 
the bomb that killed 168 people and 


so undin g titles, but men such as the 
fugitive Roosevelt Johnson and his 
ULIMO-J forces. Alhaji Kromah and 
the ever-present Charles Taylor are, at 
bottom, unrestrained, self-enriching 
bullies who have turned their country 
into a graveyard. It is because of them 
that thousands of fearful men and wo- 
men have taken refuge on United Stales 
property in Liberia and that a helicopter 
airlift of Americans is now under way, 
with contingency plans for a full-scale 
evacuation of an addi tional 400 Amer- 
icans and possibly hundreds of others . 

And yet the international community 
holds out hope. The UN Security Corn- 
ell has issued a call for the waning 
factions to stop the shooting, release all 
hostages and return to the peace accord 
they signed less than a year ago. The 
American role is appropriately that of 
an indirect mediator and supporter of 
collective African action rattier than 
intervenor. Peacemaking must be an 
African responsibility. But tiie Security 
Council's message, with U.S. backing, 
should not be lost on Liberia's warring 
rivals. Fail to comply with calls for 
peace, says the world body, and Liberi- 
ans "risk losing the support of the 
international community." The con- 
sequences could be even more somber 
than what is happening now. 

— THE WASHINGTON POST. 


1 the bomb that killed 168 people and 
blasted tiie federal building in Oklahoma 
City a year ago this month had been 
nuclear? It’s not a far-fetched scenario. 

Nuclear materials — once extremely 
difficult to find outside of controlled 
government facilities — are increas- 
ingly making their way to the inter- 
national black market 
Theoretically, it is possible to make a 
well-designed nuclear bomb from a 
lump of plutonium the size of a soda can. 
A erode nuclear bomb — which requires 
less expertise but more fissile material 
— would be deliverable by van. 

Even a crude one-kilotan atomic ex- 
plosion — tiny by nuclear standards — 
would be hundreds of times more 
powerful than the Oklahoma blast 
In America it might also perma- 
nently alter the balance between security 
and civil liberties. There would be much 
more support for widespread domestic 
FBI and CIA surveillance and for chips 
that monitor electronic conversations. 

Next week in Moscow, President 
Bill Clinton and the heads of the other 


By Jessica Stern 


Group of Seven industrial nations 
will meet with President Boris Yelt- 
sin at a nuclear summit meeting to 
discuss such worries. 

The breakup of the Soviet Union has 
increased the risk of nuclear terrorism. 
Cash-strapped Russian Army troops 
are selling their weapons abroad, often 
through Russian mafia middlemen. 

Hardware from missiles designed to 
carry nuclear warheads has its 
way from the former Soviet Union to 
Iraq. And in November, Chechen ter- 
rorists placed a container of radioactive 
material in a Moscow park. Officials 
removed it after the perpetrators told 
reporters where it was. 

Despite these problems, the Russian 
government has found 80 percent of 
its nuclear facilities to have no "por- 
tal monitors" — exit doors with built- 
in radiation detectors — to prevent 
insider theft 

Russian officials have repeatedly 
denied that any nuclear smugg lin g 


involved weapons-gradc material- But 
terrorists and would-be nuclear nations 
aren't that picky. They would probably 
be ,«iirf!ed with lower-grade uranium 
or the kind of plutonium found in spent 
nuclear reactor fuel rods. 

Seven confirmed cases of theft from 
the former Soviet Union involve such 
“ weapons-usable' ' materials — in- 
gredients that could make a nuclear 
device capable of kilting hundreds of 
thousands. 


Since 1991 — under legislation pro- 
posed by Senator Sam Nunn. Demo- 
crat of Georgia, and Senator Richard 
Lugar, Republican of Indiana — Con- 
gress appropriated a total of $1.5 
trilli on to help former Soviet states pro- 
tect and dismantle nuclear warheads 
and create safe storage for weapons- 
grade nuclear materi als. 

But the program applies only to Rus- 
sia, Belarus, Ukraine and Kazakhstan 
— even though other former Soviet 
republics also possess nuclear mater- 
ials and expertise. 

And the $15 billion total — an ap- 
propriation that barely squeaked 


trough Congress — hm! mu* com- 
pared to the roughly S250 aUpn 
that the United States budgets each 

vear for defense. 

To protect ourselves, we Amnoos 
shouldurge President Clinton and Con- 
gress to take tiie following artion: _ 

• Expand the Nunn-Uigar tegjsfettoo 
to embrace all former Soviet »***- 

• Regularize meetings wrm the 
Group of Seven nations and Russia os 

nuclear smuggling- . 

• Intensify intelligence eff orts m art 

former Soviet countries, especially a 
Central Asia and the C aucasus, which 
are likely export routes for illicit nuc- 
lear components. . 

• Expand training in the former ao- 
viet Union in law enforcement, cus- 
toms and forensics. 

These steps carry a low cost. Ana 
anything less is irresponsible. 


The author, who is writing a boo k 
on terrorism, is a fellow at Starfard 
University’s Hoover Insolation. She 
contributed this comment to The New 
York Times. 


Mutual Back-Scratching Could Help Yeltsin and Clinton 


W ASHINGTON — Many 
American voters be- 


VV American voters be- 
moan the lack of a clear choice 
in a Clinton vs. Dole campaign. 
But take a look at the menu of 
front-runners offered Russians 
for their June election: the au- 
thoritarian incumbent Yeltsin, 
the opportunistic Communist 
Zyuganov and the wild ul- 
tranationalist Zhirino vsky. 

"Some choice,” a moder- 
ate, internationally minded 
Russian politician recently told 
an American friend. "We can 
choose the Chechen war. Or 
the Cold War. Or world war." 

This Russian expects to hold 
his nose and vote for Boris 
Yeltsin despite the president's 
savage war on Chechen society. 
As Gennadi Zyuganov unfolds 
his plans to take Russia back to 
a Soviet future and Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky seeks a czarist re- 
vival, Mr. Yeltsin looks less 
and less bod to Middle Russia. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky’s belliger- 
ent racism seems to wear thin. 
His poD numbers have fallen 
behind those of the "resur- 
gent" Mr. Yeltsin — who is 
still barely in double digits and 
trails the Communist propa- 


By Jim Hoagland 


gandist Zyuganov, who has a 
lock on 20 percent of die vote. 

But the weakening pull of 

extreme nationalism m the 
Russian campaign offers Mr. 
Yeltsin and President Bill 
Clinton an opening to revive an 
old Washington-Moscow ritu- 
al. When they meet in Moscow 
next week, the two leaders 
should look bade to die era 
when their predecessors used 
foreign policy to help each oth- 
er against internal rivals. 

Against all odds and conven- 
tional wisdom, this year’s big 
power back-scratching could 
involve a clear U.S.-Russtan 
under standin g on foe most con- 
tentious issue the nations have 
wrangled over since the end of 
foe Cold Wan the expansion of 
NATO into Central Europe. 

Mr. Yeltsin and his foreign 
minister. Yevgeni Primakov, 
have sent signals recently that 
they have more room to man- 
euver onNATO expansion than 
seemed possible even a few 
weeks ago. Their moderated 
words are only straws in tiie 
wind but still worth chasing. 


Mr. Clinton, Mr. Yeltsin and 
their nations could benefit 
from a look back at the subtle 
politics of Cold War back- 
scratching, when summit 
meetings and arms control 
agreements were election year 
centerpieces for Democratic 
and Republican presidents. 
What political good is tension 
between adversaries who can 
destroy each other unless it can 
be visibly relaxed as voters 
make up their minds to vote for 
or against incumbents? 

It is Mr. Yeltsin who now 
weighs the electoral benefits of 
running as peacemaker, as the 
man amo ng the front-runners 
who can best be friends with the 
West A few months ago be 
seemed to be auditioning roc the 
role of militant nationalist who 
will show that Russia carmot be 
p fishftd around by Americans, 


Chechens at anybody else. 
One sign of this emeriti 


One sign of emerging 
change in campaign profiles 
comes in Mr. Yeltsin's (still 
unfulfilled) promises to end 
the war in Chechnya. Another 
may well be the recent soften- 


ing of Russian rhetoric about 
tiie Cli ntnn administration’s 
pledge to bring Poland, the 
Czech Republic, Hungary and 
perhaps other Central Euro- 
pean nations into NATO. 

When Mr. Yeltsin met with 
NATO Secretary General Javi- 
er Solana Madariaga in Mos- 
cow on March 21, he publicly 
m'riwiHf d Russia's hostility to 
any NATO expansion. Bui 
since then, he and Mr. Pri- 
makov have begun to talk in 
public of conditions under 
which NATO expansion could 
be accommodated by Russia. 

These conditions involve 
NATO's not stationing foreign 
troops or nuclear weapons in 
its new Central European 
membexs, steps that NATO 
would not expect to undertake 
in peacetime m any event. Mr. 
Primakov also has raised tiie 
idea that the Central Europeans 
should keep their /Wiimng 
forces out of NATO’s inte- 
grated military planning. That 
is mare difficult. 

For policy and political rea- 
sons, Mr. Clinton has decided 
not to strike a formal deal that 
seems to give Russia a say over 


NATO expansion. That is the 
right as well as prudent course: 
ft preserves alliance indepen- 
dence and simuftaneoasiy lim- 
its Mr. Clinton's vulnerability 
to Republican criticism. 

But most of the limitations 
the Russians are now mention- 
ing ran be ac co mmodated by 
unilateral declarations . by 
NATO, which tiie Russians 
can point to as meeting their 
needs. Some indications from 
Moscow and Washington (hat 
such an mwtenaaBriing has 
been or will shortly be reached 
could take tiie contentiousness 
out of the NATO expansion 
issue in this double election 
year, even if time is too short to 
actually resolve it. 

Republican spokesmen will 
no doubt be shocked, yes, 
shocked to discover there is 
gambling and back-scratching 
m the casino c£ world lead- 
ership if this kind erf under- 
standing on NATO does take 
shape in time to help Mr. 
Yeltsin and Mr. Clinton. But I 
suspect Richard Nixon will be 
rolling in his grave, from envy 
and nostalgia. 

The Washington Post. 


China Takes a Hong Kong Public Relations Blitz to the World 


H ONG KONG — China 
may have lost interest in 


J. J_may have lost interest in 
winning the hearts and minds of 
its compatriots in Hong Koag 
and Taiwan, resorting to threats 
and strong-arm tactics. But it is 


By Philip Bowring 


putting its weight behind a pub- 
tic relations blitz aimed at mak- 


tic relations blitz aimed at mak- 
ing the rest of the world believe 
that Hong Kong’s liberal values 
are unthreatened by next year’s 
transfer of power to the ap- 
pointees of an increasingly na- 
tionalistic Beijing. 

The local audience is being 
treated to full-page advertise- 
ments in major newspapers in- 
viting residents to submit opin- 
ions to the so-called Preparatory 
Committee. Beijing’s instru- 
ment for transition policy, on 
achieving a smooth change of 
sovereignty. This is the same 
committee, made up of Beijing 
appointees, that a week earlier 


expelled the one member who 
had dared vote a gainst the com- 
mittee’s proposal to appoint a 
rubber-stamp legislature in 
place of the existing Hong Kong 
Legislative Council, which was 
voted into office last year. 

The international com- 
munity, meanwhile, is the ob- 
ject of similar but more insi- 
dious propaganda, insidious 
because it is less obvious as 
such to the casual observer, or 
even to the officials, congress- 
men and media of the countries 
targeted. The most prominent 
of the organizations conducting 
this campaign calls itself the 
Better Hong Kong Foundation. 

Supposedly dedicated to pro- 
moting tiie territory overseas, 
the foundation is a well-heeled 
outfit headed by local business- 


men. Some of its leading lights 
have recently been touring foe 
United States to spread foe 
word that Hong Kang has a 
glorious future so long as the 
United States renews most- 
favored-nation trading status 
for China and tiie press stops 
writing negative stories about 
the territory. 

But the foundation does not 
say much about its opposition to 
even the modest level of demo- 
cracy now prevailing in Hoag 
Kong. As a patriotic bugler for 
Beijing, it "knows" that demo- 
cracy is unwanted by Hong 
Kong and was thrust upon a 
reluctant populace by the last 
imperialist. Governor Chris- 
topher Patten. 

It accepts that anyone who 
dares disagree with a Beijing 


decision should be excluded 
from any future rofe in the or- 
gans of decision-making. 

The foundation leaders also 
know how modi' most-favored- 
nation status benefits China, 
and they may have an idea how 
little it benefits the United 
States. They understand how 


tative in Hang Kong. Zhou Nan, 
foe icy and unrelentingly dog- 
matic head of Xinhua, and Lu 
Ping, foe Preparatory Commit- 
tee’s Beijing puppet master. 

The trade development coun- 
cil, a pnbhdy funded body, in 


foe past has played a useful and 
apolitical rote, ft sends frequent 


Local business 
leaders are the 
spokesmen for the 
campaign. 


Residents of the Earth, Grow Up! 


J OHNSBURG, New York 
— “The fight against bad 


J — “The fight against bad 
English is not mvolous,” 
George Orwell wrote in 1946 
— a conviction that has grown 
ever truer in foe intervening 
half century. 

Today, a muddled thought 
or phrase can send the whole 
globe inarching down acul de 
sac. And this is why Earth Day , 
April 22, should be spent with 
dictionaries and thesaunises. 

For nearly a decade, envi- 
ronmentalists have tried to in- 
troduce a catchword into foe 
planetary vocabulary. “Sus- 
tainability" made its debut in 
the mid-1980s in UN docu- 
ments. and today it is standard 
jargon in certain circles. 

Think tanks and policy ana- 


By Bill McKibben 


The President's Council, 
whose report is powerful in 
many ways, coukl not even 
bring itself to call for less use of 
energy, only for less use of 
energy "per unit of industrial 
output" — say, one less barrel 
of oil in making each widget 
while producing ever more 
widgets. 

It's no wonder we want to 
avoid choosing between eco- 


The planet can 9 t 
support any more 
equivocation. 


lysts use it constantly. Just last 
month. President Bill Cl in- 


month, President Bill Clin- 
ton’s Council on Sustainable 
Development issued its report, 
"Sustainable America.” 

But the phrase has never 
made the leap to lingo — and 
never wflL It’s time to figure 
out why, and then figure out 
something else. 

"Sustainability” was born 
partly in an effort to obfuscate, 
to paper over the tension be- 
tween tiie fact that societies 
are overexploiting foe planet’s 
physical resources and the feet 
that everyone seems reluctant 
to stop this rapaciousness. 

Hence, phrases such as 
"sustainable development” 
and "sustainable growth” are 
used when the real intent is to 


put off the day of reckoning 
for a few more decades. 


nomic growth — between an 
expanding, interdependent 
world economy — and a 
healthy environment Helping 
economies in poor countries 
grow might reduce some of 
the environmental damage 
that comes of desperation. 
Economic growth allows rich 
countries to alleviate certain 
kinds of pollution with even 
more advanced technologies. 

But the largest environmen- 
tal problems — global warm- 
ing. destruction of habitat — 
are essentially caused by eco- 
nomic and population growth, 
not by faulty technology. 

To deal with such troubles 
in the next few decades, the 
world will need not only bi- 
cycles and energy -efficient 
mass transportation, it will also 


need a new way of thinking . 
Our societies wtil have to vol- 
untary stabilize, if not reduce, 
the size of their economies 
and populations. 

"Sustainability,” which Or- 
well would have disdained, is 
no help, hi competition with 
“growth,” “sustainability’" is 
doomed because it foies not 
refer to anything familiar. We 
understand “growth” b ecause 
everything that lives grows. 
But we do something else, too, 
if we are lucky. We mature. We 
stop growing physically and 
start concentrating cm moral, 
spiritual and cultural growth. 

And so “maturity” just 
might be tiie right new 
buzzword. People can imagine 
mature societies, civilizations, 
perhaps even economies, even 
though we may not know yet 
how to achieve them. 

The transition to a world of 
tighter limits — by choice now, 
or necessity later — would be 
wrench ing. B ut at least the term 
fits our frame of reference. 

Maturing means restraining 
oneself — precisely what 
environmentalists contend our 
species must do. Maturity 
means, at bottom, recognizing 
foal one is not tiie of 

the world but part of 

something larger. 

And that is just tiie point 
that the ailing planet wants 
everyone to grasp. 


important it is to keep Wall 
Street sweet so it wll continue to 
absorb huge flows of equity and 
bond Issues by their own com- 
panies, which local investors, 
being of nervous disposition, 
might be reluctant to take up. 

They know that free trade is a 
splendid idea so long as it does 
not undermine local oligopolies 
or apply to exporting to China. 
Naturally, many regard intellec- 
tual property rights as an im- 
perialist conspiracy, and coun- 
try-of-origin rules as yet another 
colonialist plot to divide Hong 
Kong from the motheriand. 

The Better Hong Kong 
Foundation is more form just a 
pressure group marf e up of tiie 
self-interested. It is so influen- 
tial that it is to hold a conference 
with the Hong Kong Trade De- 
velopment Council, which will 
ex clude existing Hong Kong 
government officials but in- 
clude Beijing's senior represen- 


apolitical rote, ft sends frequent 
delegations to Washington and 
elsewhere to plead, in the name 
of Hong Kong’s liberal Institu- 
tions, against any trade measures 
directed at China that might hurt 
Hong Kong. Yet it now gives foe 
impression it is evolving into 
another mouthpiece for "patri- 
otic” pronouncements. 

The "patriotism" of those 
behind tiie Better Hong Kong 
Foundation, might be admirable 
if it were not so hypocritical. So 
many of those who parrot 
Beijing's attacks an "Western’’ 
liberalism and who are lining up 
to join its quisling legislature 
possess or have applied for for- 
eign passports (albeit often cov- 
ertly), made sure their children 
were born in the United States 
or C a na da, and rely on liberal 
and democratic legal systems to 
keep their trust funds and hold- 
ing companies secure. 

Iruemao'onal Herald Tribune. £ 


Letters intended for public- 
ation should be addressed 
” Letters to the Editor" and 
contain the writer's signature, 
name and full address. Letters 
should be brief and are subject 
to editing. We cannot be re- 
sponsible for the return of un- 
solicited manuscripts. 
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1896: Deadly Hods 


PARIS — [The Herald says in an 
Editorial:] The agitation in Ger- 
many for some time past to sup- 
press duelling received fresh im- 
petus from a third final doel 
which took place in Potsdam 
yesterday [April 10]. All of the 
duels have been fought under 
conditions which made foe H«rh 

or serious injury of either or both 

of the combatants a matter of 
certainty. Bis zum Abfuhr was 
tiie stipulation in «irh case, in 
other words the fight was to con- 
tinue till one of the duellists was 
hors de combat. 


searching women's stortring K 
for contraband liquor? Personal 
liberty appears to be a thing of 
tiie past 


1946: Japan Votes 


1921: Hip Flask Quest 


The writer, author of 
"Hope. Human and Wild." 
contributed this comment to 
The New York Times. 


NEW YORK — An order has 

been issued to police who are 
enforcing prohibition: they are 
to give special attention to hip 
pockets winch may contain 

flasVc Wifh rtiA kU 


* : ■ — wuuun 

flasks. With foe hip pocket an 
object of suspicion, how lone 
wdl it be before foe police are 


TOKYO — Women voters, cap- 
itdizmg on their recent enfran- 
chisement. paraded to ballot 
booths in surprising numbers 
today [April 10] as Japan con- 
foteted its first coercion-free 
election under democratic prin- 
ciples of the o c c upati on. The 
percentage of women voters was 
particularly high in metropolitan 
centers, and in several districts 
“tore women than men. voted. 
Although the tinexpectedty large. 
vote cast by women may upseff 
“^.prognostications, observers 
hetieve the Conservative parties 
. Liberals and the ftpgress- 

ives — will gam most of foe 
seas, with a lesser number for 
Social-Democrats md Com- 

m urusts . One Hundre d or more 
UK *pendents also- may win.- 
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r Harvard Is Crimson 
About This Graduate 

®y Frank Rich 
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hours spent poring over ob- 
scure library books no one 
else wans to read and bis 
egomaniacal chronicling of 

bis own accomplishm ents in 
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to ri taring habit of playing a 
' trumpet lace at night 

As someone who passed 
through the college a rier-nH>- 

The Unabomber 
suspect, far from 
being an 
aberration, is all 
too recognizably 
a Harvard type. 

later, I reacted to Mr. Kaczyn- 
ski's crimson post rather dif- 
ferently. The Unabomber sus- 
pect, far from being an 
aberration, is all too recog- 
nizably a Harvard type. Or as 
an owner of the Blackfoot 
Market in Lincoln, Montana, 
said of him to a reporter last 
week. “When the authorities 
told me they were looking for 
a Harvard graduate, he was 
the first person who came to 
mind." 

He is not, perhaps, the scat 
of alumnus the university is 
eager to claim at a time when 
its fund-raising letters extol 
Harvard for being “in . a 
unique position to make this 
. world a better place.” 

■* But the traits are all there, 
starting with that messy zoom 
back in Cambridge. When I 
surveyed my own classmates 
by E-mail for their reaction to 
the suspect's old school lie, 
no one expre ss ed shock. 

4 T can remember a number 
of friends and acquaintances 
who were isolated and un- 
happy, living in squalid con- 
ditions not dissimilar from 
those ascribed to the Unab- 
omber,” wrote back one, 
Martin Marks- 1 remember 
them too, and if I were the 
FBI, I'd think about matching 
up other unsolved crimes 


“Thorean-Iike” by "News- 
week, evoking a star rfum 
from the class of 1837. 

What's fascinating about 
Mr. Kaczynski’s Harvard 
igree is not its existence 


dial anyone might be sur- 
prised by it Some Americ- 
ans, however declining in 
number, still cling to die il- 
lusion drat membership in 
some supposed elite — 
whether defined by money, 
celebrity, power or a diploma 

— can confer invulnerability, m*. A n «t 

Hence die “shock” initially luCl/TUg War 
generated by OJ. 
by the proximity lo 



A Village Thrives Near the DMZ 


M elbourne — Seven 

miles south of the De- 
militarized Zone dial divides 
North and South Korea, and 
about 20 miles from Seoul, is 
the Village of 1 8 Trees. It was 
named for the trees that me- 
morialize 18 Western and 
Asian reporters who were 
killed during the Korean 
War. 

Until in the early 1950s. 

meanwhile 

there bad been another village 
on the same site, but wben the 
guns finally fell silent, noth- 
ing remained. Years later, 
when South Korea began to 
throw away the crutches cm 
which it had limped along 
after the war. the village was 
reborn. Its relative wealth 
now compared with that of 
villages north of the zone 
provides an insight into cur- 
rent tensions on the penin- 
sula. 

When the drift from the 
countryside to the cities 
began in South Korea, the 
government realized that dis- 
satisfied peasantry could be 
extremely dangerous. As part 
of its New Village Move- 
ment, it appealed to former 
war correspondents to con- 
tribute to the rehabilitation of 
the Village of 1 8 Trees. 

For me. the village became 
a barometer of the South’s 
progress. The population 
when I visited for the first 


By Denis Warner 


time in the early 1970s was 
less than 500. The farms were 
tiny, averaging less than two 
acres, and farmers grew rice, 
bailey, beans, melons, pep- 
pers and strawberries for the 
Seoul market. 

The villagers had taken 
good care of the 18 trees, 
while contributions from the 
correspondents had helped to 
build an assembly hall and a 
community warehouse. But 
the village itself remained 
desperately poor; the farm- 
ers’ thatched houses had dirt 
floors and only primitive fur- 
niture. 

Apologizing for the state of 
his house. Yi Tae Yung, the 
village headman, invited me 
to join him in a cup of ginseng 
tea. He could ill afford the 
hospitality. The average an- 
nual household income in the 
village was just over 1.000 
won. or about $200. 

Two years passed before I 
saw Mr. Yi again. By that 
time, he was flourishing. De- 
fying all odds, he had built 
himself a polyethylene- 
covered hot bouse, heated by 
charcoal fires, in which he 
was growing pineapples that 
he sold in Seoul for a fine 
price. 

Another couple of years 
passed before I returned to the 
village. This time the 
thatched roofs had been re- 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


of 

the chemical company heir 
John du Print, by Vincent 
Foster’s suicide, and now by 
tile supposed Harvard serial 
ItiSer.' 

Eteyard, being Harvard, is 
maintainin g a cool sfl en ce 
about its newly famous 
graduate. But' some of my 
clas smates are already toss- 
ing out ingenious ideas for 
spin controL 

One writes that Mr: 
Kaczynski can be seen as a 
testament to “the rich di- 
versity” of the Harvard stu- 
dent body. Another points out 
that tim Unabamber’s success 
at his chosen endeavor re- 
veals how Harvard inspired 
“its nmfergiaffnfllpje, both the 
good and the bad, to higher 
levels of accomplishment.” 

My old donnmate Robert 
McCleary — and his room, 
by the way. wasn’t terribly 
neat — proposes that Har- 
vard, in the midst of its largest 
capital drive ever, grab the 
moment and proudly take 
credit farpEoducing “the best 
and brightest in every field, 
crime included.” 

After all, who but a Har- 
vard man coold outwit federal 
agents for 18 years? . 

The New YorkTbnes. 


Despite what A. M. Rosenthal says 
in “Drugs Deserve a War, Not Cow- 
ardly Surrender” (Opinion, March 
27), most thinlringpeople know the 
drug war is a loser, loo many pockets, 
especially those in official places, are 
being lined with gold, while the cost to 
the taxpayers is astronomical. 

Many of those who accompanied 
Mr. Rosenthal to Puerto Rico’s con- 
ference on drags make their living in 
the war, or as a result of it; regarding 
the newly drag-free bousing projects, 
peshaps the success of the Pueno Rican 
government’s efforts there will be best 
evaluated a year or two from now. 

JEANETTE F. HUBER. 

Kinsale, Ireland. 

The U.S. drag problem is primarily 


one of demand, not supply. Measures 
such as building fences around low- 
income housing projects will not have 
lasting success. 

Long-term efforts to stem this de- 
mand offer more promising rewards. 
The “war” should be conducted with 
education that clearly inculcates the 
negative effects of drugs, following 
the campaigns against cigarettes that 
in many countries are reducing the 
percentage of people who smoke. 

GENE JEM AIL. 

Sokolov, Czech Republic. 

Russian Executions 

Regarding “Executions Are on the 
Rise in Russia ” (March 27): 

The writer seems to criticize Mr. 
Yeltsin for not having put an end to 
the applications of the death penalty. 


despite the demands of fee Council of 
Europe. 

Just imagine the response if 
NATO, as a grouping of civilized 
democratic countries, were to put a 
similar request to its members. 

J. ADRIAENSSEN. 

Brussels. 

Stormy Weather 

Regarding “Asthma and Thunder- 
storms" ( March 14): 

Some years ago Professor Yuri No- 
vozhilov. my Soviet colleague at Un- 
esco who has since returned to Sl 
P etersburg, told me that in his country 
elective stogery was not undertaken 
when thunderstorms were imminent — 
it had been observed that post-surgical 
infection was less likely to occur if this 
rule were followed As a physicist, I 


saw a mechanical explanation for this 
phenomenon: that the drop in atmo- 
spheric pressure sucks small particles 
bearing infectious agents out of their 
usual hiding places to disperse them in 
tire air where they may fall into an 
wound and cause infection. 

Allergic to dust and pollen and suf- 
fering from asthma myself, I have 
since noticed some correlation be- 
tween my asthma attacks and low at- 
mospheric pressure — a meteorolo- 
gical condition that accompanies 
thunderstorms. So T would associate 
other small bodies — dust particles, 
grains of pollen (and starch granules 
from the pollen, as suggested by Pro- 
fessor R. Bruce Knox in the article?), 
etc. — with those infectious agents so 
well known to Soviet surgeons. 

BEROL ROBINSON. 

Meudon. France. 


placed by tiles. The floors 
were of wood. Bicycles and 
motor bikes were parked out- 
side many of the houses, and 
farm income was now aug- 
mented by wages brought 
home from factories in 
Seoul. 

Mi. Yi was in his rice field 
when 1 arrived. He walked 
across to meet me, pulling off 
his gloves to shake hands. 
Household income in South 
Korea's farming areas had in- 
creased tenfold to around 
$2,000. Because of its prox- 
imity to Seoul, fee Village of 
18 Trees was well above this 
average. 

Today, of course, the vil- 
lage must be feeling vulner- 
able. It would be one of fee 
first casualties if war was to 
break out again because a des- 
perate regime in North Korea 
— where living standards 
have fallen far behind those in 
the South and famine is re- 
ported to be widespread — 
believes it has little to lose. 

That there have been no 
reports of the forward move- 
ment of North Korea’s forces 
suggests that its current in- 
cursions into the demilitar- 
ized zone, in open defiance of 
the armistice agreement, are 
similar in intent, if different in 
form, from other actions in 
the past that were intended to 
put pressure on Seoul and 
Washington. South Korea 
votes in a general election on 
Thursday and this is one way 
for the North to exert some 
political leverage. 

But the risk of war, either 
by accident or design, cannot 
be discounted. With more 
than a million men under 
arms, 3,000 main battle tanks 
and 500 combat aircraft as 
well as 80 Scud missiles, 
many of them within range of 
Seoul, tire North has a for- 
midable military force. 

Seoul itself is within 30 
miles (48 kilometers) of the 
demilitarized zone. Like the 
Village of 18 Trees, its in- 
habitants must be uncomfort- 
ably aware of what might 
happen should serious fight- 
ing break out. 


The writer, who has repor- 
ted on major events in Asia 
since World War II. contrib- 
uted this comment to the In- 
ternational Herald Tribune. 
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HEALTH /SCIENCE 


Alps Rocks Upset Geology Theory 


By William 3. Broad 

;Vew York Times Service 



EW YORK — Pulling 
rocks found In the Swiss Alps 
are shaking up geology and 
■ might one day prompt a rush 
for precious gems and minerals in re- 
mote parts of the globe never thought to 
hide riches. 

The discovery is remarkable because 
the rocks are interlopers from the Earth's 
deep interior. In contrast, most rocks 
found on the surface, if formed below, 
originate from relatively shallow depths. 
Limestone, for example, when cooked 
and squeezed at a depth of five or 10 
miles (eight to 16 kilometers! turns into 
marble, which geological action can 
later Lift up. Another example is lava. 


which usually comes from depths no 
l about 


greater than about 50 miles. 

The deepest known traveler is dia- 
mond, whose rare volcanic ores are 
thought to ascend from depths of per- 
haps 150 miles or more. 

Now, however, a team of scientists at 
the University of California at Riverside 
has discovered that a chunk of the Swiss 
Alps, in an area devoid of volcanic activ- 
ity, appears to have come from a depth of 
as much as 415 miles. The huge block is 
about a half-mile long and a quarter-mile 
wide. Located high in mountains of 
southern Switzerland near the Italian 
border, it has been found to be laced with 
unique crystals that could have mater- 
ialized only under the enormous heats 
and pressures of the inner Earth. 

The team believes that the block's 
journey began when part of the Earth's 
crust was pushed down deep by tectonic 
forces as Africa and Europe collided 
about 50 milli on years ago. The rock 

S jed its downward journey about 40 
on years ago and then, as the Alps 
formed, bobbed back to the surface, like 
a bar of light soap. 

“These are very powerful observa- 
tions that will shake up the community," 
Dr. Harry W. Green 2d, a team member 
and a geologist at the university in River- 


side, said. "They show that anything can 
go all the way down and back up, even to 
the top of the Alps." 

The team's report appears in Science, 
the weekly journal of the American As- 
sociation for the Advancement of Sci- 
ence. a private group based in Wash- 
ington. “The evidence looks very good,” 
Dr. W. Gary Ernst, a geologist at Stanford 
University, said in an interview. 

Dr. B. Claris Burchfiel. a geologist at 
die Massachusetts Institute of Techno- 
logy, praised the discovery. “The im- 
portance is tremendous,' ’ he said. “ Aad 
the evidence is very, very intriguing.” 

The National Science Foundation, a 
federal agency that partly financed the 
research, dropped its customary tone of 
understatement to cal] the finding 1 ‘geo- 
logically astounding." 

If the team's work is confirmed and 
extended, scientists say, it could revise 


rocks like these in the Himalayas that are 
fell of diamonds." said Dr. Green. 

The story of the discovery illustrates 
the often central role in science of 
serendipity. Dr. Green, the drama's prot- 
agonist, was never looking for partic- 
ularly deep rocks or riches but was 
simply following his curiosity. 

It ail began in 1973 when Dr. Green 
was on an exchange program in Nantes, 
France. His French collaborator took him 
on a field trip to the Swiss Alps, where 
they visited AIpe Araxni. an area famous 
for rocks that originated in the Earth's 
mantle, the sea of hot rock that lies 
between the Earth’s crust and core. At the 
time, die rocks of AIpe Araxni were sus- 
pected of having an unusually deep ori- 
gin because they were laced with garnet 
crystals of deep reddish-violet color. 


Heavy Traffic Na» Nursery 

Pregnant EtibaJaena glaciate W 
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the theory of plate tectonics, which holds 
that the Earth'! 


u,™ _ jrs surface is made up of a 

dozen or so big slabs that float on a sea of 
hot rock. Over the ages, the slow churn- 
ing of this inner sea is thought to have 
constantly moved these plates as well as 
their superimposed continents, which 
are tom apart and rearranged like pieces 


U PON observing them, Dr. 

Green was surprised to find 
the garnets often surrounded 
by bright green minerals, 
suggesting the two had been one ages 


ago when they were squeezed by fee 
na p 


of ajigsaw puzzle. 

r finding 


The new finding contradicts a tenet of 
plate tectonics that says continental crust 
is always conserved and never destroyed 
in this churning process. Instead, the 
discovery suggests that at least some 
crust can be carried deep into the earth 
and unexpectedly can pop back up. 

Importantly, the finding also hints at 
the possibility that the globe's surface 
harbors zones now ignored by prospect- 
ors that might one day yield precious 
metals and gems. The Earth’s deep heats 
and pressures are well known to work 
like alchemist's magic to concentrate 
gold and transform materials, for in- 
stance, turning dull carbon into dazzling 
diamonds. 

Perhaps, scientists say, the bizarre 
Swiss rocks point to an entirely new way 
such prizes could be processed and reach 
the surface. “It is possible that there are 


Earth’s inner heats and pressures. He 
filled his backpack with samples and 
carried as many as he could in his 
arms. 

The fruits of that field trip lay for- 
gotten for more than two decades. Then, 
ui 1994, Dr. Green was sitting at a meet- 
ing of the American Geophysical Union 
when Stephen E. Haggerty, a geologist 
at the University of Massachusetts at 
Amherst, showed slides of diamond ores 
from South Africa that contained un- 
usual minerals thought to have formed at 
great depths, perhaps at more than 300 
kilometers (185 miles). There, glisten- 
ing on the screen, as in fee Swiss Alps, 
were red garnets surrounded by minerals 
of bright green. 

"I was dumbstruck,” Dr. Green re- 
called. * ‘Suddenly it all made sense. The 
pictures in the back of my brain came 
rushing out I knew I had rocks from the 
Alps that cairo from more titan 300 
kilometers down. And I knew that no 
one was going to believe me." 


A Species Fails 
To Recover 

Despite measures to protect it, the North 
Atlantic right whale, once the “right” 
whale to hunt for blubber, has failed to 
thrive. Calving has surged this year, but 
there have a record number of deaths. 
Possible explanations include ship 
collisions, entanglement in fishing gear 
and habitat decline In feeding areas. 



d. 


Sources: Notional Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration; Ateir England Aqumriurn 




II 


* i 


■»-.*** 


S--"' 


The Me* Yoifc TitonCMu M. Btow 



What’s Killing the Right Whales? ^ 
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By William J. Broad 

New York Times Service 
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Getting a Second Opinion On-Line 



By Susan Gilbert 

New York Times Service 


and in some cases guidance on nego- 


tiating health-insurance disputes. 

ofs 



EW YORK — Is the drug 
your doctor has prescribed 
the best one for your con- 
dition? Do you want to know 
the benefits and drawbacks of each treat- 
ment option that your doctor has given 
you? 

Until recently finding answers to 
questions like these demanded a lot of 
legwork in the form of trips to a medical 
library, and information about insurance 
practices was hard to find anywhere. But 
now the answers are within reach of 
anyone with an Internet connection. 

The sheer quantity of health inform- 
ation available on line has increased 
sharply in recent years, and it continues 
to grow each day. 

Hundreds of universities, hospitals, 
medical groups and government re- 
search organizations have established 
health-related sites on the Internet. They 
provide information that patients rarely 
get from their doctors, tike encyclopedic 
discussions on an array of medical top- 
ics, access to articles in medical journals 


In addition, thousands of support net- 
works for every conceivable illness exist 
on the Internet and at sites maintained by 
the commercial on-line services. 
Through these groups, known as chat 
groups or newsgroups, patients share 
information on treatments and insights 
on coping with their conditions. 

Patients say that on-line resources are 
beneficial, but experts warn feat people 
ave to be cautious in evaluating fee in- 
formation floating through cyberspace. 

Surveys show that the popularity of 
on-line health sites is rising, says Eh-. 
Tom Ferguson, senior associate at fee 
Center for Clinical Computing at fee 
Harvard University Medical School. And 
their popularity is rising. The National 
Cancer Institute’s sites, forexample, now 
have 200,000 users each month, up from 


gency room visit, 26 percent said it had 
helped them avoid at least one unne- 
cessary doctor’s visit, and 51 percent 
said it had increased their confidence in 
talking with doctors about fee benefits, 
risks and costs of medical procedures. 

“Knowledge is power, and we're Hy- 
ing to empower patients by giving them 
knowledge at their fingertips," said Dr. 
Ivor Benjamin, assistant professor of the 
gynecological oncology division of the 
University of Pennsylvania Cancer Cen- 
ter in Philadelphia and co-editor of On- 
coLink. an liueniet site that is main- 
tained by the university. 



20,000 a month two years ago. 
In a survey conducted 


last year by 

America Online, a commercial on-line 
service, nearly 6 percent of users re- 
ported that the service's Better Health 
and Medical Forum had enabled them to 
avoid at least one unnecessary emer- 


UT much of what passes for 
medical fact on tine is little 
more than rumor, experts 
say. 

“Doctors describe patients’ taking 
material off the Internet, often from 
news groups and chat groups, that's ex- 
tremely distorted,” said Joann Schel- 
lenbach. a spokeswoman for the Amer- 
ican Cancer Society. Although there has 
always been a fair amount of medical 
misinformation in print, she said, "It's 
being amplified by the Internet." 


EW YORK — Now, in early 
springtime, is when female 
northern right whales and 
their newborns migrate 
northward from calving grounds off 
Florida and Georgia to around Cape 
Cod. Massachusetts, taking about a 
month for the journey. It has been a good 
season for baby making among the 
northern rights. Scientists have sighted 
20 calves, a record after years of falling 
counts. Only 320 or so of the behemoths 
now ply the North Atlantic, and a high 
rate of reproduction is seen as critical to 
fee comeback of these big mammals, 
once hunted to near extinction and now 
the most endangered of fee great 
whales. 

But despite more than a half century 
of protection, 35 well as sustained fed- 
eral and private conservation efforts, 
the 15-meter, black and gray whales are 
failing to rally and their population re- 
mains dangerously low, baffling sci- 
entists and alarming environmental- 
ists. 

Six whales have died so far this year, 
including three calves, the highest num- 
ber of deaths on record for so short a 
period. Part of the problem is that the 
lumbering giants swim through one of 
fee nation's busiest sea lanes for com- 
mercial shipping and naval maneuvers, 
at times getting hit. Other whales get 
entangled in fishing gear. 

But scientists say fee roots of the 
problem go beyond such incidents and 


a gum mystery, 
pro mp ting a redoubling of protective 
efforts aid detective work. 

“We don’t know what's going on,” 
Scott D. Kraus, chief scientist at fee 
New Eng bmri Aquarium in Boston, the 
main research grou p working to save the 
animal , said in an interview. 

“It gets nerve-racking. * * 

Envi ronm ental groups, including 
Greenpeace and the International Wild- 
life Coalition, recently contended that 
Navy war games off Georgia and Flor- 
ida wife five-inch guns and 500-pound 
bombs were probably responsible for 
many of the recent deaths. 

But scientists, while happy to ques- 
tion Navy practices, often say that what 
causes the deaths is extremely murky. 
Right whales dying fra* any reason, nat- 
ural or unnatural, floar on the surfaceof 
fee sea, their carcasses vulnerable to 
damage from passing ships and military 
maneuvers and often making cause and 
effect very difficult to disentangle. 

“I fear our faddishness.” said 
Charles Mayo, a senior scientist at the 
Center for Coastal Studies, a private 
group in Provincctown, Massachusetts, 
that studies whales. “We’re all so des- 
perate to find out what’s going on. We 
have to be careful not to overlook the 
less conspicuous things. Changes in the 
coastal ecosystem concern me 3 great 
deal — no blood, no carcasses, just 
silent gasps. 

‘ ‘ Something is happening. And given 
fee status of fee northern right as 
severely endangered, everything is 
guilty until proven innocent" 


lubricants and eventually as an ingredi- 
ent in soaps and paints. The baleen, or 
whalebone, was strong and flexible and 
used to make such things as whips and 
corset stays. Adding » its allure, fee 
right whale tended to dwell near coasts, 
malting it easy prey. It was fee first of 
the large whales to be commercially 

hrmterf. 

Starting a nuDennium or so ago, the 
species was pursued on a large scale, at 
first by Basque whalers around fee Bay 
of Biscay. As that population of whales 
withered and knowledge of the world's 
seas grew, hunting shifted to fee west- 
ern North Atlantic and then the Par 
cific. 


f 






SINGLE whale could yield as 
much as 90 barrels of oil and 
1,200 pounds of baleen. One 
kill could pay for an entire 
Everything else was pure 


Advance in Predicting Quakes 


By Kathy Sawyer 

Washington Post Service 


providing short-term warning of lar- 
ger earthquakes such as one of mag- 


W ASHINGTON — When 
fee infamous San An- 
dreas fault in California 
is not quaking, it is 
sometimes creeping. Now Clifford H. 
Thurber, a geologist at the University 
of Wisconsin, reports that be has used 
this little-known fact to predict the 
timing of four moderate earthquakes 
within a four-month period. 

Dr. Thurber suggests feat his new 
technique, described in fee April 4 
issue of Nature, may prove useful in 


nitude 6 feat experts say is overdue to 
of Park 


hit fee town of Parkfield, California. 

A few faults around the world are 
subject to slight but steady movement 
known as “creep," he said. 

Dr. Thurber made five predictions 
based on creep detected between last 
October and mid-Januaiy. Four were 
fulfilled within fee alloted five days, he 
reported, and one was a “near miss": 
A quake occurred five days and 16 
hours after a creep event There were 
also two “misses" (earthquakes not 
preceded by any creep event). 


Smoking in Pregnancy 
Tied to Retardation 


CHICAGO (AP) — Pregnant women 
who smoke are 50 percent more likely to 
have mentally retarded children, a study 
has concluded. 

Smoking during pregnancy previ- 
ously was linked to low birth weight 
infant mortality and lower intelligence 
in children. 

This study was the first to connect 
smoking wife retardation, said Carolyn 
D. Drews, an associate professor of epi- 
demiology at Emory University who 
headed the research. 

“I certainly think there is more study 


that’s needed," Dr. Drews said. “If 
these data represent a true finding, it’s 
one more reason for women to stop 
smoking during pregnancy.” 

Another study found feat obese moth- 
ers are at least twice as likely as thinner 
women to have babies with debilitating 
birth detects. And a vitamin known to 
help prevent such abnormalities appears 
to offer overweight women no protec- 
tion, the researchers said. 

The study, published in the Journal of 
the American Medical Association, in- 
volved so-called neural tube detects and 
women who were obese at conception, 
not those who gained a lot of weight 
during pregnancy. 


T HE past and current dangers 
confronting Euboloena gla- 
cialis, the North Atlantic right 
whale, stem to a significant 
degree from its anatomy. The animal, to 
put it bluntly, is fat, wife blubber mak- 
ing up about 40 percent of its body 
weight more than virtually any other 
whale. It is a slow swimmer, seemingly 
unable to hit speeds over five knots. 

The thick layer of blubber keeps the 
right whale afloat when it dies; most 
other whales quickly sink. And because 
of its inherent buoyancy, fee whale also 
tends to rest feed, court and mate at or 
near the surface. 

For centuries, such attributes made 
the mammal fee “right” whale to hunt ' 
and kill — feus its common name. The 
attraction was J mainly its oil, rendered 
from fat and used as Lamp fuel and 


voyage, 
profit 

By 1935. fee species had declined to 
such low numbers that fee League of 
Nations, fearing fee whale would be- 
come extinct was able to talk most 
nations into giving upthe bunt 

Since then, the animal's status has 
remained shaky because of an enig- 
matic mix of human and natural factors. 
The main suspects are ship collisions, 
entanglement in fishing gear and habitat 
decline in feeding areas. The toothless 
mammals are skimxneis of fee sea, feed- 
ing mainly on dense swarms of cope- 
pods, which are tiny crustaceans fee Size 
of a matchhead. 

Federal and private efforts to save fee 
whale increased in fee 1970s and 1980s 
and generally focused on trying to 
achieve a better understanding the an- 
imal's habitat and habits. Dr- Kraus of 
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fee New England Aquarium pioneered 
id learned to tell in- 


surveys at sea and 
dividuals apart, creating a catalogue of 
photographs, particular right whales 
bear distinctive calluses of hardened 
skin, as well as characteristic scars and 
coloration. 

It turned our that the main surviving 
herd of northern right whales migrates 
along the East Coast. In summer, the 
animals frequent the Bay of Fundy, 
moving south around Cape Cod in fee 
fall and winter. Pregnant females, Dr. 
Kraus and his colleagues discovered, 
travel in the winter to warm, shallow 
areas off Georgia and northern Florida 
to give birth to their young. In spring, 
fee migration route is reversed. 
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MY GREATEST DAY IN 
BASEBALL: Forty- 
Seven Dramatic Stories 
by Forty-Seven Stars as 
told to John R 
Carmichael and Other 
Noted Spor tswriters. 

243 pages. $12.95. University 
cf Nebraska Press, Uncoin , 
Nebraska, and London, Bison. 
Books paperback edition. 
Reviewed by Samuel Abt 

T HEY were simpler, more 
stalely days in American 
sports half a century ago when 
this book was first published. 
The Braves played in Boston, 
the Dodgers in Brooklyn. Cali- 
fornia and Florida, hockey, 
tennis and indoor soccer were 
waiting to be discovered. 
Teams were not called the Fire 
or the Avalanche. 

There was no television 
and so no sports overload to 
sell beer, razor blades and 
pickup trucks. Seasons had a 
rhythm. Spring and summer 

were baseball, the fall college 
basketball and football 
(Army-Navy. Princeton-Rut- 
gers and other games too in- 
significant now to rise out of 
fee agate rubble). 

Winter was baseball too 


— the hot stove league, 
named for the potbellied 
stove feat every general store 
in every small town was pre- 
sumed to have. Some actually 
did. In the evenings, men 
would sit around that stove, 
stoking it wife wood, and talk 
base ball. Small boys were al- 
lowed to listen. 

Year after year, the talk 
went like this: In remote hab- 
itats like Arkansas, this pitch- 
er was spending the winter 
walking the hills, shooting 
quaiL, to build up his legs for 
the year ahead. Strong legs 
meant a forceful stride on the 
mound and added zip to a fast 
ball. That infi elder was plan- 
ning to hold out in spring 
training, hoping to get at least 
a $2,500 raise. Would the lost 
weeks in March affect his 
play when the season was un- 
der way in May? These teams 
were rumored to be planning 
a trade of outfielders, a vet- 
eran with a .300 batting av- 
erage but maybe a year too 
many in the legs for a young- 
ster who had tom up the 
American Association but 
maybe was not ready to hit fee 
curveball in fee majors. No 
police blotter, no gold 
chains. 

"My Greatest Day in Base- 
ball" originated to stoke, like 


WHAT THEY HE READING 


• Ibram ShaJara, director 
and senior vice-president of 
Oppenheimer & Co. in Lon- 
don, is re-reading "The 
Bible." 

“Because it is the staff of 
life. A set of values that have 
survived the test of time. A 
continual search in the never- 
ending quest concerning the 
relationship between God and 
man.” 

(Margaret Kemp, IHT) 



firewood, the hot stove 
league. After publication in 
1945. it vanished wife the 
stamp collections of youth and 
has now been reprinted by the 
University of Nebraska Press, 
also the publisher of many 
books about French literature. 
Marcel Proust was good field, 
no hit; this is the real thing. Let 
the bleacher fans rise as one 
and cheer Bison Books. 

In his introduction to fee 
new edition, the sports writer 
Jerome Holtzman explains 
the provenance of these in- 
terviews, “In the original 
presentation they were in a 
beautifully illustrated Chica- 
go Daily News series,” he 
says. “The stories ran in fee 
winter, during fee baseball 


off-season, usually two a 
week, when the sports pages 
were empty.” 

The major contributor to 
the series — 15 of the 47 
interviews — was John P. 
Carmichael, for 38 years a 
sports columnist for the Daily 
News and a good listener. He 
worked without a tape record- 
er (like instant replay, a bad 
feing whose time was yet to 
come) and took no notes dur- 
ing his interviews, Holtzman 
insists, except for dates. 
“Carmichael worked at de- 
veloping his memory. When 
he sat down at the typewriter 
he was able to reconstruct fee 
dialogue wife remarkable ac- 
curacy.” 

So Carmichael wife Babe 


Ruth: “One day we were 
playin’ in Chicago against the 
White Sox and Mark Roth, our 
secretary, was worryin’ about 
holdin’ the train because we 
were in extra innings. He was 
fidgetin’ around behind the 
dugout lookin’ at his watch 
ana I saw him when I went up 
to hit in the 15th. 'All right, 
quit worrying,’ I told him. ‘I’ll 
get this over with right now.’ 

“Mike Cvengros was 
pitchin’ and I hit one outtathe 
park. We made the train easy, 
ft was fun.” 

Wife Dizzy Dean, talking 
about Frank Frisch, his man- 
ager with the 1934 St. Louis 
Cardinals after Dean won fee 
World Series by beating the 
Detroit Tigers, II-O: “He 
came to me the night before 
and he asked: ‘Diz, you 
wanna be the greatest man in 
baseball?' I told him I already 
was, but he didn’t hear me I 
guess, ’cause he went on: 
‘You pitch that game tomor- 
row and you’ll be tops. * I just 
told him: ‘Gimme that ball 
tomorrow and your troubles - 
are over.’ ” 

With Fred Fitzsimmons, a 
pitcher for the Dodgers from 
1937 to 1943: “I started on 
Hopp in the fourth. I told him 
to get off his flat feet, because 
the next pitch would be right 


under his chin. It was and he 
hit fee dirt. put another one 
so close that Hopp wound up 
with his pants in our dugout 
..JPadgett was next. I almost 
took ms cap off and then got 
the next pitch over the inside 
comer for a called strike when 
he waited for another duster. 
'This is the one you were 
waiting for you so-and-so,’ I 
yelled down to him and put 
No. 3 so dose he could smell 
the horsehide.” 

Not all fee interviews, 
which come wife box scores 
of the greatest day, are this 


By Alan Tniscott 


good but then the^ Me not by 


Carmichael but by a dozen 
other sports writers. Some 
write like sportswriters. Nev- 
er mind. If the names of King 
Carl HubbelL Mel Otr, Lefty 
O’Doui, Grover Cleveland 
Alexander. Connie Mack, 
Enos Slaughter and Pepper 
Martin mean good times, this 
is a wonderful book. 

“My Greatest Day in 
Baseball.” As. Dizzy Dean 
said, “But hell, there ain’t no 
use in me tryin’ to talk abour a 
special day. ’cause every time 
I had a ball in my hand, and 
that suit on. it was my greatest 
day. The only time you ever 
tee! bad is when you gotta 
quit.” . _ 

Inienwtionul Herald Tribune 


W HEN a close knockout 
match is over ., and 
scores are compared, there is 
usually a victory shriek from 
one team and a gloomy si- 
lence from the other. 

When play ended in a 
Grand National- Team 
quartefina) recently, there 
were two gloomy silences. 
Both teams thought they bad 
lost by one imp, and both 
were wrong. 

Checking showed that the 
march was a tie. The rules 
called for a 14-deal playoff, 
but the dub was closing for 
the night. So John Solodar, 
Mark Fel dman. Barry Riga!, 
Adam Wfldavsky arid Chris 
Willenken will go back into 
action against Robin Kay, 
Aaron Silverstein, Alex Om- 
stein, Alan Miller and Robb 
and JLinda Gordon. 

The Solodar team gained 
on the diagramed deal from 
fee match. - After the auction 
shown, Feldman led fee club 
ten, a Rusmow lead prom- 
ising fee jack. 

Solodar as East played the 
queen, vutudly forcing South 
to play the king, since he 
could not be sure who held fee 
ace. 


Now South tried three 
rounds of diamonds, but fee 
jack did not fall. He played 
the top hearts, but the suit did 
not break evenly. Then be 
took the. spade finesse and 
went down two. 

South would probably 
have made his game if West 
had led the club jack, using 
fee lead convention in which 
fee jack denies a higher hon- 
or. The declarer could then 
hold up his king safety. The 
game succeeded in the replay 
and Solodar' s team gained 1 T 
imps. 
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Holes in Swiss Bank Merger? 

Analysts Say CS-UBS Tie May Be Years Away 


AFX Neva 

ZURICH — A merger of CS 
-Holding AG and Union Bank of 
Switzerland is unlikely in the near 
term because of domestic antitrust 
concerns, differences in corporate 
culture and signs that UBS is act- 
ively opposing die merger, ana- 
lysts and senior banking sources 
said Wednesday. 

UBS, whose board will meet 
Thursday, said it would make an 
announcement about the possib- 
ility of a merger. 

UBS shares fell to 1J293 Swiss 
francs ($1,072) Wednesday, down 
24, while CS Holding fen 125 
francs, to 1 13.75. 

A merger would increase both 
banks’ international market pres- 
ence and significantly reduce costs 
in Switzerland's overbanked do- 
mestic market, but the enormity of 
the task makes any short-term 
merger almost an impossibility, 
they said. 

Bat a merger would make sense 
in die long term, since there would 
be considerable room for cost sav- 
ings, they added. 

A banking analyst at SBC War- 
burg said that Mathis Cabial- 
lavetra, the chief executive of 
UBS, while declining to directly 
comment on the merger proposal, 
indicated during an analysts' 
meeting that any deal was a num- 
ber of years away. 


“He gave us the impression you 
shouldn’t hope for a near-term 
between UBS and CS 


'olding and that any merger was a 
number of years away,” he said. 

Bankers and analysts also said 
the newspaper leak of a telephone 
conversation between Rainer Gut, 
the CS Holding chairman, and 
Nikolaus Senn, the UBS chairman, 
about a possible merger indicated 
that UBS was against the move. 

' 'The fact die conversation was 
leaked indicates thai UBS does not 
want to go ahead with a merger and 
was protecting itself from Gut’s 
advances,” a senior banking 
source at one of Switzerland’ top 
three banks said. 

The banking source said he sus- 
pected that Mr. Senn interpreted 
Mr. Gut’s merger proposal as a 
veiled takeover threat. 

Robert Montague, an analyst at 
IBCA, said that the leak of Mr. 
Gut’s merger proposal, which ap- 
peared in the Tuesday edition of 
the Zurich daily Tages Anzeiger, 
“indicates that relations between 
UBS and CS Holding have 
soured.” 

Another concern is that the mer- 
ger could be blocked by the Swiss 
Cartel Commission since the com- 
bined bank would control some- 
where between 25 and 50 percent 
of the Swiss market. 

“The merger would create a 


monopoly situation in Switzer- 
land, with both banks controlling 
somewhere like 50 percent of the 
market.” Mr. Montague said. “I 
do not know of anywhere else in 
Europe where any bank has such a 
share of the domestic market.” 

A merger also would face 
“huge political pressure*’ because 
it would entail up to 10.000 job 
cuts and spark consumer fears 
about mortgage price-fixing, the 
senior banker said. 

He said that a merger would be 
further hindered by the wide dif- 
ferences in the banks’ corporate 
cultures. 

“UBS is hierarchical and con- 
servative and prides itself in the 
consistency of its strategy, while 
Credit Suisse tends to be more 
instinctive." he said. 

The SBC analyst said a merger 
“is a realistic idea for the future” 
and the fact that the banks’ chair- 
men discussed proposals “veri- 
fies" the validity of the proposal. 

He said the merger would bring 
immense cost savings. 

“This merger would be similar 
to that of Wells Fargo and First 
Interstate as the first issue would 
be that of cost savings,” be said, 
adding that SO percent of CS Hold- 
ing and UBS banking operations 
overlap and the two banks “are 
almost matched in regards to their 
product lines.” 


Record Joblessness 
In Germany Puts 
Pressure on Bonn 


EU Moves Toward ERM Successor 


By Tom Bueiide 

International Herald Tribune 


© trmm&fena) Herald Tribune 


BRUSSELS — Most European 
Union countries have agreed on the 
need for a new exchange-rate mech- 
anism to limit currency fluctuations 
after the introduction of the Euro, 
setting up a Hkely confrontation 
with Britain, which wants die pound 
to continue floating. EU monetary 
officials said Wednesday. 

EU finance ministers »nd central 
bank governors will gather Satnrday 
in Verona, Italy, to discuss mon- 


etary union. But the prospect for a 
significant advance in p lannin g for 
file angle currency seemed unlikely 
because of continued differences 
over how to achieve its goals. 

A new mechanism would have to 
be more flexible than its predecessor, 
accenting to a consensus that has 
emerged, most recently at a meeting 
of senior EU finance minis try of- 
ficials Tuesday in Brussels. 

A British Treasury spokesman 
said the chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, Kenneth Clarke, would ar- 
gue that any new mechanism would 


_ to collapse as the old 
one did in 1992, and that EU mem- 
bers should focus on achieving low 
inflation rates and budget deficits. 

Sweden also has resisted any 
forced move back to trading limits. 

Yves-Thibault de Stiguy, the EU 
commissioner for monetary affairs, 
said Wednesday he hoped the min- 
isters would agree in principle on 
the need for enhanced exchange- 
rate stability and convergence of 
national economies and then order 
the commission to draw up specific 
proposals to meet those ends. 


By John Schmid 

Imemaiional Herald Tribune 

FRANKFURT — German un- 
employment climbed to a postwar 
record for the third straight month in 
March, putting renewed pressure on 
the government to reverse the crisis 
of confidence that is suffocating 
German consumers, investors and 
manufacturers. 

The Federal Labor Office said 
Wednesday that unemployment rose 
by 26.000 in March, after adjust- 
ments to strip away weather-related 
and seasonal fluctuations, to nearly 
4 million. The entire increase came 
in western Germany, where the job- 
less lines lengthened by 27,000. 

The seasonally adjusted increase 
represents a deceleration from the 
sharp increases of 109,000 in Feb- 
ruary and 57,000 in January. Un- 
adjusted. unemployment fell to4.14 
million or 10.8 percent, from Feb- 
ruary's unadjusted figure of 4.27 
million, or 1 1.1 percent. 

If the seasonally adjusted pace of 
March joblessness were annualized, 
h would amount to a staggering 
300,000 newly unemployed in 1 996, 
an increase that approaches 10 per- 
cent, said Norbert Walter, chief eco- 
nomist at Deutsche Bank AG. 

The jobless total in Germany has 
now increased by 192,000 since the 
beginning of the year, in seasonally 
adjusted terms. 

“The German labor market star- 
ted its spring recovery in March, but 
ir was limited,” said Bernhard Ja- 
goda, president of the Labor Office. 
The traditional springtime recovery 
in the nonseasorially adjusted terms 
was weaker than usual, causing the 
rise in the underlying trend. 

“There are greater problems than 
the previous years,” Mr. Jagoda 
said. The boom in construction that 
followed the 1990 reunification has 
ended and the entire construction 
industry has found itself in a foil- 
blown recession. Jobless construc- 
tion workers accounted for the bulk 
of the March unemployment rise. 

With the econonrv stalled in a 


“mini-recession.'’ a favored teiro of 
German economists, the only remain- 
ing primers for foe economic pump 
lie with timid consumers, fearful of 
losing their jobs and unwilling to 
spend, and with business managers, 
who refuse to budget funds for new 
hires and capital investments until 
they see a sign that Bonn is serious 
about its economic reforms of cuts in 
taxes and nonwage labor costs. 

The German economy contracted 
in the fourth quarter of 1995 and 
probably shrank again in the first 
three months of this year. Estimates 
for growth of only 1 percent this 
year are alarming economists be- 
cause growth of 1 .9 percent last year 
did not put people back to work. 

“Right now, the ball is firmly in 
the court of the government,” said 
Holger Schmieding. an economist in 
Frankfurt at Merrill Lynch & Co. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl has a rare 
opportunity to seize momentum after 
the center-right parties in his coalition 
empowered themselves with gains in 
last month’s stale elections, econom- 
ists said. The political paralysis that 
gripped Bonn before the voting 
should loosen now that the next elec- 
tion is safely 18 months away. 

“It is probably the best time ever 
for the Bonn government to tackle the 
problems.” Mr. Schmieding said. 

The jobless figures also 
heightened speculation that foe 
Bundesbank might cut interest rates 
next week, when its policy-making 
council meets. The central bank will 
hold a press briefing after its council 
session to release its annual repent 

Opinions are divided about die 
likelihood of such a move. The 
Bundesbank's top policy yardstick, 
its broad measure of M-3 money 
supply, grew a revised 12.8 percent 
in February, foe Bundesbank said 
Wednesday. That is brisker than foe 
preliminary estimate of 1 2.6 percent 
and faster than January's 8.4 percent 
clip. M-3. considered to be an ad- 
vance indicator of inflation, .has 
overshot the target range set by the 
central bank of between 4 percent 
and 7 percent. 


INIERNAnONAL MANAGER 


Mrs. Lewis Proves Her Critics Wrong 


By Max Berley 

Special u> the HeraMTribuae 


P ARIS — Until the untimely 
death of her hnsband three 
years ago, Loida Nicolas Lewis 
says she was “just a wife.” 
“My previous experience had been 
as a corporate wife and a sounding 
board for my husband,” she said over 
breakfast in her Paris pied-a-terre, en- 
joying a calm moment during a book 
tour to promote hex husband’s 
posthumous autobiography, “Why 
Should White Guys Have All foe 
Fun?" 

The sudden death of her husband, 
Reginald F. Lewis, from brain ca n cer 
at foe age of 50 in January of 1993, she 
says, forced a radical change in her 
self-image. Almost two years after her 
husband’s death, Mrs. Lewis took over 
his company, TLC Beatrice Interna- 
tional Holdings Inc., and brought it 
back from the brink, transforming it 
into a booming $2 billion-a-year food 
conglomerate whose operations are fo- 
cused on Europe. 

Now, Mrs. Lewis, who was bam. in 
foe Philippines and is a naturalized 
American citizen, is chairman and 
chief executive of what is often billed 
as America’s largest black-owned 
business. 

Her claims to being “just a wife, 
however, have to be taken with a grain 
of salt. While her husband was be- 
coming the richest black man in Amer- 
ica, acquiring Beatrice International in 


a $985 million leveraged buyout in 
1987,- Mrs. Lewis was building a 
quietly prestigious career as general 
attorney for the U.S. Immigration and 
Naturalization Service. 

In the two years since she became 
head of TLC Beatrice, she has stepped 
out erf the shadow of her charismatic 
husband and has become apower in her 
own right, winning bitter boardroom 
battles and restructuring the company. 

Since taking over TLC 
Beatrice after her 
husband’s death, Loida 
Lewis has successfully 
restructured the 
company. 

She has also successfully refinanced 
the company’s debt, selling investors 
on a $200 million bond issue under- 
written by Goldman, Sachs & Co. and 
Banker's Trust Co. as a prelude to 
taking the company public within foe 
next two years. 

She now oversees a U.S. company 
whose operations are all abroad. TLC 
Beatrice controls a chain of several 
hundred Leader Price and Franprix 
stores in France, and owns beverage, 
ice cream and potato-chip companies 
across Europe and in Asia. The com- 
pany, she says, has plans to open more 


stores in France, Belgium, Spun and 
Italy and to expand operations in Asia 
in coming years. 

Mrs. Lewis’s involvement with TLC 
Beatrice came after Mr. Lewis, a prom- 
inent lawyer and financier, acquired 
foe international operations of foe Be- 
atrice Cos. — a conglomerate grouping 
more than 100 companies including 
such household names such as Sam- 
sonite. Tropicana and Hum's — from 
Kohlberg, Kravis, Roberts & Co. in 
1987. A group called Carlton Invest- 
ments, which originally included Mi- 
chael Milken and other former exec- 
utives of Drexel Burnham Lambert 
Inc., helped finance foe deal. 

hi a spectacular move, Mr. Lewis 
quickly sold off about half of the busi- 
ness, retiring more than $400 million in 
junk bonds within a year. The company 
he created, TLC Beatrice International 
Holdings — TLC stands for The Lewis 
Co. — retained supermarket chains, 
and ice cream and snack-food busi- 
nesses, mostly in Europe. Mr. Lewis 

enitewjfo sales o^$L6 billion in L992. 
almost double foe $900 million it re- 
gistered in 1987. 

In December 1994, Mrs. Lewis re- 
lieved her husband’s half-brother Jean 
Fugett Jr. at the helm of foe company. 

At that time, a recession in Europe 
had severely damped the company's 
profits, and a shareholder rebellion had 
erupted over unconfinned plans by Mr. 

See TLC, Page 15 
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HOW OFTEN DO YOU HAVE THE OPPORR1N1TY TO 
ACQUIRE A FAMILY HEIRLOOM? THE CORUM GOLD 
COIN WATCH. AN AUTHENTIC S20 U S. GOLD PIECE. 
FIRST MINTED MORE THAN IOO YEARS AGO. IS HALVED 
AND AN ULTRA-FLAT MECHANICAL OR QUARTZ MOVE- 
MENT IS Cl ISHiONED INSIDE. HERALDED AS ONE OFTHE 
WORLD S GREAT TIMEPIECES. IT IS PRIZED AS AN HEIR- 
LOOM TO BE PASSED ON FROM GENERATION TO 
GENERATION. 
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Very briefly: 


2 Banks Chip Away at Change 


By Saul Hansell 

New York Times Service 


U.S. Posts Jump in Productivity 

WASHINGTON (Reiners) — U-S. nonfarm businesses 
posted a big jump in productivity last year, the Labor De- 
partment said Wednesday. 

N onagri cultural productivity, which measures workers' 
hourly output, rose 1.1 percent in 1995, the largest gain since 

1992, when it jumped 3.2 percent. Last year's gain followed 
slight improvements of 0-5 percent in 1994 and 0.2 percent in 

1993. But 1995 ended on a negative note: Productivity in the 
fourth quarter fell at an annual rate of 1 percent. 

•GE Information Services Inc* a unit of General Electric 
Co., and Netscape Communications Corp. announced a 
joint venture to develop software to allow business trans- 
actions to take place on the Internet. 

•Yahoo! Inc, the Internet-browser company, increased the 
price range for its initial public offering to between S12 and 
513 a share from between $10 and $12; die sale of 2.6 million 
shares is to be priced Thursday, and trading is to start Friday. 

•BAT Industries PLC’s proposed sale of six discount ci- 
garette brands to Lorillard Tobacco Co. was rejected by the 
U.S. Federal Trade Commission, which said it would not do 
enough to restore competition lost after BAT bought Amer- 
ican Tobacco Co. for 51 billion in 1994. 

■Gruntal & Ca’s former executive vice president, Edward 
Bao, was indicted in Manhattan as part of an investigation into 
an embezzlement scheme that has led to two guilty pleas by 
former employees of the brokerage, which agreed on Tuesday to 
pay $1 1.7 million in fines and restitution. 

AFX. Bloomberg. NYT 


NEW YORK — Citibank, Chase 
Manhattan. Mastercard and Visa 
announced Wednesday an ambi- 
tious venture to offer electronic cash 
loaded on a plastic card that can be 
used to make small purchases. 

The banks hope to test the 
concept with 50,000 customers and 
500 merchants on the Upper West 
Side of Manhattan, starting at the 
end of the year. The move rep- 
resents unusual cooperation be- 
tween America's two largest banks 
and two largest card companies. 

Bur (hat and more may be needed 
to be successful because of the dif- 
ficulty of persuading consumers to 
abandon decades of familiarity with 
coins, bills and credit cards. Some of 
the early tests of electronic cash have 
had disappointing results. 

“We've learned you can’t get 
consumers or merchants interested 
in a product unless you have critical 
mass,’' said Ronald Braco, Chase's 
senior vice president for electronic 
commerce. “Having Visa, Master- 
card. Citi and ourselves behind this 
assures a lot of receptivity.” 

Banks are pushing aggressively 
into this unknown market, in part 
because they see an opportunity for 
profits from electronic cash and re- 
duced costs for tellers. They see 
even more lucrative opportunities in 
the future as these so-called smart 
cards — cards with computer chips 


on them — are used for a wide ran^e 
of applications, including electronic 
supermarket coupons, paperless air- 
plane tickets, electronic medical re- 
cords and automatic storage of the 
myriad passwords needed to use the 
Internet. 

As electronic cash, the cards are 
meant to offer a fast, convenient 
alternative to coins and bills for 
making purchases under $20. 

Because the system uses com- 
puter chips stored with money, card 
readers do not need to be connected 
to phone lines, making transactions . 
faster than using credit cards and 
possible in more remote locations. In 
the initial six-month test, customers 
will be offered reissued credit cards 
or ATM cards with a computer chip 
and the additional logo of either Visa 

Paq fr nr Magrpn -anri f!ash T>w» cards 

will hold up to $100 in cash. 

To make a purchase, a customer 
puts the card into a terminal on a 
store counter, a slot in a vending 
machine or into a hand-held device 
the size of a big calculator for use by 
taxis, outdoor vendors or waiters at 
table side. No personal identific- 
ation number is necessary. 

A small display will show the 
amount of the purchase, and cus- 
tomers will push a button to confirm 
the purchase, transferring the money 
in one or two seconds to a card 
owned by the merchant. 

Customers will be able to load 
money onto their cards from their 
bank acco unts by using automated 


teller machines or specially 
equipped telephones in their homes, 
and eventually over die Internet. 

“Customers tell us they want an 
easier way to mate small pur- 
chases, and the icing on the cake 
would be to be able to get cash in 
their homes, 1 * said Henry Lich- 
stein, a vice presidenz for advanced 
technology at Citibank. 

- Yet thei»nks may have a tougher . 
sell than they think 

“Why do I need another card?” 
asked Robert Cabaloes. the comp- 
troller of Zahar's, an Upper West 
Side food store. “I have a. credit 
card and I have an ATM card.’’ He 
said that Za bar’s would be cautious 
in accepting anew card until it was 
clear that it would work reliably. 

Chi the other hand, he has been 
surprised with the acceptance of 
debit cards, which are ATM cards 
used for purchases, at foe store. 

The banks will offer some of the 
cards free and others with fees. Ul- 
timately many bankas believe that 
customers will pay a monthly fee of 
$1 or $1.50, or a transaction fee to 
load money onto die card. 

To get merchants to participate, 
the banks will subsidize the cost of 
the card readers, now $500 to 
$1,000. Eventually, mercha n ts will 
be charged afee.The banks have not 
decided whether to offer refunds if a 
card is lost or stolen. But foe tech- 
nology exists to allow an electronic 
form of travelers checks, with re- 
funds for lost or stolen cards. 


Rise in Bond Yields 
Dents Profit Outlook 
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French Franc Soars Against Mark 


Copied bfOu-Sl^ From Dupaieka 

NEW YORK — The French 
franc touched a 25-month high 
against the mark on Wednesday, 
propelled by optimism about Euro- 
pean monetary union and worries 
about the German economy. 

The franc was also buoyed by the 
dollar’s rally against the Deutsche 
mark amid expectations that the 
Federal Reserve Board would not 
cut U.S. interest rates. 

The Deutsche mark slipped to 
3.3980 francs, its lowest rate since 
early 1994, but regained some lost 
ground to close at 3.4007 francs. It 
had closed on Tuesday at 3.4045 
francs. 

The level contrasted sharply with 
last October when the mark surged 


over 3.50 francs amid worries about 
Fiance ’s ability to gets its economic 
house in order. 

The dollar slipped to 5.0930 
francs from 5.0995 francs. 

But he dollar posted its fourth 
consecutive daily gains a gainst 
most currencies. “The dollar is back 

IpREIGN EXCHANGE 

in fashion,” said Keith Lewis, the 
investment relations manager at 
Amex Bank. 

The dollar rose as high as 108.740 
yen, its strongest level since early 
1994. It settled to dose at 108.400 
yen. up from 108325 yen. 

The U.S. currency closed at 
1 .4975 DM. little changed from its 


close on Tuesday, although it led 
been strong for much of the day. 

Sane traders are targeting amove 
up to 1 3260 DM if the dollar breaks 
above 13100 DM. according to 
Samir Shah, assistant technical ana- 
lyst at Bank of America. 

But even those traders who are 
positive about the dollar’s prospects 
questioned how much father the 
U.S. currency could rally without 
suffering a minor setback. 

Economic weakness in Germany 
is fostering talk that foe discount 
rate there will be c ut fr o m 3 percent, 
encouraging dollar buyers. 

The dollar dosed at 1-2150 Swiss 
francs, up from L2114 francs. The 
pound slipped to $13135 from 
$1 32 1 5. ( Bloomberg . Reuters) 


CaydtdtwO*rSa#Frue Dapoeka 

NEW YORK — Stocks slumped 
Wednesday as the highest bond 
yields in almost eight months punc- 
tured confidence that corporate 
profits would accelerate later this 
year. 

But semiconductor and computer 
US. STOCKS 

shaw y rallied on expectations foal 
demand for foe industry’s products 
is about to rebound. 

Hie Dow Jones industrial aver- 
age tumbled 74.43 points, to 
5,485.98. Declining issues out- 
paced advancers by an 15-fo-8 ratio 
on the New York Stock Exchange. 

Financial, drug and food stocks 
fell the most. 

Faced with rising interest rates 
and a slowdown in profit growth, 
“You have a two-edged sword cut- 
ting against you,” said Scott Black, 
head of Delphi Capital Manage- 
ment It will oe hard for stocks to 
withstand c u rrent market condi- 
tions, he said. “The air has got to 
come out of the balloon.” 

Stock prices also suffered from 
recent strength in foe U-S. dollar, 
which may hurt foe profits of com- 
panies with large sues outside foe 
United States, traders said. 

The benchmark. 30-year Treas- 
ury bond's price dropped 1 IQ/32, 
to 88 5/32, lifting the yield to 6.95 
percent, up from 6.83 percent on 
Tbesday. 

Bank, insurance and brokerage, 
issues sank because of concern that 
profit m ar g ins will deteriorate and 
demand for consumer loans and 
mortgages win weaken amid foe 
in Treasury bond yields. 
National Mortgage As- 
sociation dropped 114, to 29%, Fed- 
eral Home Loan Mortgage Coro, 
sank 2 14, to 82H, Wells Fargofell 6; 
to 245, NationsBank retreated 3V4, 
to 7 614, aid First Union declined 
214, to S7VS. 

Drag and health-care 
saw large declines. Antid recent 
signs of slightly foster e conomic 
growth, investors have bid up met- 
al, chemical and other companies 
that stand to benefit the mostfrom a 
few monlhs of faster growth. 

“The Ing stay is the flow from 
interest-rate sensitive stocks to en- 
ergy and economically sensitive 
stocks,”, including computer-re- 


lated shares, said Philip Roth, a 
marker analyst at Dean Winer 
Reynolds. 

Campbell Soup dropped 2%, to 
5714, Hershey Foods tumbled 2Ys. 
to 7314, and General Mills fell 1H. 
to 3516. ' • „ 

- Among drugmafcere. Johnson & 
Johnson was down 3. to 88V&. Bris- 
tol-Myers Squibb sagged 314, to 
80V4. American HomeFroducts fcU 
3V4. to 105%. and Merck dropped 
23*. to 58#. 

Vahrict shares fell 33k, to 22, 
after the airline said it would slash 
its 1996 plane purchases, pertly be- 
cause of a federal investigation into 
— --i — — involving foe company’s 


Technology issues posted gains 
despite a report late Tuesday from 
foe Semiconductor Industry Asso- 
ciation after foe market closed thru 
said comjmter-cltip makers re- 
ceived csdy $80 of orders in March 
far every $100 of products they 
shipped, foe lowest level since die 
recession of five years ago. 

But foe repo rt may mask an im- 
provement in foe industry, sane 
investors said. 

Motorola, a manufacturer of 
senucorahictoKS as wefl as cellular— 
telephone equipment, climbed 3%,^ 

to 56%, after rep orting first-quarter 
net income of 63 cents a share, up 
from 61 cents last year and above 
forecasts. f Bloomberg , Reuters) 

■ Magellan Braid cm Bonds 

Fidelity Investments’ Magellan 
F und incre ased its c o n tro ve rs ial bet 
on U.S. bonds in February, just be- 
fore foe market suffered its worst 
one-day root in more than eight 
years, a monthly report to holders 
showed, Bloomberg Business 
News repo r ted from Boston. 

Magellan manager Jeff VTnik 
raised foe food's bond holdings to 
19.4 p ercept of foe $56.2 billion 
at die end of February 
18.9 percent in January, the 
xepGKtsavL 

The tinting could not have been 
much worse. On March 8, foe 
Treasury bond market suffered its 
worst rout since 1987 as a surge in 
jobs formed concern the economy is 
growing fast enough to accelerate 

in Treasory prices drove foe yield 
on tire b enc hmar k 30-year bond to 
637 percent from 6/47 percent. 
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is ^J?Sllr 1Joyd,s rf London 
« set to increase a settfenwH: offer 

in a Wd to perenade 
to approve a recovery plan. a 

2““E5 wXISS 

Cv ^ ^34.0 00 Names, indiv iduals 
** * nsnrance niar- 

s p^^iS^^r ,tfac 

agamst Lloyd's over allegedly neg- 
ligent insurance contracts feat 
caused them losses 
too* 1987 to 1992, the insurance 
mattet ran up losses of £8 billion 
amid a series of disasters such as 
hurricanes, oil slicks and bomb ex- 
plosions. 

bfc Doak said the new offer 
would be announced in a matt*.* of 

weeks, and he suggested that Lloyds 

might add several hundred million 
poupds to the overall settlement. 

However, the chairman of the 
Lloyd *8 Names Association, Chris- 
topher Stockwefi, said that unless 
the settlement totaled £4 billion, be 
would advise the 20,000 Names in 
the Association to reject the recov- 
ery plan. 

The plan, which Names will con- 
sider in July, is vital to Lloyd’s fu- 
ture. It calls for the creation of a 
reinsurance company named Eqtritas 
to assume all losses arising from in- 


surance policies signed before 1993. 

fwr. Doak said Lloyd's insurance 
**°m were likely to provide £100 
muhoa towards the settlement, and 
press reports have said auditors who 
had worked for Lloyd's had offered a 
contribution of a similar size. 

. Names will also benefit from re- 
visions to the cost of the creation of 
Equitas. Lloyd's had estimated that 
Names would have to pay £1.9 bil- 
lion toward Eqtritas, but die De- 
. partment of Trade and Industry has 
said (he liability would be approx- 
imately least £1.5 billion. 

Under (he current settlement 
Names would be able* to quit the 

market free from liabilities by pa ying 

a maximum of £100,000 over then 
original investment deposit at 
Lloyd’s. This figure is double the 
amount suggested by an advisory 
committee St year, which said that a 
£50,000 Hnrit should be placed on 

Names’ liabilities. 

Da March, more than 1,000 
Nam es won a legal battle to receive 
compensation for losses suffered 
because of mismanagjfTnem by 
Lloyd’s agents. 

A High Court judge ruled that 
members of the Rose Thomson 
Young syndicate should receive 
damages to restore them to (he fi- 
nancial position they would have 
held if their funds had been handled 
properly from 1988 to 1989. The 
judge said the syndicate’s under- 
writer “fen well below the stand- 
ards” of a Lloyd’s specialist. 


By Max Beiley 

Special to the Herald Tribune 

PARIS — With a balance sheet 
cleansed after a third yearof losses 
, in 1995, Compagnie de Suez SA 
plans to return to profit in 1 996, its 

chairman said Wednesday. 

Suez reported late Tuesday a 
loss of 3.96 billion francs for 
1995, largely because of provi- 
sions on real estate, a small im- 
provement from the company's 
1994 shortfall of 4.78 billion 
francs. 

Most of die loss, however, oc- 
curred in the first half of the year, 
and die company said it had 
broken even in the second half, 
mainly because of a restructuring 

new chainnan.^rard MestraHet. 

Mr. Mes trail et said that despite 
the 1995 loss. Suez would pay a 
dividend of 8.2 francs per share to 
illustrate bis confidence tint 
profits would return in 1996. 

“If I had thought that we would 
lose money in 1996. 1 would not 
have proposed a dividend pay- 
ment,” Mr. Mestrallet said. 

He added that his aim was for 
the company to post a net profit of 
4 billion francs “soon,” but not 
this year. 

The value of the company 's real 
estate portfolio, which accounted 
for most of die 1995 loss, was 
reduced to 14.1 billion francs from 
19.7 billion francs dining die year, 
Mb. Mestrallet said. He added that 


the company was planning to get 
rid of its outstanding real estate 
loans by 2001. 

In 1995, Suez took 5 billion 
francs in provisions on its real 
estate portfolio, sharply less than 
the 7 .56 billiou francs it provi- 
sions h took in 1994, at the height 
of the real estate crisis in France. 

But he warned that the bolding 
“was not safe from a new crash in 
the real estate market” and that 
further provisions might have to be 
made. 

The company’s investment arm. 
Banque Indosuez, contributed 415 
million francs to the overall losses, 
wife 1995 operating profit falling 
24 percent and net ban k i n g income 
falling 9 percent. But Mr. Mestral- 
let saul the unit was not for sale. 

■ French Stocks Rise 

The French CAC stock mHer 
rose to a high for the year on 
expectations of interest rate cuts 
and on the effects of a strong dol- 
lar, despite a report showing activ- 
ity in the economy is still 
lackluster, Bloomberg Business 
News reported. 

The rise of the dollar against 
the franc, lifted Elf Aquitaine SA, 
Saint-Gobain SA, Lagardlre SA 
and Accor SA, all of which de- 
pend on dollar sales for a sig- 
nificant chunk of earnings. 

The benchmark CAC-40 Index 
closed up 1223 points, or 0.59 
percent, at 2,093.04. setting a high 
for the year. 


Sweden Poised to Cut Benefits and Raise Taxes 


Reuters 

STOCKHOLM — Sweden's 
new prime minister. Goran Pereson, 
is set to bang more nails into the 
coffin of Sweden’s welfare state 
when be delivers his sprin g budget 
next week by revealing cuts in state 
spending and some tax increases. 

According to repents in the 
Swedish media We dnesd ay, Mr. 
Fersson will be raising wealth taxes, 
slashing foreign aid and cutting pa- 
ternity and maternity b enefits. 

The cuts are aime d at saving 
around 15 billion kronor C$223 bil- 
lion), the amount needed to balance 
the country’s budget by 2998. . 

Mr. Fersson, a finance minis ter 
under former Prime Minister Ingvar 
Carlsson, has made it plain since he 
took ova- last month that the country 


feces further cuts to a welfare sys- 
tem once known as the most com- 
prehensive in the world. 

The Social Democratic Party’s 
ambitions 118 billion-kronor sav- 
ings plan, launched when it took 
over the government in September 
1994, is stiff working its way 
through the Swedish economy. 

Hie package of cuts Mr. Fersson 
Is poised to announce next week 
would be in addition to feat 118 
billion kronor package. 

Mr. Fersson’s Social Democratic 
Party fea minority in Sweden’s Par- 
liament, die Riksdag, bat he has won 
the support of the small Center Party 
— a member of a center-right co- 
alition government from 1991 to 

Mr. Fersson is wafkimf a 


tightrope in his own party. Lena 
Kjevenas, a Social Democratic 
member of Parliament, said she was 
resigning from the foreign affairs 
committee to protest planned cuts in 
foreign aid. 

“It's purely logical/' she said. “I 
became a Social Democrat for the 
sake of international solidarity:’* 

Published reports suggest that the 
finance minister, Erik Asbrink, 
would save 1.2 billion kronor a year 
by cutting overseas aid spending to 
0.7 percent of Sweden’s gross na- 
tional revenue. 

Financial markets were pleased 
that Mr. Asbrink was not resorting 
to tax increases for the lion’s share 
of his budget measures. 

The Dagens Nyheter daily repor- 
ted that 75 percent of the measures 


would come from spending cuts. 
Among fee measures, Mr. Asbrink 
is reprated to be preparing to an- 
nounce are an increase in wealth tax 
and elimination of a tax break for 
shareholdings. 

Taxes on gas will increase and tax 
deductions for corporate entertain- 
ment would be halved. 

On the spending side, Mr. As- 
brink is reported to be planning to 
remove a parent’s right to claim a 
full month's salary fra taking a 
month’s paternity or maternity 
leave, a benefit only introduced two 
years ago. 

Leaks suggested he also is look- 
ing at catting dental benefits and 
reducing retirees’ housing allow- 
ances, a measure likely to provoke 
widespread anger in Sweden. 


Smurfit Has 
Record Year 
But Is Wary 


CimpZnibi Our Frur tM^ulrha 

DUBLIN — Jefferson Smurfit 
Group PLC said Wednesday that 
1995 pretax profit surged 254 per- 
cent in 1995. to 420 million punts 
(S267.4 million), the highest pretax 
profit figure ever recorded by a 
quoted Irish company. 

But the pape r - an d -packaging 
manufacturer cautioned that an in- 
dustry slowdown experienced to- 
ward fee end of 1995 had continued 
in early 1996. It said the outlook for 
the rest of the year remained un- 
certain and would hinge on the state 
of the global economy. Its 1995 res- 
ults were aided by rising paper 
prices for much of the year. 

The company said sales rose by 
77 percent, to 3.03 billion punts. 

“The current pricing environ- 
ment is not good but it remains to be 
seen whether the recent industry in- 
ventory correction represents a de- 
stocking pause or the end of the 
cycle,” it said. Deputy Chairman 
Dermor Smurfit said the cycle had 
turned down but that it was unclear 
if the downturn would end soon. 

“If the economies of Germany, 
France and the U.S. do bounce in fee 
way some economists are saying, 
then we will not need any significant 
downtime,” he said. 

The company announced a final 
dividend of 2.6 Irish pence per 
share, allowing for a total dividend 
of 4 pence for 1995. a 50 percent 
increase on 1994. (Reuters, AFX) 


Granada Reorganises 
And Sees Lower Costs 

Bloomberg Business News 

LONDON — Granada 
Group PLC said Wednesday it 
had reorganized fee hotels it 
acquired when it bought Forte 
PLC in January and confirmed 
it was on target to reduce annual 
costs at the businesses by £100 
million ($152 million). 

The British leisure company 
said sales rose in the half year 
ended March 30 across its busi- 
nesses. including television fran- 
chises, consumer rentals and 
computer services units and ca- 
tering and highway plazas. 
Granada did not mention a dis- 
posal of the Meridien or Ex- 
clusive hotel chains but said it 
was reviewing rites and pro- 
gressing with rales. 
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Very briefly: 


• France will set aside 1 billion francs ($196.95 million) to 
help the country’s 23,000 small- and medium-sized busi- 
nesses secure growth by mastering key technologies between 
now and 1998. 

• Rhone-Pouleoc SA predicted a ‘’significant” rise in earnings 
this year from the 213 billion French francs it posted in 1995. 

• Prime Minister Alain Juppe of France has set up a work 
group to study reform of the country’s tax system over five 
years, a project that was pan of President Jacques Chirac’s 
election pledge. 

• Elf Aquitaine SA France's largest oil company, said a 
group it leads has made its thud oil discovery in an area of the 
Gulf of Guinea. 200 kilometers (124 miles! nonhwest of 
Luanda. Angola. 

• Credit Lyonnais has reached an agreement wife labor 
unions that gives its branches the option of extending opening 
hours to increase revenue. The agreement is likely to set a 
precedent in the French banking sector because it waives a 
1937 decree that strictly regulates banking hours. 

• Lufthansa AG denied a report in the daily Borsen Zeirnng 
that it would buy a 25 percent stake, worth 500 million Deutsche 
marks ($336.52 million), in South African Airways. 

• Vickers PLC’s Rolls-Royce Motor Cars unit saw sales rise 
12 percent in die first quarter, to 396 cars, paced by strong 
growth in the Americas and tire Middle East 

• Mediaset SpA, an Italian television broadcaster, moved into 
Italy's telecommunications maiket with an agreement to 
provide data transmission and other services for small- and 
medium-sized companies. 

• Svedala AB, a Swedish producer of heavy machinery, 
offered to buy Tampella Oy, a Finnish maker of metal and 
forestry products, in a stock swap worth 1 .8 billion kronor 
($269.09 million). 

• Svenska Handelsbanken’s long-term deposit and debt 

ratings were upgraded to Aa3 from A 1 by Moody’s Investors 
Service Inc. Bloomberg, Reuters. AFP 
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ASIA/PACIFIC 


Import Surge Helps 
Japan Trade Gap 
Shrink in February 


Trouble in Thailand for Wu 

Bangkok Casts Doubt Over Hopewell Project 


com^SrS caoent-ac- 

shrank 39 percent in 


- ~ . —w rrwuudjuay 

as imports increased and Japanese 

«TV»nf -ftlM- INkH « IS . 


17 1 1 I T «"*»5o«uau. 

rebnuay s current-account bal- 
ance, winch measures the flow of 
goods and services, as well as in- 

^T^^SEsraei? 

i^?^ pares ^ a of 

132 tnilion yen m February 1995 

^ by semiconductors 
pemonal computers, automobiles 
and clothing, rose 46.0 percesu from 
a y^r ago, while exports increased 
16-6 percent on the year. 

Tne plunge in the February sur- 

Toyota Raises 
Its Investment 
In Thailand 

Reuters 

TOKYO — Toyota Motor Ccarp. 
plans to invest about 20 billion yen 
($185.7 million) to increase vehicle 

affili a te s ia^^^^a^^irom. 
an said Wednesday. 

1116 spokeswoman also said 
Toyota Motor Thailand Co., which 
is S9.6 percent owned by Toyota, 
would start sales of its so-called 
Affordable Family Car, a passenger 
car that is to be produced outside 
Japan, in early 1997. 

She said die company plamwd to 
market the car initially in Thailand 
and that sales would be expanded to 
other countries later, depending on 

demand , 

Under the plan to increase pro- 
duction capacity, Toyota Motor 
Thailand is to raise its capacity to 

240.000 vehicles by 1998 from 

200.000 in 1996. 

Toyota said the expansion was 
expected to create about 2,000 
jobs. 

Meanwhile, annual production 
capacity at Siam Toyota Manufac- 
turing Co., an engine manufacturer 
which is 40 percent owned by 
Toyota, is to increase to 170J000 
engines in 1998 from 120,000 in- . 
1996, Toyota said, adding that die 
expansion would create 100 jobs. 


pins could be good news for Prime 
Minister Rytaaro Hashimoto, who is 
jo meet President Bill Oinfon of the 
United States next week in Tokyo. 

Japan’s Large ament-account sur- 
pluses have frequently been a source 
of tension with its major trading part- 
ners, particularly the United States. 

“Japan’s import ami industrial 
structures have changed to an un- 
expected extent,” a Finance Ministry 
official said. 

The dollar held near a two-year 
high against the yen after the figures 
were released. At die close in 
Tokyo, the dollar stood at 108300 
yen, compared with 108325 at the 
close Tuesday in New York. Be- 
came the surplus has been contract- 
ing for most of the last two years, 
traders said Wednesday’s an- 
nouncement did not help the dollar. 

While the surplus should condo- 
ne to decline for at least the next 
several months, analysts said the 
yen’s recent depreciation could en- 
courage Japanese companies to start 
stepping up exports soon. 

‘For the next four to six months, 
further declines of 25 or 30 percent 
are going to be on older," said Jesper 
KoH, an economist at Ji». Morgan 
Securities Asia Ltd. “But under- 
oeath, a mini export boom could get 

f mi nn ” 


Soil, gome analysts said str u ctura l 
changes in the Japanese economy, 
would keep squeezing the surplus. 

“Companies already have long- 
term plans to cut exports and pro- 
duce abroad,’* saidTetsnro Sawano, 
an economist at Nikko Research 
Centex. Many Japanese companies 
are shipping goods back home from 
plants in the United States and 
Southeast Asia: 

( Bloomberg , Reuters ) 

■ US.-Tokyo Air Talks Stall 

Walter F. Mondale, die U.S. am- 
bassador to Japan, said negotiations 
on Hbe ralizing tfae $5 billion marirrt 
for passenger flights between die 
twonathns are unlikely to startsocn, 
Bloombeig reported from Tokyo. 

. The aviation dispute is one of a 
lmndftit of trade conflicts which di- 
vide the two nations. President Bill 
CKntoq and Japanese Prime Min- 
ister Ryntaro Hashim oto are expec- 
ted to discuss these disputes when 
they meet next week. 

The two countries are to resume 
talks on casing , re gulatio n in the 
insurance industry this week in 
Washington. 


Bloomberg Business News 

HONG KONG — Gordon Y3. Wu, the man who 
brought superhighways to China, is beading for a 
showdown over his most expensive venture yen a 
$33 billion road-an 6-rail project in Bangkok. 

The six-year-old venture is behind schedule, and 
Thai ministers are scheduled to review the project 
Tuesday. The ministers have said Mr. Wu’s com- 
pany, Hopewell Holdings Ltd., has three months to 
convince them it can do the job. Otherwise, they may 
scrap iL 

“The Thai government is sending Gordon Wu a 
clear signal to huny up and get on with this project,” 
said Rohan Palziell, a research analyst at ING- 
Barings (HJC) Ltd. 

IBs effort to keep die contract will be the latest test 
for Mr. Wu, who is 59. Faced with mounting debt, 
Hopewell Holdings plans to sell off chunks of pro- 
jects this year — including at least 25 percent of the 
Bangkok Elevated Road & Train System. 

Mr. Wu, Hopewell’s managing director, traveled 
to Bankok this week to persuade the government to 
keep the project alive. 

On Tuesday, Thailand’s deputy transport and com- 
municadons minister, Feerapong Tanompong- 
phanrih, said Hopewell would be unable to raise 
enough money for the project and would not be able 
to meet its 1998 deadline. 

Mr. Wu said the Thai government was stalling the 
project by withholding design approvals. He added 
that Hopewell could still finish the system by the time 
Bankok hosts the Asian Games in 1998. 

“We don’t want confrontation — we want to finish 
the job,’* Mr. Wu said, according to the Eastern 
Express newspaper. “But we cannot work under the 
circumstances that anybody can come out aid say, 
‘We want to terminate your contract.’ ’* 

Mr. Wu said that a group ofbanks led by Sumitomo 
B^ tai of Jap an pledged to provide Hopewell with 

Under's*!^*) contract with tiw^Staie Railway 
Authority of Thailand. Hopewell is to buDd a 60- 
kilometer (373-mile), six-lane highway that would 
nm shove an elevated commuter-rail line. 

The first part of the project — 18 kilometers — was 
to have been completed by December 1995. By that 
date, less than 7 percent of foe work had been done. 


Hopewell has already invested about 4.0 billion Hong 
Kong dollars ($5 17.3 million) id the project. 

Thai officials say they are tired of waiting. 

Deputy Prime MjnisterThaksin Shinawatra, who is 
In charge of solving Bangkok's traffic problems, said 
on Tuesday that Hopewell had three months to show 
its commitment to the Bangkok Elevated Road & 
Train System, a project he once called “hopeless.” 

Bangkok newspapers repotted last week that min- 
isters would discuss at a cabinet meeting Tuesday the 
possibility of cancellation — something some ana- 
lysts said they could not rule out 

4 ‘There is a real possibility that the contract might 
be killed,'’ said an analyst at HG Asia Ltd. “Losing 
this would be a big blow to Gordon Wu's ego. but the 
bigger issue is one of credibility.” 

Thailand is not the only place Hopewell has run 
into trouble. 

Last year, the company's superhighway project to 
link Guangzhou, the commercial hub of southern 
China, with the borders of Hong Kong and Macao, 
ran over budget and behind schedule. 

Many investors deserted Hopewell. Its stock was 
the worst performing member of Hong Kong's 
benchmark Hang Seng stock index in 1995. Hopewell 
shares were unchanged Wednesday, at 4.78 dollars. 
But the stock has risen 7 percent so far this year. 

Right now. Hopewell needs to do all it can to 
convince shareholders and potential investors that it 
is on the right track. 

Hopewell, hurt by a 63 percent slump in half-year 
earnings, has me hope to salvage profit this year a 9 
Wlion-dohar spin-off called Consolidated Transport- 
ation & Real Estate Asia Ltd., otherwise known as 
Creata. 

Mr. Wu may see profit drop by half in die current 
financial year unless he finds buyers for the new 
company that is to nm Hopewell’s road and rati 
projects in China and Thailand. 

In an interview with the Financial Times last 
month, Mr. Wu said he had received commitments 
for 5 billion dollars of the 9 billion dollars he hopes to 
raise by spinning off Creata. 

If Mr. Wu cannot sell Creata, Hopewell stands 
little chance of shoring up its earnings this year. Mr. 
Wn’s position as Asia's preeminent builder would 
also be thrown into doubL 


Beijing to Push Convertible-Bond Sales 


Bloomberg Business News 

BLUING — Chinese securities 
regulators will establish a program 
to encourage companies to sell con- 
vertible bonds to domestic in- 
vestors, a government official said 
Wednesday. 

“First we have to work out 
guidelines, then choose qualified 
companies,” said Zhang Jinghua, 
deputy director of the listed com- 
panies department of the China Se- 
curities Regulatory Commission. 

Convertible braids allow the 
owner to trade in the bond fra a 
specified amount of foe issuer’s 


stock at some future date. 

Mr. Zhang said the new program 
would target domestic investors. 

He said he thought foreign in- 
vestors would not be able to buy the 
convertible bonds “because the A- 
and B -share markets remain sep- 
arated.” Foreign investors are re- 
stricted to buying B -class shares is- 
sued by Chinese companies. 

China’s first two convertible bonds 
— issued by China Textile Machinery 
Go. and China Southern Glass Co. — 
were sold to international investors 
though Swiss Bank Coup, and are 
traded overseas. They can be con- 


Party Newspaper 
Lauds Deng Foe 

Agcnce Frunce-Presse 

BEIJING — The Communist Party paid tribute Wed- 
nesday to Cbff" Yun on foe fust anniversary of the death 
of foe hard-line advocate of a firm state grip rat foe 
economy. A long article i n the party’s People ’s D aily 
newspaper brought to foe surface differences between 
rival wings over economic policy and u ltimately power 
over die country 

Mr. Chen, who died cm April 10 last year at age 90, was 
one of the so-called “immortals” who founded the 
Communist republic, along with his m ain rival, Deng 
Xiaoping, who is now 9 1 and has not been seen in public 
for more than two years. 

The tribute, which was still relatively discreet since no 
other newspaper carried it, was written by Bo Yibo, the 
Marxist ideologist and another of the surviving “im- 
mortals.” ... 

Mr. Bo paid tribute to Mr. Chen s role m economic 
management in the 1950s before he was purged during the 
Cultural Revolution by Mao Zedong. Bur he again played 
a key role after returning to power m the late 1970s with 
Mr. Deng. 

While supporting the reforms launched by Deng 
Xiaoping in 1978, Mr. Chen insisted foe state should 
conserve a major role and that development should be at 
a slower speed than that proposed by Mr. Deng - . 

4 * We must not go too fast and keep central cqntroiot 
the economy finances,” Mr. Chen warned m 1977. 
* ‘If the center does not have economic power, its political 
power will' be reduced. ” 

Differences between Mr. Chen and Mr. .Deng de- 
teriorated into an open political battle for control of the 

party . Mr. Chen became head of the conservative wmg m 

^iSrixrivaliy reached a peak after ML Den^stour of 
southern China in 1992 when he called fraan increase m 
the pace of economic reforms to pm an end to thqaustenty 
imposed after the anti- government protests that too* 

Pl The“ ffidd Xinhua news ^%f£***? has been 
published called “Chen Yun and His Career. 
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TLC: Success for Mrs. Lewis 


Continued from Page 11 

Fugett to acquire the Bal- 
timore Orioles baseball team 
as well as reports that Mr. 
Lewis had awarded himself 
$22 million in bonuses while 
heading tire company. 

To restore order to her bus- 
band’s creation. Mrs. Lewis 
immediately began a massive 
restructuring. She sold the 
corparate jet, got rid of non- 
core assets, slashed headquar- 
ters staff by half, and hired a 
new chief financial officer. 

Her plan worked, and the 
doubteats who thought that a 
woman with no business ex- 
perience and lacking a 
busines- school degree was 
not up to the task of pulling a 
major company out of the red 
were proved wrong. 

TLC Beatrice's balance 
sheet recovered from a net 
loss of neariy $20 million in 
1992 to a profit of $1 1 million 
in 1994 and a profit of $15 
million in 1995. 

In 1994, she was named 
Working Woman magazine’s 
“top businesswoman-” Busi- 
ness Week singled her out as a 
“manager to watch” for 
1995. The Economist has 
called her “America’s most 
successful woman execut- 
ive.” 

“I had never nm a business 
when I had to take over after 
Mr. Lewis's death,” she said. 


adding, “The thing that I 
didn’t expect when I took 
over is that would be so much 
fun.” 
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To our readers in Ital 
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subscribe. For more 
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TOKYO (O.T.C) FUND skav 

Sodeta d'invBSfissement a Capital variable 

B.CLnMiboD^BS7I$S 

NOTICE OF THEANimkLGE?\E3IALMDECTNG 


The Animal General Meeting of the shareholders of Tokyo 
(O.T.C.) Fuad will be held at its registered office, 16, 
boulevard Royal, L-2449 Luxembourg, on Friday the 26th 
of April 1996, at 1130 a.m, for the purpose of considering 
and voting on the following matters: 

1. Submission of the Directors ud Auditor’s 
reports for the year ending 31/12/1995; 

2. Approval of the annual accounts for the year 
ending SM2H995-, 

3. Appr op r ia tion of the rewrite; 

A Discharge io the Directors and tike Andttor* for 
foe performance of their duties daring foe yew 
cod&ig 31712/1996, 

5w Appointment of foe Directors and foe AadttoM; 

& BBsccBancona. 

ResoTnidons on the above mentioned agenda wifl be passed 
by a simple majority of the shareholders present or 
represented at the meeting. Any shareholder may act at the 
Meeting by presey. 

Zhe Board of Directors. 


NOTICE TO THE SHAREHOLDERS 
OF 

ASIAN CAPITAL HOLDINGS FUND 

20/ Boulevard Emmanuel Servo is 
L - 2535 LUXEMBOURG 
R.C. Luxembourg B 43 100 


Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting 
of the shareholders or ASIAN CAPITAL HOLDINGS 
FUND will be held at the registered office of the Company 
on 29 April 1996 at 3JJ0 pan. 

AGENDA 

1. Ap p rov a l of the report of the Board of Directors 
and the report of the Auditor, 

L A p proval of the financial statements for the year 
ending on SI December 1995; 

3. Retirement of the outgoing Directors and the 
Auditor firom their duties for the year ending on 
31 December 1995; 

l> Appointment of the Directors and the Auditor of 
the Company; 

- Be el ec ti on of the Directors; 

- Re-election of the Auditor; 

5. Any other business. 

Resolutions on (he above mentioned agenda will require no 
quorum and the resolutions will be passed by a simple 
majority of the shares present or represented at the 
meeting. 

A shareholder may act at any meeting by proxy. 

On behalf of the Company. 

BAJVQUE DE GESTION 
EDMOND DE ROTHSCHILD LUXEMBOURG 
Sodeti Anoayme 
20, Boulevard Emmanuel Servais 
L - 2535 LUXEMBOURG 


Notice is hereby given that an Extraordinary General 
Meeting of the shareholders of ASIAN CAPITAL 
HOLDINGS FUND will be held at the registered office of 
the Company on 29 April 1996 at 430 pum. 

AGENDA 

To Tesolve that Article 22 or the Articles of Incorporation is 
amended by changing the first paragraph (o read as 
fellows! 

■ The Net Asset Value of the Corporation's shares win be 
determined by the Corporation in United States dollars as 
at the close of business on each Valuation Date. - Valuation 
Date * means the date fixed by the Board of Director: for 
the valuation of the shares in the Corporation which shall 
occur not less than once a month -. 

The above Resolution requires a quorum of 5 OH of the 
shareholders and will be passed by a majority of 2/3 of 
those present and voting. 

A shareholder may act at any meeting by proxy. 

On behalf of (be Company. 

BANQUE DE GESTION 
EDMOND DE ROTHSCHILD LUXEMBOURG 
Soefete Anonyme 
20, Boulevard Emmanuel Servais 
L- 2535 LUXEMBOURG 
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Very briefly: 

• DuPont Co. and BASF AG plan to invest $750 million in an 
Asian plant, probably in China, that will make material for 
nylon. 

• China plans to close 30 percent of its railway stations in a 
drastic cutback aimed at forcing the country’s inefficient rail 
industry into the market economy. 

• Marriott International Inc., a U-S. based-hotel manage- 
ment company, is talkin g to developers about opening hotels 
and resorts in India. 

•The Philippine central bank is backing a bill that would 
allow the doubling of foe limit on the government's foreign 
borrowing, to $20 billion, saying the country's strengthened 
economy can handle additional loans. 

• PT Astra International, Indonesia’s largest automaker, 
warned it faced a drop in profit in 1996 amid new competition 
after earnings last year rose a higher- than-expected 33 
percent, to 370 billion rupiah ($158.8 million) . 

• Siemens Nixdorf Inforraationssysteme AG said it had 
created a foundation with software-maker SAP AG to promote 
training in economics and information technology in China. 

• News Corp., a shareholder in Arise tt Australia, plans to 
buy Ansett New Zealand outright to meet Commerce Com- 


mission objections to Air New Zealand’s acquisition of half 
of Ansett Australia . afp, Bloomberg. Reuters 


AFP, Bloomberg. Reuters 


verted imo B-cIass shares. 

Last year. Beijing approved a pro- 
posed $120 million convertible bond 
sale by foe tire manufacturer Shang- 
hai Tyre & Rubber Co. Other com- 
panies studying convertible bonds 
sales include Shanghai Odor- Alkali 
Chemical Co.; Shanghai Dajiang 
(Group) Co.; and Shanghai 
Strangling Electrical Appliances Co. 

“‘The pilot program provides the 
right coalitions for us to sell con- 
vertible bonds,” said Liu Xiaoxian, 
corporate secretary at ChJor-Alkali. 
“We are pushing ahead with our 
bond plans.” 


Rumors Hit Giordano 

Canpihd tnO>rSx$Frrr>\ Dbpmdu 

HONG KONG — Stock in Giordano International Ltd- 
fell Wednesday on speculation that Chinese authorities 
had closed 20 of its apparel shops in China. 

The speculation comes a month after Beijing shut die 
retailer’s 1 1 franchise outlets in Shanghai. 

Giordano stock foil to 7.40 Hong Kong dollars Wed- 
nesday. down 15 cents. The stock has fallen 7 percent in 
two days. Beijing has had disputes with Giordano’s 
founder and former chairman, Jimmy Lai. who has since 
gone into publishing. {Bloomberg, Knight-Ridder) 



LEICOM FUND 

20, boulevard Emmanuel Servais 
L-2535 Luxembourg 
R.C Luxembourg B21454 


AVIS AUX ACTIONN AIRES 


Messieurs lea action naires sonl convoques par le present avis a 
L’ASSEMBUEE GEYERAJUE ORDINAIRE DES 
AClIONNAiRES 

qui se tiendra au siege social a Luxembourg, le 29 Avrfl 1996 
£ 15 h 30, avec 1'ordre du jour submit : 

ORDRE DU JOUR 

1. Rapport de Gegtion dn Conaefl JA tokifafasti o* ; 

2. Rapport tin Revfaenr JE ul r cpa l aca ; 

3. Adoption des comptes dr Fexmke 
an 31 d wraih fc 1995 ; 

A Aflfectotfou dn rtonltat de Pexercfce ; 

5. Dednrgeanx adnibriatratenra et an Reviaenr 
ifEabcphts ; 

6. N ominat ion Jes orgsnes wniam : 

— Nonri n a rio n dca nfarfnfatratewra ; 

-jVo miTitrt oa dn Rerfaear JEn lw pr bM . 

7.. Divers. 

Lea resolutions des actiuonaires lore de I'Assemblee Generate 
Ordinaire seronl votees h use majorite simple des actionnaires 
prbents et votanta. 

Chaque action a tin droit dc vote. 

Tout actionnaire peut voter par mandataire. 

Poor la tocMti, 

BANQUEDEGESIION 
EDMOND nF.ROTOS fHWJI LUXEMBOURG 

sod€tc saosyme 
20. bonlrvard Emmannd-Servalg, 

L-2535, LUXEMBOURG 


T.I.I.C (O.T.C.) Japan FUND sfcav 

Societe d Tnvestissement a Capital variable 
R.C, Luxembourg B 29213 

NOTICE OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


The Annual General Meeting of the shareholders of TJLI.C. 
(O.T.C.) Japan Fund will be held at its registered office, 
16, boulevard RoyaL L-2449 Luxembourg, on Friday 26th 
of April 1996, U 1 1^0 lhl, for the purpose of considering 
and voting on the following mailers: 

1. Submission of the Directors and A a di tor’s 

reports for the year ending 31/12/1995} 

2. Approval of the annual accounts for the year 
ending 31/12/1995; 

3. Appropriation of the results; 

4. Discharge to the Directors and the Auditors for 
the performance of their duties during the year 
ending 31/12/1995; 

5. Appointment of the Directors and the Auditors; 

6. Miscellaneous. 

Resolutions on the above mentioned agenda will be passed 
by a simple majority of the shareholders present or 
represented at the meeting. Any shareholder may act at the 
Meeting by proxy. 

The Board of Directors. 



in 
iu 
tVi 
.or 
it was 
come 
c busi- 

agreed 
pecific 
ed a 


is foal 
do add 
ssted in 
becom- 
have to 

ng sec- 
hat foe 
ted the 
Brown. 
A'ho was 
ie meet- 
ito these 
lan hav- 
•mments 
lling foe 
about." 
eds and 
; can end 
illy com- 


Mrriinp of 

un MonHjv. 

ru}U[ili*in It 


t Acton 


cal PUua* 


Nation 


Iquinnl jr 
•<Lini .«i*l jl*»t 

hrir >lijn» =•* 
l*ril I'fNi 'rtw 

non Board 










PAGE 16 


INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE, THURSDAY, APRIL IL 1996 


NASDA 





3m sm *% 








'1 


(i 


B -s 











24 23*. 






t' J '. Vr— I/. 


rfe 




ui: u!' 




;*4 f J 


(;/' 5-* ; 

i :s Si 


I# ai-; 

m s 


ip; 


’>'?' ct- 


5 & 


S : S is 


;* r 


.»;• .v. 


Si 




' # 


•i?3 


(? 


f- 


r «- r ; 


* i? 




rV+>. 


trfe 


ZwM 




5‘J! 


IT* 


J 


: S? 


iW . 

it a 







2S5K 


$ 



is 



iiis «•< 




NYSE 


Wednesday's 4 pjn. Close 

(Continued) 


. ll» Ft nr’, 
.. -nsoou m ip* 

- Ji m m m 

* 11 * IW TO* UK 

DO 14 _ 124 11 17H 

.si u - *s n im 

_ II 3DP 1th in 

_ 1 MSI »h 19H 

jo 44 _ « in n« 

- If JO it** 71tt 

LM 7J1 (Ml W4« 24V* 

•40 M _ J2S* » ST* 

L*» 74 _ I US, ISs 

is u . iii m a 

111 15 - H Si Bit 

Ul U It M UW JTO 


% 


.17 ,4 - I9M n«. 22*1 731* 

is u u i*v is** m is** 

210 *0 UlCJW 3* Bh 32h . 

no so - 7 ash am an* 

.ut ; n in mi on in* 

111 U 10 M M M B« 

w u . * »i am aon 

200 U - 40 3Sfe 33 2S 

uj *» - hi an on bm 


07 _ B 
J II 1M 
*7 11 9219 

23 II 3SS4 
uum 
IU 27 HM 
7D - 1400 

IA _ 4 

u „ « 
u u m 
U 0 MB! 
4 if a* 
'7 - 411 

*■ ia iim 
U 11 SM 
U - * 

U _ 131 

7J _ 40 

23 31 IJVS 
- - TSu 


3a Mi 15h 

0*1 a 
301* Wt 
a du 
it >4 O* 

lot* ion 
I9> l& 


u n im 
* a « 
*4 M MB 


W U 01 
> 43 207 

1.1 II IM 

4 _ ensu 

_ 4a 'sm 
14 12 2f40 

1.1 _ IS 
II o o 

- n u 

- - on 

- - is 


$ 


u . u 
- N O 
j n a 
41 - B 
44 14 MSt 

M - mo 
14-1900 


74 — BOO 
14 _ Tim 

- 14 SUB 
*i is «s 

4 is /Ota 

- _ 224 
*4 30 Hits 

12 31 JXUu 
HU 13 227 

74-49 

- 71 331 

_ _ M 


2* 3VB10S 
IS 111*4*1 

« IS 114 

44 om 

4 « »4 

44-40 

U I Ml 
U - 3S 

11 a urn 

12 12 431 

u n hi 

22 _ f 


LI _ 3071 

j _ as 

14 II l» 
97 17 IM 
M _ 212 

14 n 4H7 

2 _ ar 


SJ 1 2*4 

14 13 1879 
_ h m 

- II 229 
44 n M 

14 M 11340 

- IS 2*u 


- II Ml 
22 It Oil 
4 — HU 


4 - «Si 
U IS IS9S 

14 47 «1f 


Si 434 S7U 411* 
7 356 IM III* 

o m in 

own *«* 

_ 1st IS MM 

— Bn hi* 
_ st an ail* 


iw ii - m» am am am 

40 LS 30 307 Iff* ot* im 

L30 14 - II M St 2M 

247 at - 7 ai am zn* 

iso ia - 40 ar* 27 77** 

244 i.1 _ a* a am am 

227 Li - it Mt ant B* 

211 42 _ OT la t* 74*. am 

2os *2 — ni in* an a 

- - o it n an 

40 21 II HD K» BS 

i« 7s u on am an* am 

177 74 - a as*> » m 

s» i.i to u sm m'a snt 

as 7 n tot an as** am 

■430 72 - IM ai* 22** 22M 

ja 77 - si ft* f nt 

os 14 - 07 m *v m 

4* 72 - IDOS 10 W* ft* 

40 LI - DM m m n* 

74 *7 - HM U im 124* 

t* 74 - i4i n* nt in 

<27 f7 - If! IM IM OH 

74 72 - 1D7 n» 14 V, ran 

49 M - 771 I I* 7* 

41 14 _ M49 Ih TV, 7% 

79 74 _ MS OH Ul* 13* 

44 12 _ IMS TH TV, 71* 

IS 4.9 _ 244 lit* IIS a 

- - UK Sh JWu Sh 

LU 14 4 <047 3H* 371* XII* 

40 27 at m im Mt* tm 

40 is f ss an an* ji* 

- _ 43s tsn m* im 

. - 14 17 171* 171* 171* 

lJM HJ.I - 4S HI* 1th llh 

- - 14* ar* tnt a* 

ill a* m is xr* am 32h 

JOo 7 n ism am Bn joh 

_ _ sms ion mi* ion 

.42 94 _ UB 9*t TV, ft* 

is* u u 4os am 2 * mt 

231 9.7 — 299 3» Ota ITU 

40 IL0 - *140 4ta 4 4 

U M3 - 937 Olh J4h tth 

■& Li it 7 atn 24V* an* 

- - 459 15*4 IS 1S*» 

UV 72 XJ 37 zm an zr* 

- _ wo ttt* n 11 

-.M ao wn nt* im 

o o 1 n m m m 

u* u u u m sm sm 

_ » m bh o» m 

ijo li o i» o* m «« 

44 I.I K 2777 71* J /** 

J* - _ is IT** t7>* i/n 

« 4 43 1445 vat, o* «m 

4 U 9 171 an 72 a 

■41 u f aiu am i«i* a*n 


ton son: 

^ni 

r r 

M*V Uhl 
lSh n 1 
in thl 
«n 331*1 
am atm 
Xt*u n : 
asn ami 


9 JW SB 
- ns m 
is a**! tom 


- H4t M 

- 74 141* 

- Mi un 


- 227 an* 

14 1205 4 

28 1274 3*Vl 

m im 
40 tsnu nv» 

- Mu SOW 


54 4423 IM 

a m sin 

- ij# si* 
_ III 731* 
_ asm an* 

- ■# 2 *h 

37 un 


- 2 i am 

- as 2 SH 
W ISOS 3th 

- ill m 

- 344 im 


as i4f am 
is sm a*vt 

- wn am 

„ 457 Hit 

so 114 ov* 
a ao4 42 
n I2ti4 a* 
32I3244U 87h 

- 441 Uh 
12 149 IJh 


at 7147 2IH 

- 321 77 

V 2S74 17h 
B B Uh 
23 4*2 17 


■n w h 3 7 m 7 .vt 
f «l _ »a jm a* jm .h 

72 as 11 » bo ait m m 

lOi is M or an w M — h 

l44 2*Vl#4B9h3th*n*-h 
tm 27 M SB 44h 44 44V* •« 

72 27 17 7 am 2TA MV* *h 

*h SM— W 
w SI S >731 32*V 3lh 32 — h 

-7H IJ u ft! 4i ;., 47*t — n 

4 II 10 2 M H« M 

.14 j 17 m 21 n 21 11 

. j in mt in m -* 

_ - nn m m am *ih 

k . 0 « o in im 

_ ii im no Tin 7i *14 

- - ms an* » am .u 

* u » 44 n» in* »h *h 

.m u - 11 m m «m »h 

u« v _ xsao k un is *1 

bo 17 21 M an* 32h 2fn *n 

m u a mb im a* a* •* 

us m - » m ir m* *h 

_ S 2 31 uh un un — u. 

. u w n* 0 n — * 

_ — nr* ant am m - 

1J4 1A - Mi Z71* Ut* *7h — t* 

, 1 B M n no m no s« -h 

U4o t j - b mt in* un — h 

_ _ » 4k; ant ar jrv. — v. 

JO 20 _ 2447 mt M fh — M 
Ji j 11 43 am ai a* — n 

ib u a b ■« 1 an* +m 

_ - - lias am am m* 

ij u 11 no am 2 sn as** — h 

S ts - if 43v, « m «h 
u at tws vm im im — vs 

. - i» m w n 

MV 77 21 457 291* H 2Sh —I* 

ia u 14 « nt n n *u 

LH 43 _ isis ait ■ am *n 

Mo u a n in* im im — t* 

74o U - SJ 4V* m 4h _ 

jti m m 2*4 n* an an 

. 1 so nt nt im 

- - ov«i m «* 41 *n 

70 17 Ik 29V son 4ft* 4th V4 

*71 07 _ 7 as as at -* 

Lta 44 - us ton a m — n 

ib m . 1 an no an 

>00 04 - M SShd 3<1* 23 — n 

« a a an n, 11 in* 

u vi a am so n a* •« 

. I W ISO IS 151* tk 
- - soM no in in *n 


II 7902 tin 
» 4233 Uh 
1 * «ai u 23h 

27 441 34 

iB tin 4u 

— 142 151* 

a m to 


in u a zj4t m at n 

40 04 O us lit* nn hi* »h 

to j is ant am sm an* — h 

m 11 u bj o am sm — v* 

Mi id - as sb-a zn* xm - 


■ _ as 374 14 Uh Uh tW 

dm 4,1 - m nn an* an* — ** 

_ 21 os mbs, am %m »h 

— 27 Ml 7 M jm — V* 


SJlm Ul 4 307 Sin ZMt Bit 

- 1 st an |ti an 

jb I* 14 nil nn si » 


« 14 it mi nn so b 

IDO S7 21 Mil 4Hk tsn 4Sh 

IDO 43 If 14 40 tin 41 tt 

- - Mu *Jh 2 *n 23 
■D2 24 - 20u on am 44*4 

idu tt m 174 n no no 

171 77 _ 220 30h 9 M 

. H 42 l,V Ifk Ml 
_ - - 421 wh 14V* It** 

jo u n tiot am am am 

_ - w ao im ton m 

* « s *4 IM lota 16*4 

-a J 13 Mt am n jn, 

IDO 27 W 1143 41 41 43 

w u - a m w, » 

72 47 U Mt TH 7** 7h 
.1* S It Mu ajn 24*« 23h 

- IS lai am lit* an* 

- _ i atn nn ait* 

- ti an am 32*4 mt 

177b IS II M7 am 24h 3tt* 

70 07 II 120 Bh 12 Ut* 

lsn j» 11 ats* sot* sm sm ■ 

ID* 7J _ KB is as 

in 7.1 _ M 2Jh 2St* 2SV. 

zfl*r ins 12 an son am am* 

_ » k m m m* 

_ at 2344 UW TPM IFH 

_ _ am as *si* asn 

- I HI IA lh 14* 

_ is tta nh uh 111 * 

to 17 4 im uh ntt is 

J« 1.1 23 « <» 43*4 - 

140 u 11 St 9 4JH 3f*4 41 H 

Ml 43 _ 1» 58% Sth 5311, 

-IS TI M <* tk 

jn 27 tf ni am asn am 

LB U as 1456 42 ilk* til* 

10 U _ IB lit* M II 

_ to in un uw mm 

- 1* BIT 1794 Ut* Uh 

M U M Oil B* Bk BH 

- _ TM Ih 1*4 1*4 

- 24 102 M 4tk* 4**4 

_i is an m m 

id u 7 n n am bh 

- _ n in m ih 

l.l* U U BO 57*4 941* IM - 

- - u a* at n 

_ - « ew *** *t* 

ut 14 Ik B# on* 44** o 

- 4B 341 171* Uh in* 

_ _ 40 an an n* 

JOI ZS 21 127 231* Bit a 

■i! n . Jt SE* 

.12 j s *3f am m znt 

ui 13 - am am sm 

Jg fa _ Bar 21 am* am 

vis 4 .' a* nn, sm 

. - -«3**u MH Uh I4h 

DO U M tf 4h 4V, 414 


ISh 21*43 

un tans 
u nns 
mis 
ft* th* 

*n ms 
m ims 

OSh 24 S 

a wit 
7h 4t*9 
am sans 
to ms 

am ntt 

in hue 
un t 9 

on* 64*4 9 
*3*t> »na 
in StkB 
Uh 7MB 
Uh u a 
a ims 

27h MS 
3* BUS 
BV, 101*9 

» BBS 
* snsi 
am 20 t*s 

45*1 aihB 

a*, atws 


t am 2 t<* 
11 st* am 
-MM 
_ J4A nt* 

- HIM th 

- mat fh 
. Ml N 

a last nh 
n si as 
as nta m, 

11 4329 an 
U IM B 

10 s th 


M *04 nn 

u as lav* 

I* ISOM Bh 

u w m 


BUS H » IN Ok -o 

J, ,3 i <2, S Si £5 Si 

dm - r rs nn in* nn — v* 

70 47 _7n th m m — h 
— - a ih m ih — 1 * 

Dug ffil BH a ss —n 
Ul M . HO OH M M .H 
dm .9 on m m— h 
4* 1 . oi m mi «k _ 

D u . si h Ik n* — n 

5* 17 . is ih n n 

D 74 _ n 7 h T . 7 n . h 

DIB ID St 11 Bh f2S* ST* *h 

id ii ii a mh f am - 1 * 

to d u am am ai 31 — a* 

_ _ a in in in - 

Ttrn 13 B un BH at V — Ih 

LB 40 — 04 S2HI Bh 52h —7* 

Dooorataznimm - 


m AM T a » w 
- 21 29 m 4 

ia u o in son w 


it aaa asn 

M 2M 33 

ii a m 
u 7 am 


U U H» 8» 
- him am 

Lt 21 >1401 am 


70a a is ti an* m ih* —a 

TM 0D _ iwi im ton nn *» 

dm 3 _ lwtu am am am 

jm d n oat ash am am — n 

- b in 7 mm — m 

- _ 142 17U m* Bh — 4* 

ui u a im m m m -h 

- b an mm m — it 
DO 17 10 2729 40U, <ny 47» — M 

ZOO M h MB Bk BH -5 


i 2 v, a 
am zn*a 

ISh nts 

im rna 
Th HO 
24h Uh9 
as un* 
bh mvii 


am ttt* a. 
am 22 si 
sm in*9 
son bust 
TI UH* 


Bh 9tk* 
MM *SV*B 
ISM » Si 


IJ - M W 

J 15 HIT 25*4 
_ 14 114 Uh 

"* “ aS r 

U H » IIH 

D 13 IM Sh 

“ _■ a ^ 

- 39 Mh V 
ID U US Bh 
u ao xBi sm 
u ao sra sm 

U - Mi MH 

23 u m nn 
id » m ar- 

24 M 444 UH 
id _ sm •» 
id _ at nn 
l.l - BS 52 

- u w asn 

- 9 229 24 

- 22 MU 421* 
ao b Bt» am 

A 33 4174 li ST 
23 IS 421 2114 
“ - * »* 
d - no tm* 


1D0 ID *0 MB am MH —A 
DUO 124 M ft*, tf* . - 

41 44 _ 44 TO » M -• 

71a 44 _ « Ilk M IM •* 

— is on am am am - 

a u . u w m a* - 

jupi-b « m m jhi •* 
ZDt M _ i am am an* ♦<* 

2D) 54 _ ■ * Ah OH ; Bh -0k 

D 13 n <m y» am »* _ 

l.lll « _ 


34 BH TO* 

BIO 27 Bh 
Uh 179, 17h 

M 33 MV, 

»w am im 
aav. nh aa 
asn atior as 
iih 
« 2 h 

i*h 


“* ” S5 So Sm Th 

iS iS SS fSi :s 


IA Xt — M tm 47*4 47V4 _H 

714 20 Zorns m an a *h 
ia* id - sas * m Sh »h 

a zS » 3*4* OH 44h 429* -h 

M - SB llh III* 111* _ 

S M _ no uh ut* nn — t* 

77 _ B wh uh Bh th 


SD _ BO IM* Ut* ™* — 1* 


_ STB Bit 22h 
so 2307 am Bh 

_ 1507 441* 44H 

ll tta cm tin 
_ 7 ash as 


HnnmcaA 

zahosscBi: 

MO 


Uh O P 
Uh nhP 
llh MhP 

SSh 44 P 
Ih H7 
BHl SHP 


U ua fh _# 

- M am am 

7 Bh »H 

tv tom oh ar 

SI HU 4m 42 

„ 29 iih n 

- 70 12 tk n 

- n nn im 


2h IhP 
92h JThP 
ih lhPI 
ci iswpi 

Bh f P 

■hi BWPI 

an* uhn 
W4 4Sh0| 
nh orvuH 
am as pi 
9h ' pi 
a mjvpi 

4*4 An 

asn at * pi 

Sh ShS 

Bh SWPi 

wn asnn 


U K Ok ilk 

, O TH Th 
3* TSMV 33h 321* 

, as* it* ih 
IS u am m 
- a an » 


ID* - - 11 im Bh Bh 

*£ SS - oi am asn an* 

J* M4 - 54 am am am 

* J - n* am am an* 

ITS 0.1 - 94 SSh 25 ISh 

III U . 144 X, 25h ash 

. H " ™ TSh “H ash 

1DH 17 11 «J5 I47h Ut U4h 


4DH 17 to 7375 MTh 106 U1H 
_ _ IBS I* IS*. I5h 

■Jff HD - 154 Uh 12 121* 


DUS 414* *sn 2714 ZTh — V 


am sot 
U 2ShS/ 

Bh imu 
uh unsf 
am u»» 

« atnu 

S Snl£» 
Si Kg 


B : *! SB 

g » S SS 

7D 90 n IM 


2D 10 SI 
D * *6 
43-34 


.. - » art nh amt ti 

71 ID 14 BJ li Oh ISh 

DO 3D a 92 11 17 ITh 

m 17 u no asn * nn 

do ia u JJ4B m* ash atn 

B ® m in ish Wh 
DO 37 - 73f IM* 1 41k Uh 

- - 19 « % h 


ash unso 

llh WJ43P 
am unso 
arnooMo 
33 UhSa 
M94 BHD 


L9 n >nr n 
ci i* in* m, 

- so uof am 

- 1 SM ISh 

« “ ■s tt 


aav» am ash — h 

4th 44 441* -h 

Uh ish u — h 
on aoh am — J* 
bw m am — n 
i7 am am — n 

42h 4)k* 42h flh 


T5t* HhS* 

Mh ams* 
am bmo 


8 a & !i* 


* *S T H‘ "2 

— 42 'h h 

32 B Uh Wh 

mom aa «y* 
a a*as tn* ton 

- n BH EH 


u an Bh jm 

- IB B Bh 

„ » asn asn 

H ISO tsn 44h 

- *1 Mh Ah 


tm 14 IS 11 OOO 4tn 

LI2 Z7 — 623 Mh 

- 9 rag am 

JM D M 101 Th 

- U a sm 

_ IV 254 Bh 

m i.9 a Htflu ai 

USB I3J 4 91 99* 

- 54 221 u « 

74 2S 14 US* Uh 

- » IM Mh 

- - i m 

2B U . SI 11 

732 ZS _ 17 12 

4 7 2* SI ion 

70 7 M » Bh 

IM L* II 4 lit* 


M H JO* Bh 

i b « *£i 

d s s a 

- _ ii an 


am an* — h 

b a* — * 

sn m — n 


ifh mow 

Bh 1*9*10 

am. Mhh, 


- 40 397 fh 

Id - is n 


Uh Thus 

I ssra 


DO 30 SIT ISh 
M - 43 ash 

- 13 193 Th 

- n m m 

- ao os a 

10 12 IB *S 
zd it ms am 
44 _ nn tt 
.- - in » 
id ii ai* <h 
n # a un 


,»,2: i £?8ssssa*'! 

Lata 107 _ Ml mt llh llh 

or _ 330 7 mm - 

J 0D - *93 2 « 2 *h 

_ - 44 T4h IB* Bh -DO 

jut U L Ut BH m U* - 

_ 11 um a (ft am Atk »h 

IM U n NO »v Wk » -4* 

ZOO 2D - 34* Bh ash ISH - 

u u n iii art* am ary* — w 

— * 12944 Mh ITH I2h - h 

,u 3 1 nn ras K im — n 

4759 2U 7 4M 49 OH OH -H 

_ B SI I Ih 9 >k 

ui u - bit am an* m* »** 

ut 47 - is - an# sm am _ 

370 17 21 4107 V son im — I 

DO JOI# **W 4*h SSh — 14* 
4 i 17 f tmJ sm fih sm *u 

D 14 g 31 tw* Mh Bh — h 

S8z 3 gSS£S5S=a 
S «• = * S s* S“ :i 
35 z z ^ K Si S 

. . _ as 3h m 2W 
is# xi u SMB m Bh nn — h 
LR U . « Ml M UH -I 
Z7O0 14/ — IS IS Uh Uh 

*j#« “* a 5. ««"».* 

DM - as UA dot* SSh Bh — Ih 

C LI H OI tk OH OH -k 

U2 Z0 If IMS 20h Bh 37h — t* 

. -M * « flHkiwnl 


won am 
Mat# BH 
u» u 


,5 n i S w S « » 7S 

Z T 2Z SZ "1 

J U 3k BOO 441* MS _h 

70 39 ms u sh «* — v* 

„ s p 5» iii! 35 


7* 3 - tot. «h am am ~u 

u u .. A B an* mi* — u 

AI VI _ f STh J*h JT ^h 


A - BBT Mh 3790 37h — I 


U 4V* th A* 

bo am sm an* 
aw 44 *n% .« 

# w in mo 

w a ;?■» am 

492 IM Mh UH. 

ii m w w 
« Uh uv* lit* 
u in in in 
W Ok B sa 
M B SSh Mh 
» Mh Mh un 
nor m /h no 


Un* cz u 

-2 8« 
■IH 7 ii 
‘D» « ™ 
_ - 22 


D UH 
ji i 21 
WRm ? 


IDtf 2 D u 
jav S - 

3a zi Z 


% ug 

3 si 

,-h f* m 


jffi *3 S 

HU LI IS 


,1« 3 a 


■gSl “ 

1’S 

IM 1 / li 
JW ID IS 
DO* 17 90 


» “ 3 






































































f’ONSOKED I’ A ( , I 


INTERNATTONAT . HERAT XI TRIBUNE. THURSDAY A PUTT. 1 1 IQQA 


PAGE 17 



SPONSORED PAGE 



mwsiM 

i I HHi 


Small and Medium-Sized Companies 


Companies Keep an Eye on Exports 

The Portuguese ate building on their international trade experience to adapt to the next century. 


r Governmert-fundedtachnotogy centers -ISteCentirnfe for the mokf industry (above)- pm vide for PortugaTs SMEs. 

Small Companies Uphold Economy 

The country s business sector is setting its sights on exports to Asia and Eastern Europe. 


T he voyages of the great 15th 
and 1 6th century Portuguese 
explorers like Vasco de Gama 
and FernSo de Magalhaes (Magel- 
lan) were commissioned with com- 
merce in mind and proved an im- 
measurable stimulus to world trade 
at the dawn of the Renaissance. 

Portuguese companies are fired 
by the same venturesome Spirit to- 
day in their search for new markets . 
and foreign partnerships. In particu- 
lar, small and medium-sized enter- 
prises (SMEs), accounting for half 
the commy's total exports, are a vi- 
tal element in the internationaliza- 
tion of an economy that has a long 
history of looking outward for its 
success. 

The country’s most successful 
SMBs, such as the porcelain compa- 
ny Faiart, the water-heater producer 
Vulcano or the plastics group In- 
traplas - to name only a few among 
thousands - are all geared strongly 
toward exports and an enterprising 
search for new markets and con- 
sumption trends. This , is part of tin 
reason that SMEs have shown more 
resilience during economic reces- 
sions dim have bigger companies. 

Parallel to efforts to expand ex- 
ports and the internationalization of 
SMEs, inward investment in Porto- ' 
gal’s smaller companies is provid- 
ing an important source of improved 
know-how, management and finan- 
cial stability. 

The main areas in which foreign 
investment in the country’s SMEs 
plays a vital role include: 

• Partnerships that benefit from 


synergy in operations, such as re- 
search and development, produc- 
tion, distribution and the prospect- 
ing of new markets. 

■ Participation in the management 
of SMEs through capital holdings, 
providing not only financial re- 
sources that can make promising 
projects viable but also know-how 
in specific areas that support the 
company’s development 

• Investment in large international 
projects that provide new business 
oppo rtun ities for SMEs as suppliers 
of products and services, increasing 
tbear output capacity and production 
quality as well as enabling transfers 
of technology and management ex- 
pertise that improve competitive- 
ness. 

“Direct foreign investment in Por- 
tugal’s SMEs is generally most suc- 
cessful when it is directed at the ex- 
port sector,” says Antonio Jose de 
Castro Guerra, president of Portu- 
gal’s Small and Medium-sized Busi- 
ness Institute (IAPMEI). “There are 
common advantages when inward 
investment supports the upgrading 
of Portugal’s economic structure.” 

Process of adaptation 
In an increasingly global economy, 
SMEs are facing' tough challenges 
that represent both opportunities to 
seize and threats to avert Portugal’s 
entity into what is now the European 
Union in 1986 and the creation of a 
single European market in 1993 
have led to structural changes in the 
Portuguese economy as well as to a 
process of modernization. 


“Economies are changing at an 
accelerated pace that requires SMEs 
to ensure fast access to information 
on markets and technology,” says 
Mr. Castro Guerra. “The successful 
companies will be those that rethink 
their approach to the market and 
adopt strategies to ensure that they 
remain competitive in a global econ- 
omy." 

Added value 

For many of Portugal’s SMEs, that 
means moving away from business 
based on poorly qualified and low- 
cost labor to areas where they can 
add more value to their products and 
services through improved quality, 
design and marketing. 

Says Mr. Castro Guerra: "The 
companies that fare best will be 
those that give priority to profes- 
sional training, organization, man- 
agement, technological innovation, 
foe environment and marketing, and 
who at the same time focus on inter- 
nationalization and the identification 
of market niches, adapting their size 
and location to compete more effec- 
tively with foreign groups.” 

IAPMEI and other government 
institutions aim to provide the sup- 
port, both in terms of expertise and 
EU-backed finance, that will enable 
small and medium-sized enterprises 
to meet these challenges. The gov- 
ernment is also committed to build- 
ing a regulatory framework in which 
small businesses can prosper, one 
that is better adapted to a more mod- 
em, competitive and flexible econo- 
my. 


Roadside Stall to Shopping Mall 

A visit to a typical small company in central Portugal The company helped spark a terra cotta craze. 

A decad e ago, the terra cotta ware made by Eduar- national retailers roaming Southern Europe for son 
do Alves on a simple potter’s wheel was sold by thing new to whet consumers’ appetites discovered l 
his wife from a roadside stall near foeir village in rustic appeal of terra cotta for stylish table and deco 


A dftrade ago, the terra cotta ware made by Eduar- 
do Alves mi a simple potter’s wheel was sold by 
his wife from a roadside stall near foeir village in 
central Portugal. Today, the family firm’sproducts are 
on display in a showroom on New York’s Fifth Avenue. 

Val do SoL the company now run by foe Alveses' five 
children, is one of Portugal's many small and medium- 
sized enterprises (SMEs) whose drive and imagination 
are producing successful products and services that 
meet the exacting standards of prestigious international 
customers. 

In fewer than 10 years, Val do Sol International, 
based near Leiria, 100 miles north of Lisbon, has ex- 
panded from an artisan’s workshop to a group with 200 
employees and three production plants whose products 
are sold worldwide in leading stores such as Crate and 
Barrel and Harrods, as well as through the distributor 
Heimark. The group has developed a successful niche 
by building on the warm, ethnic qualities of terra cotta 
to appeal to the consumer of the 1990s with a product 
whose potential had been largely overlooked in North- 
ern Europe and the United States. 

Annual sales, which have been expanding strongly 
even in years of slow economic growth, reached 1 .6 bil- 
lion escudos ($10.5 million) in 1995. Antonio Alves, a 
director of the group, forecasts a 20 percent increase in 
sales this year. More than 97 percent of production is 
exported, with the United Stales accounting for 55 per- 
cent of sales, followed by Britain, Fiance, Scandinavia 
and South Africa. A number of smaller competitors, 
hoping eventually to emulate Val do Sol’s success, have 
sprung up in the Leina region. 

An eye for trends 

Val do Sol owes its success to its openness to the trends 
and requirements of international markets and a deter- 
mination to meet the high quality, marketing and service 
standards that are essential to win and maintain con- 
tracts with global retailers. 

Terra cotta, also known as earthenware, is made from 
red clay, rather than the white clays used for porcelain, 
china and stoneware. It was traditionally used for serv- 
ing food in rural Mediterranean homes hut, except for 
potting plants, it was little known by families in the 

United States or the rest of Europe. 

Within the last decade, however, buyers for big inter- 
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and Medium-Sized Business Institute. 
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Program Director: BUI Mahder. 


national retailers roaming Southern Europe for some- 
thing new to whet consumers’ appetites discovered the 
rustic appeal of terra cotta for stylish table and decora- 
tive ware. 

"As international buyers discerned foe potential of the 
terra cotta industry, producers began to respond to their 
interest and proved themselves very flexible in supply- 
ing what markets they had not considered before woe 
demanding," says Jose Bigio, an agent in Portugal for a 
wide range of U.S. and European retailers, including 
House of Fraser and Liberty of London. 

Hied by the enthusiasm of overseas buyers, Val do 
Sol, now tbe sector leader in Portugal, has adapted 
rapidly to the international market. European Union 
funds supplied about 15 percent of a 250 million escudo 
investment in production facilities that marked a turning 
point for the company in 1988. Val do Sol has also 
drawn on EU aid to run professional training programs. 
Antonio Alves believes that tripling sales to a French re- 
tail chain in under two years shows that VaJ do Sol has 
the ability to satisfy the most demanding clients. 

Building a competitive export firm from a craftsman’s 
workshop has required innovation and flexibility. “Buy- 
ers soon began looking for something beyond foe tradi- 
tional ware that was originally on offer,” says Mr. Bigio. 
“They wanted something fresh that their competitors 
didn’t have. So they began suggesting that producers 
make adaptations arid eventually completely new items. 
This ushered in the use of colors, glazing, hand-painting 
and an overall improvement in quality.” 

“Our aim is to surprise and excite our clients with the 
products and designs we create ourselves,” says Anto- 
nio Alves, whose sister heads the design department. 
Pressure has been equally strong for technological inno- 
vation. Terra cotta in its traditional form is a poor base 
for modem tableware. It is highly porous, cannot with- 
stand heat, is difficult to glaze and quickly develops the 
spider-web cracking known as crazing. 

Rustic yet sophisticated 

Producers have also had to make terra cotta suitable for 
use in microwave ovens and dishwashers. Says Mr. Bi- 
gio: “Terra cotta ware still has a rustic feeling, but it is 
now a sophisticated modem product that bears little re- 
semblance to what was traditionally produced.” 

Portuguese producers, while working on a limited 
scale, have developed foe technology to achieve these 
standards. They have broken new ground; know-how 
could not be imported Companies such as Val do Sol 
have their own laboratories and can turn to chemical en- 
gineers in laboratories working for the sector as a whole. 

Design and technology have dearly been important to 
Val do Sol’s success. But Antonio Alves believes the 
critical factor is service quality. ‘We have successfully 
overcome some preconceived ideas that Portuguese 
businesses were unreliable over delivery times, quality 
and standards,” he says. 

“Our aim is for buyers to visit our plants and say 
‘Wow!’” 


P ortugal's leading industrial 
company employs fewer than 
500 workers. Annual sales are 
less than 2.4 million escudos 
($16,000). 

It has no corporate headquarters, 
and it never publishes an annual 
report. The owner and chief execu- 
tive started out in the workshop and 
often doubles as foe head salesman. 
Business performance is impres- 
sive, but there is no quoted stock 
for analysts to track. 

This is the profile of the compa- 
ny that accounts for more than 50 
percent of Portugal’s exports, 79 
percent of employment and almost 
64 percent of investment. It is a 
portrait not of one individual busi- 
ness but of the tens of thousands of 
small and medium-sized enterprises 
(SMEs) chat lie at the heart of the 
Portuguese economy and hold the 
key to the country's future. 

“SMEs are of prime importance 
across all sectors of our economy, 
from commerce and services to 
agriculture and industry,” says 
Antonio Jose de Castro Guerra, 
president of Portugal's Small and 
Medium-sized Business Institute 
(IAPMEI), a government body that 
provides a wide range of support 
for SMEs. 

“Smaller companies, often more 
adaptable than big corporations, 
have led the development of new 
industrial sectors in Portugal in 
areas such as electronics, informa- 
tion technology and electrical 
equipment." he says. “They have 
done this both by improving pro- 
duction quality and by successfully 
positioning themselves as partners 
or suppliers for big Portuguese or 
European industrial projects. They 
contribute as much to the economy 
in quality as they do in quantity.” 

Micro power 

SMEs, defined as businesses with 
fewer than 500 employees and 
annual sales of less than 2.4 million 
escudos, account for 99.8 percent 
of Portuguese companies. And it is 
tbe very small, or micro, companies 
that dominate the economy: 55 per- 
cent of all Portuguese enterprises 
have fewer than five workers, and 
78 percent employ fewer than 1 0. 

But the importance of SMEs to 
Portugal goes considerably beyond 
numbers. Small businesses provide 
a vital source of employment and 
economic development in the inte- 
rior of the country, helping to pre- 
vent a drain of people, skills and 
vitality from the countryside to the 
densely populated Atlantic coast, 
where most of Portugal's big indus- 
tries are located. 

Reflecting the significance of 
small businesses in creating jobs, 
Antonio Gutreres, Portugal’s prime 
minister, recently unveiled a jock- 
age of measures to combat unem- 
ployment that centers on SMEs and 
local job creation. “Unemployment 
is my government's most serious 
concern,” he says. 

From craft studios to precision 
engineering, and from clothing 
design to biotechnology, Portugal’s 
SMEs are clearly the most impor- 
tant part of the solution for unem- 
ployment. They currently provide 


almost eight out of every 1 0 jobs. 
Employment builds skills, and it is 
as a foundation for technological 
know-how and business endeavors 
that smaller companies are pointing 
the way forward for the Portuguese 
economy. 

“Portugal is a country of entre- 
preneurs, and our SMEs have 
always been flexible and open to 
innovation,” says Mr. Castro 
Guerra. “A long tradition of invest- 
ment in sectors such as textiles, 
footwear, industrial molds and, 
more recently, automobile and 
electronic components, have helped 
Pomigal train a highly skilled work 
force whose qualities are interna- 
tionally recognized.” 

European outlook 
The advent of Europe’s single mar- 
ket in 1993 and foe growing inter- 
nationalization of trade have con- 
fronted Portugal’s SMEs with diffi- 
cult new challenges. But Mr. 


essential as the European Union 
opens its doors wider to cheaper 
goods produced at lower cost out- 
side Europe. 

Corporate Darwinism 
“Portugal's SMEs are undergoing a 
process of natural selection in 
which only the fittest, that is the 
more competitive, will prosper.” 
says Mr. Castro Guerra. 
“Companies that make timely 
investments, above all in technolo- 
gy that enables them to adopt flexi- 
ble production systems and com- 
bative marketing strategies, will 
acquire a self-sustaining viability 
and thereby guarantee their sur- 
vival.” 

IAPMEI provides support for the 
successful evolution of Portugal's 
SMEs by acting as a center of 
excellence that furnishes skills, 
know-how. tools and financing to 
promote the greater competitive- 
ness of smaller businesses. The 
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A weaker prepares a wooden mold at the Cruz Mai tins A WaN foundry. 


Castro Guerra is confident that 
most are prepared to seize opportu- 
nities and overcome threats. 

“Experience and professional 
skills, together with adaptability 
and entrepreneurial capacity, place 
Portugal’s smaller companies in an 
advantageous position to meet the 
challenges of an increasingly glob- 
al economy.” he says. 

But Portuguese SMEs. often 
family businesses relying on just 
one person for their management, 
will need all the drive and persis- 
tence they are known for to remain 
successful. The main hurdles they 
face include improving product 
quality and innovation; increasing 
productivity, professional training 
and environmental awareness: and 
adopting more assertive marketing 
policies based on design, brands 
and more effective control of distri- 
bution channels. 

Portuguese companies will also 
have to compete more strongly in 
Asia and Eastern Europe as well as 
in their traditional markets centered 
on Western Europe and the United 
States. Adding value to products 
through improved quality, design, 
packaging and marketing is also 


institute, represented by regional 
offices throughout Portugal, sup- 
plies products, services and infor- 
mation as well as technical support 
to strengthen company perfor- 
mance. 

In addition, the institute coordi- 
nates financial support and incen- 
tive systems for small businesses, 
including the channeling of EU 
funds to SMEs. and stimulates the 
creation of new financial products 
in areas such as seed capital and 
participation bonds. IAPMEI is 
also engaged in efforts to make 
credit more easily accessible to 
small companies 

“We want to help SMEs do 
everything in their power to take 
advantage of the vast new markets 
that are opening up and that will 
help them overcome the limitations 
of the small Portuguese market.” 
says Mr. Castro Guerra. “This will 
enable small companies to achieve 
more viable levels of production 
and economic efficiency that will 
ensure their success in a more glob- 
al economy.” 

For more information, please 
contact IAPMEI. Telephone and 
fax: (351 1)3863279. 
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A cbthkig designer at work bi the Dmb Ctvz garment company. The textile industry has a long tradition of Investment 
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New Grounds Inaugurated 


assemble some 800 participants and 200 
print and television journalists to hear 
speeches by Czech Prime Minister Va- 
clav Klaus: Gfinter Rexrodt, Germany’s 
economics minister; Heinrich von PSerer, 
chairman of die board of Siemens AG; 
Louis Hughes, president of GM; and 
dozens of other political and business lu- 
minaries. 

Though the high-profile crowd will be 
large, it will by no means exhaust the ca- 
pacities of the venue, Leipzig’s Congress 
Center. The center’s five mam halts and 
14 seminar and meeting rooms can bold 
up to 2^00 persons. The facility also has 
more than 3,700 square meters (40,000 
square feet) of exhibition space. 

Tomorrow, German Resident Roman 
Herzog will officially inaugura te die fair- 
grounds, and on April 13, Auto Mobil 
’96, die first show, will begirt. Of the 30- 
odd events launched or revamped by 
Leipziger Messe, the trade- fair authority, 
over the past six years, the motor show is 
the most successful in terms :of absolute. ■ 
numbers, having attracted 256 exhibitors 
and 185,000 visitors in 1995. 

Forty percent mare exhibitors have al- 
ready registered for this year’s event, 
which will be held in conjunction with 
Verkehr + Logistic, a trade fair for die 
mass-transit and freight-forwarding in- 
dustries. Verkehr + Logistic has gone its 
’hag brother” Auto Mobil (me better, ^ 
recording a 58 percent jump in ex- 
hi bi tors. Together, the two 
events will occupy all five of jmS|||| 
the trade-fair facility’s main Mm, j fell 
halls, which have 102,500 Jp|p^§; 
square meters of usable 
space. The events wifi also 
use a good portion of the fair- 
grounds* 30.000 square meters of out- - 
door display space. 

Luminous ardhttectureandart 
The celestial dome. The heavens of glass. 
The luminous landmark. Germany’s trav- 
el journalists are showing no signs of 
running out of heathless descriptions of 
die fairgrounds* central forum, accurately - 
labeled “Europe’s largest glass-based 
structure” by Merian magazine. At 30 
meters high, 80 meters wide, 250 meters . 
long and composed of 5,500 individual 
panes, the forum is a record-setter. 

Volk win Marg, managing partner of 
Gerkan. Marg und Partner, the architects 
who designed Leipzig’s fairgrounds, says 
the look of the new facilities is meant to 
reflect the liveliness of the fair. Thus the 
design, which also reflects the city’s ex- 
isting architecture, especially the main 
train station, offers an abundance of light 
and space. 

“To put the fairgrounds’ luminosity .on 
display, to accentuate its liveliness,'' adds : 
Cornelia Wohlfarth, Leipziger Messe 
GmbH’s CEO, “we commissioned 26 
artists to create works of art for our new 
facility. Their works range from murals 
to installations to pennants. From eight 


countries, their ranks include Sol Le Witt, 
Jenny Holzer and others of international 
renown, and such promising local talents 
as TDo Schulz and Olaf Nlcholai.” 

High-tech facilities 

The aesthetic charms of the central fbnun 
and the grounds will no doubt enthrall 
trade-fair exhibitors. Of greater practical 
importance to them, however, are less 
viable, technical features. 

In addition to advanced logistics and 
waste-disposal facilities, die fairgrounds 
boast a state-of-the-art communication 
network, installed below the fairgrounds’ 
floors and in its walls and columns. Fanh 
stand has immediate access to the facili- 
ty’s ISDN-based “information highway,” 
through which exhibitors can transmit or 
receive 622- megabytes of data per sec- 
ond. The fairgrounds* multimedia net- 
work uses ATM standards in transmitting 
-up to 155 megabytes of images, video 
and speech per second, allowing for on- 
stana displays of telemarketing, tele- 
working and teleconferencing. 

A Record Year - - 

In 1995, the numbers of exhibitors at and 
viators to Leipzig's trade fairs set new 
post-1989 records, rising 17 per- 
cent and 12 percent re- ^ 

spectively, 


creasing revenues by 13.5 million 
Deutsche marks ($9.1 milli on), to 92 mil- 
lion DM and reducing 1995*s net deficit 
to 19.8 million DM. This deficit is large- 
ly due to the costs of developing new 
trade fairs and ancillary facilities. 

Aided tty a surge in attendance at its 
congresses and conferences, the number 
of people attending Leipzig’s events has 
risen by more than 300,000 over the last 
four years, nearly reaching the million- 
person, mark last year. With the inaugura- 
tion of the new grounds and congress fa- 
cilities, this figure is set to register an 
enormous surge in 19%. 

The trade fair is an important contribu- 
tor to the local economy. Wages paid, 
products and services purchased and 
work commissioned by Leipzig's trade- 
fair authority, its exhibitors and visitors 
in 1995 added up to an input of 500 mil- 
lion DM into Germany’s new states, ac- 
cording to a recent survey. More than 
680 raiUion DM of the 1.3 billion DM 
spent to create the new, million-square- 
meter fairgrounds will have gone to ser- 
vice providers and producers located in 
Germany’s new states. An additional 850 
million DM has been spent to improve 
the infrastructure in the surrounding area. 


New Home Boosts Fair 


Cornelia Wohlfarth, head of the trade 
fair's managing board, sees a bright 
future for the fair, which has already 
received a boost from the new facili- 
ties, “At our recent open house, hun- 
dreds of thousands of Leipzigers 
thronged to see 'their’ new fair- 
grounds,” she says. “To tap this unpre- 
decentedly high degree of enthusiasm 
and interest, we’re going to launch a 
new spring-time consumer goods fair. 
The bulk of the push will manifest it 
self in the long term, once the 
exhibitors and the new 
fairgrounds have 
had a chance 


to get thoroughly acquainted with each 
other. This push will take the form of 
larger numbers of exhibitors ar our in- 
dividual events.- The push will also ex- 
press itself as a spate of entirely new 
events built around our state-of-the-art 
communication and multimedia grids, 
events melding face-to-face encoun- 
ters with electronics-based out- 
reach.” 


Rising and Shining 
in Leipzig 


83 1 Years of Trade Fairs 


F ifteen of the \9 Cen- 
tral and Eastern 
European (CEE) 
countries recorded eco- 
nomic growth in 1 995, 
with Albania. Poland, 
Estonia . Sbvenia, the 
Czech Republic and Slo- 
vakia ranking as Eu- 
rope's fastest-growing 
economies. 

Thai's very good news 
for the CEE countries' 
people and their govern- 
ments. It's also good news 
for Leipziger Messe 
GmfcH . One of the trade- 
fair authority's prime vo- 
cations has been fostering 
business, technological 
and cultural ties between 
the CEE region and the 
rest of the world. 

“We'vr had a privileged 
viewpoint from which to 
witness the rebuilding of 
the CEE countries and 


their individual compa- 
nies." says Rudolf Huber, 
the authority's head of 
press and public rela- 
tions. “A closeup view- 
point. 

" Ten years ago. these 
companies came to 
Leipzig as state- run 
trusts. Five years ago. 
they came as freshly re- 
structured. private-sector 
corporations launching 
newly developed products 
and services here. 

"Watching and helping 
'our' companies develop 
into corporations well ca- 
pable of successfully com- 
peting on world markets 
- which is what many of 
them are today - has 
been one of the most grat- 
ifying aspects of Leipziger 
Mcsse's own period of re- 
building and reorient- 


F or four centuries, starting at around 
AD. 750, Leipzig, situated at the 
crossroads of Europe’s north-south 
and east-west trading routes, had been a 
point of meeting and marketing for the 
world’s merchants. 

In 1165. the local margrave proclaimed 
the market an annual spring event. 
Leipzig's merchants gave their market a 
very new form: Instead of being spread 
around in randomly situated heaps, the 
merchandise was displayed in regularly 
spaced booths, allowing purchasers to 
make their way quickly and easily 
through the market 
The trade fair was bom. 

Quickly appreciating this innovation’s 
merits, the world's merchants dissemi- 
nated it throughout Europe. For the next 
seven centuries, Leipzig’s spring event 
retained its primacy over its dozens of 
competitors. 

In the late 19th century, the rise of 
modem industry and the advent of the de- 
partment store threatened to put an end to 
the trade fair, in Leipzig and elsewhere. 
Locomotives, printing presses and other 
industrial devices, often developed and 
manufactured in Saxony, were too large 
to be displayed in great quantity. Cloth- 
ing, furniture and other consumer 
items could be better 
sold in the new 
depart- 


ment stores or via catalogues, another 
Leipzig invention. 

Leipzig's traders came up with a bril- 
liant idea, one that would save the fain 
Their focus would be on breadth, not 
depth. Instead of selling actual merchan- 
dise, they would display one-of-a-kind 
samples and take orders. This innovation 
allowed thousands of different items to 
be presented at a single trade fair. 

To house this unparalleled spread of 
goods. 30 new, strikingly beautiful build- 
ings were built in Leipzig’s central busi- 
ness district. In 1895, the buildings - still 
in use today - were completed, and 
Leipzig relaunched the trade fair. 

By 1920, after only 25 years of use, the 
trade fair had outgrown its site. The city’s 
authorities decided to provide a new 
venue with plenty of room for growth. 
The new facilities, the largest trade-fair 
grounds in the world, comprised 20 indi- 
vidual buildings, offices and halls with a 
total of 200,000 square meters (2.15 mil- 
lion square feet) of usable floor space. 

The fairgrounds were large enough to 
present all of the salable products of the 
COMECON countries, which Leipzig 
did twice a year after World War IL In 
1990, with demise of COMECON, 
Leipziger Messe, the city’s reconstituted 
trade-fair authority, launched the city’s 
fourth trade-fair-related transition. The 
authority came up with a whole new line 
of fairs and venues in which various mar- 
kets and market-makers could meet The 
new authority also quickly formulated 
k. plans for a very new look for the 
fairgrounds. After 831 years of 
i|BK trade-fair activity in Leipzig and 
three years of building, the new 
facilities will be inaugurated 
Hafan tomorrow. 



Travel Tips Upcoming Events 


Getting to Leipzig by air. 

A large number of new links have made Leipzig's air- 
port ihe fastest-growing in Germany. Today, 51 carri- 
ers provide scheduled services to and from 76 cities in 
and outside Europe. From the airport, visitors to the fair 
can reach the grounds in 10 minute on a shuttle bus. 
which runs every 30 minutes. A taxi ride costs about 25 
Deutsche marks ($17) and takes, traffic permitting, 
about ! 0 minutes. A taxi ride from the airport to the 
city center Utfces about 20 minute. 

By roll: 

Leipza? is on Germany's 1C/ICE express rail grid. Re- 
cent track upgrades have drastically cut travel times. 
Frankfurt-Leipzig-. three-and-a-half hours ; Berlin- 
Leipzig, two hours. The number 16 streetcar line and an 
S-Bahn [regional railway ) link the city’s H auptbahnhof 
( main train station | with the trade-fair grounds. Travel 
time: about 1 6 minute. 

By roadz 

Leipzig is on Germany's Autobahn superhighway grid. 
The exit for the fairgrounds (Mess egridnde) is on the 
A 14 Autobahn, just to the cast of iis intersection with 
the A9 Beriin-Munich superhighway. 

Staying and dining in Leipzig: 

After six years of frenetic building. Leipzig now has 53 
hotels, with a total of 9,403 rooms. SeWral of these ho- 
tels are among the finest in Germany. 

GaultMillau now lists nine gourmet restaurants in 
Leipzig, with the highest rating going to the Stadtpfeif- 
fer. The best-known of the restaurants toted is Auer- 
bach's Keller, the selling for Dr. Faust's encounter with 
Meph'tstopheles. There are dozens of other fine restau- 
rants and bistros in the city, including the wildly popu- 
brMSvenpickam N aschmarkt. 


Auto Mobil International: 

The Leipzig Motor Show. 

April 13-21. 

Verkehr + Logistic: 
International trade f.air for the 

MASS-TRANSIT AND 
FREIGHT-FORWARDING INDUSTRIES. 

April 13-18. 


Euromed ’96: Medical trade fair and 
congress. May 2-5. 

Fourth German Multimedia Con- 
gress: May 12-14. 

Europrom Leipzig *96: European 

TELEVISION PROGRAMMING AND MEDIA 

fair. May 13-15. 


Time Line of Leipzig History 


• 9th century: A way station grows up at 
the intersection of the Via Reggae and 
Via Imperial trading routes. By 1015, it is 
known as “mbs Lipzi” - “the community 
next to the lime trees.” 

• 1165: Leipzig's prospering traders fund 
the building of the Church of St. Nikolai. 
After more than eight centuries as a cen- 
ter of religious faith, it becomes the 
hearth of East Germany’s nonviolent rev- 
olution in early autumn 1989. with thou- 


“Leepzig: A New Look for 
the Trade Fair” 
was produced in its entirety by the 
Advertising Department of the 
International Herald Tribune. 

It has been sponsored by Leipziger 
Messe GmbH. 

Writer: Terry Swartzberg. 
who is based in Munich. 
Program Director: Bill Mahdcr. 
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sands flocking to attend its Monday night 
“prayer meetings." 

• 1212: The Choir of St. Thomas is 
founded. St. Thomas Church remains the 
home of one of the world’s leading 
choirs. Johann Sebastian Bach led the 
choir as cantor for 27 years and wrote 
most of his music there. 

• 1409: Leipzig’s university is founded. 
Its students and professors will include 
Goethe and Leibniz. 

• 1650: Leipzig has been the center of 
European publishing for over a century 
and a half, a position it will retain until 
World War IL Merchants in the city put 
out the world’s first daily newspaper - 
the Einkommenden Zeitungen. In 1682, 
it is followed by the world’s first periodi- 
cal for the book trade, Acta Eruditorum. 
and six years later, the first German-lan- 
guage magazine, the Monars-Gesprache. 

• ca. 1730: The Gewandhaus orchestra 
begins regular performances in the first 
of six venues. Conductors have included 


Felix Mendelssohn and Kurt Masur. 


1989: Leipzig is the focal 
point of East Ger- 
many’s “peaceful 
revolution. 
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World Roundup 


While You Watch the Game, the Admen Cast Their Spell 



Neal C. LaBrenfitasai 


Mike Tyson has been accused 
of sexual battery at a nightclub. 


Tyson Accused 


boxinq Mike Tyson, the World 
Boxing Council heavyweight 
world champion, was accused by a 
25-year-old Indiana woman of 
sexual tottery in a nightclub on 
Chicago's South Side over the 
weekend. Tyson finished serving a 
sentence on a rape conviction a year 
ago and is on probation. 

A Chicago police detective. 
Steve Glynn, confirmed that a po- 
lice report was filed against Tyson 
and said the matter is under in- 
vestigation, but Tyson has not been 
charged. The woman, a beautician 
from Gary, Indiana, said she was 
attacked Sunday night at The 
Clique nightclub. (WP) 


International Herald Tribune 

A S HAPPENS these days, the 
man who raises money for in- 
ternational sports is talking 
about cruise missiles. 

“It's the same technology of target 
acquisition that we’re using," says 
Peter Sprogis, the managing director of 
ISL Television. "In each cruise missile 
is a computer with a memory of the 
Territory it is seeking. In the nose of the 
missile is a video camera photographing 
the territory. As soon as the video 
matches the territory — boom." 

His is one of three companies un- 
veiling digital technology aimed at 
those tacky advertising billboards that 
surround sporting events. By the next 
century, a computer will lock onto those 
billboards and — boom! — cover them 
with virtual advertisements for the sake 
of TV audiences. 

In other words, if you’re in the sta- 
dium. you might notice that some bill- 
boards are for Coca-Cola. If you’re 
watching the same game at home, the 
very same billboards might be advert- 
ising Pepsi. 

And if you are watching on TV, as 
billions do for the greatest events, some 


real boards might be mixed in 
with other virtual boards, and 

you won’t be able to tell the 

difference. 

ISL is planning the first public test of 
its “Imadgme" system at a May IS 
athletics Grand Prix in Atlanta, where 
four or six boards, out of the 52 sur- 
rounding the track, will be computer- 
actuated, free of charge this one time 
only. If all goes well, the invention should 
look more real than when Forrest Gump 
met President Kennedy. Think more of 
Steven Spielberg's dinosaur gobbling up 
that man on the toilet. 

ISL’s competitors in this new tech- 
nology are Symah of France and PVI of 
the United States, but Sprogis anticip- 
ates that everyone will be using it soon. 

ISL would seem to have a head start, 
it is the superpower of sports marketing 
consultants. Twenty-seven of the 
world's 35 most popular sporting events 
are distributed to as many as 210 coun- 
tries by ISL. 

The company negotiates TV and 
sponsorship packages for the major 
sporting events and federations. It was 
founded in 1982, and has fueled the 
growth of the International Olympic 
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Committee, as well as FIFA, the in- 
ternational soccer federation; and 
IAAF, the athletics federation, afford- 
ing the old men who run them a sort of 
monarchical power. 

Sprogis is a tall, slim Canadian, not at 
ail overbearing. Most of the workers are 
casually dressed in his London office, 
an engine room of world sports. During 
a recent interview he broke away for a 
phone conversation, discussing a SI 3 
million deal like a mechanic describing 
a new carburetor. A paper sign thumb- 
tacked to his wall reads. “The Best Way 
to Predict the Future is to Invent It” 

"This is going to enable the fed- 
erations to make more money, feed it 
back into the grass roots and build up 
their sports,’’ he says. By bis calcu- 
lations, the sporting federations — 
which are nonprofit — invest 95 percent 
of their revenues back into the sport. 

The federations are under attack by TV 
conglomerates, be says, the most no- 
torious of which is Rupert Murdoch. 

‘‘When be wanted to start up his 
renegade world golf tour, be wasn’t 


going to go through the fed- 5 
erations o r pr o tours,” Spro- 

gis says. "TV is so powerful, 

it is able to finance its own sprats.everits 
against or to the exclusion of many 
federations. When yon look at the cash- 
flow of major TV networks, there’s not 
much they can’t buy.” 

Murdoch’s ilk have not blown up the 
old world yet The impulse behind this 
new Star Wars system, according to 
ISL, is to make sure be doesn’t 

It could bring in two to four tunes more 
in sponsorships Sprogns estimates. The 
soccer World Cop earns $30 million to 
$40 miHioix in spon so rshi p ; the Athletics 

That revenue comes from renting out 
e ach signb oard once, mainly to the larger 
international companies, a limited pooL 
Soon, each signboard may be sold 30 or 
50 times. Than will be a computerized 
black box the size of a small refrigerator 
in a TV studio, adjusting the advert- 
isements to the tastes of the 30 to 50 
richest countries. 

You may think you don’t pay much 
attention to those signboards, tint an ISL 
survey claims otherwise. It indicates dial 


at least 16 pena on of viewers in the 
Unite d States, Japan and Europe were 
aware of the II sponsors of me 1994 
soccer World Cup. 

The Olympics uniquely refuses to sell 
advertising in its stadiums, and has no 
plans to use the technology. Already 
federations and leagues sell off sections 
of the field or ooust and permit ad- . 
vertising on soccer jerseys. Someday 
old-timers will talk about how tire play- 
ers used to chase across the green grass, 
before it was pasted over by the logo of * 
a gianx candy bar or a can of beer. 

‘Tm a little against putting tag signs 
6ntheatdi,'*admits&rosis; "It’s up ■ 
to the federations, but I hope that will ' 
not be a use of the new system.” 

“By the year 2000, they are projecting ■ 
there will be 3j000 to 5,00 0 channels 
available ha Europe,” Sprogis says. ■ 
"They ’ie also woril ig on a chip that will - 
tnmdase, five years from now. any lan- . 


"What happens to advertising when . 
people start channd-sarfing across that • 
many channels? Whafs going to be the . 
focus of that fragmenxaooa? It's going - 
to be mayor sport Xt has got to be. The 
advertising these is tmzappabte.” ^ 


Carew’s Daughter Critical 


Michelle Carew. the youngest 
daughter of Rod Carew, the Base- 
ball Hall of Famer, remained in 
critical condition in Orange. Cali- 
fornia. nearly three weeks after an 
umbilical cord blood transplant to 
help in her fight against leukemia. 

Doctors hoped the unusual pro- 
cedure would provide her with a 
new immune system. Partial kidney 
fail ure placed her on dialysis last 
week. There was no immediate pro- 
gnosis since the procedure is so 
rare. (AP) 
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Lions Face 3 Tests 


RIIOBY UNION The first British 
Lions rugby team to tour South 
Africa since 1980 will play three 
tests in their 13-match tour from 


May to July next year. 
The Lions will play 


The Lions will play test matches 
in CapeTown on June 21, Durban on 


June 28 and Johannesburg on July 
5. {Reuters. AFP) 


Police Team Charged 


soccer Dinamo Bucharest, 
owned fry Romania's Interior Min- 
istry police, has been fined and its 
fans banned from the next two home 
matches after vandalism and fight- 
ing at a game against FC National 
Bucharest last week. {Reuters) 



Controlled Greeks Take On Feisty Barcelona in Final 


By Ian Thomsen 

International Herald Tribune 


PARIS — Two of the world’s peat 
soccer clubs, FC Barcelona and Real 
Madrid, met over a game of basketball 
and it wasn’t half bad. Barcelona came 
back from 15 points down to move into 




the European Championship final Thurs- 
day against Panalhinaikos of Athens. 

Barcelona, the Spanish champion, 
played in a controlled frenzy Tuesday 
night, breaking free in the last three 
minutes for a 76-66 semifinal victory. By 
comparison Panalhinaikos seemed large- 
ly sluggish in its 81-71 semifinal beating 
of CSKA Moscow. The humorless, 
grinding style is how the coach wants it 

’Thopefoefinaliisaslowgame.” said 


Bozidar Maljkovic, who has won three 
European titles. He and two other former- 
Yugoslavian coaches have shared the last 
seven European championships. 
Maljkovic is more concerned with an- 
other statistic: "Barcelona has 10 play- 
ers, and we really use only five." 

In fact eight of his men played at least 
1 1 minutes, influenced by an ankle injury 
to Fragjsko Alvertis. The key is Panath- 
inaikos’s two foreigners: The 32-year- 
old Croatian center Stojko Vrankovic, 
who played out of his herd in the semi- 
final with seven blocks and 12 rebounds, 
and the 36-year-old Dominique Wilkins 
with 35 points and eight turnovers, who 
might be going out of his mind. 

When Wilkins scores 35, he should 
be a joy to watch; but Maljkovic isn’t in 
the entertainment business. If Panafo- 
inaikos becomes the first Greek club to 
win the European title and does so in- 


spired by Wilkins — even though he 
isn’t allowed to run .and his teammates 
don’t take enough advantage of his 
skills in the low post — it will probably 
become his highest professional 
achievement, and back home no one 
will know tie half of it. 

If Panalhinaikos fails to win, it will 
consider its European-record $3.5 mil- 
lion investment in Wilkins a failure. "I 
think so," said the club’s press officer, 
Zbrbas Evangel os. "Because no one re- 
members who finishes second. Never." 

Wilkins was among the first idols of 
Arturas Kamishovas, a I itfauanian who 
scored 24 points in the semifinal for 
Barcelona. He was named the European 
player of the year Wednesday, and hopes 
to graduate to the National Basketball 
Association next season, where he can 
only dream of reaching Wilkins’ stature. 
Yet. should Kamishovas be let loose on 


50 Days to Vote That Matters for South Korea 


Some Politicians Say World Cup Is More Important Than the General Election 


Special to the Herald Tribune 

T HE BIDDING between 
Japan and Smith Korea 
to stage Asia's first soccer World 
Cup, in the year 2002, has 50 days to run. 
If you harbor any doubt about the in- 
tensity of die rivals, one of which ruled 
the other for three bitter decades, read 
these words: 

"Korea has two elections — our gen- 
eral election on April 1 1 , and the World 
Cup bid on June 1 . Of the two, 1 would 
prefer to win June 1.” 

That statement, over dinner in Seoul a 
few nights ago, came from Lee Hong 
Koo, South Korea's prime minister untS 
last December, adviser to the New 
Korea Party’s election campaign, and 
chairman of Korea's World Cup bid. 

Lee measures words with the cal- 
culation befitting a former Yale pro- 
fessor. “We lost a political election 
before, in 1988, but survived.” he said, 
“a World Cup is once in a lifetime.” 

In his lifetime, 62 years, this man has 
had one paramount mission: unification 
of North and South Korea. 

"If we get the World Cup," he says, 
‘ T consider it will be not to South Korea 
but to the Korean peninsula, i would 
invite senior North Korean statesmen to 
have a discussion on this. It really could 
be a breakthrough." 

Sports providing the catalyst where 
politics has failed? 

Lee’s mother was from the North. The 


Vantage Point / Rob Huomis 


father of Chung Mong Joon, president of 
South Korea's Football Association, left 
the North as a farm worker and founded 


the Hyundai conglomerate. 
The roots of Korean so© 


The roots of Korean soccer lie in the 
North. The sporting instinct, like the 
entrepreneurial instinct that changed 
South Korea from a poor nation to an 
aggressive economic power, crossed 
that border and every man or woman — 
barring the young who never knew life 
across the divide — hopes that a World 
Cup in Korea could mean games in the 
150,000-seat Pyongyang “Olympic 
Stadium.’ ’ built by the North at the time 
of the 1988 Olympics in Seoul. 

“Don’t tell us the dream is im- 
possible," says Lee. "Co-hosting is not 
in the rules, but Koreas have fielded a 
joint team in FIFA's World Youth 
Championships, and had Kim D Sung 
lived three more weeks, unification 
talks would have taken place. We were 
packing to go when be suddenly died, I 
believe of a heart attack." 

Two weeks after leaving office, Lee 
met Joao Havelange, the president of 
FIFA, world soccer’s governing body, in 
California. “As I was now a free man, I 
asked him about North Korea," says 
Lee. “He was very short, abrupt: Out of 
the question, he said, too late anyway." 

The hostility from a supposedly neut- 


ral sports leader, who has or- 
chestrated a block vote of 
South American members in 
favor of Japan, did not surprise Lee. 

“Die history of Japanese immigra- 
tion to Brazil is a century old,” said Lee. 
"Japanese own territory there larger 
than Japan itself." 


Lee tried one last plea to Havelange, 
the thought of FIFA contributing to 
peace in Korea. 

“I’m afraid even that doesn’t move 
him," concluded the Korean. 

He also spoke to Guillermo Casedo, 
FIFA’s senior vice president, a fellow 
Yale man. from Mexico. He told Carlos 
Menem, president of Argentina: “I am 
sure Argentina is the greatest country in 
Latin America. I don’t see why Ar- 
gentina should follow BraziL” 

Lee smiles at his own effrontery. 
Whoever said sports and politics do not 
mix is out-of-date. 

"But you see, the opportunity is bey- 
ond sport, it is so exciting,” said Lee. 
“Here in Seoul, on this month's full 
moon, the second highest Buddhist 
priest joined a Catholicbishop and four 
other religions praying for the World 
Cup. I was very moved, there were 
1 ,200 delegates from across all cultures 
and boundaries in prayer. Soccer has a 
unique constituency.’ * 

I suggested to President Kim Young 
Sam, the head of state, that the potential 
for World Cup. must be phenomenal 
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FIFA president Joao Havelange, 
who openly opposes South Korea's 
bid to host the World Cnp In 2002. 


since South Korea has promised to give 
away all profits — potentially $430 
million to HFA federations. 

“It would change significantly 
Korea’s destiny,” said Kim. “The 
World Cup would irreversibly confirm 
our momentum towards the leading 
group of the global community.” 

The 1988 Olympics marked South 
Korea’s change from a military gov- 
ernment to democracy. A World Cup 
would push Korea further up the league 
of trading nations, perhaps to its goal of 
perceived equality with Japan as an Asi- 
an power. 

These are irresistible driving forces, 
the old scores of the Far East. Pure sport, 
if ever it existed, will not be free of 
politics in the new millennium. 


And Lakers Lose Van Exel 


The Associated Press 

Nick Van Exel of the Los Angeles 
Lakers was suspended for seven games 
and fined a NBA-record $25,000 Wed- 
nesday for shaving a referee during a loss 
Tuesday to the Denver Nuggets. 

The league’s action against Van Exel 
will cost tiie Lakers' guard about 


$187,000 and will keep him out of the 
lineup for die rest of the regular season. 

Incensed after getting ejected In the 
fourth quarter of the Los Angeles 
Lakers’ 98-91 loss to the Nuggets in 
Denver, Van Exel charged andmt ref- 
eree Ron Ganetson with a forearm 
shiver, knocking Ganetson bade to the 
scorer’s table. Screaming obscenities, 
the Lakers' guard had to be restrained 
by his teammaies. 

“It’s inexcusable,” teammate Magic 
Johnson said. “Yon just don't do that 
Now you’re going to have to sit probably 
the rest of the season. Just when I draught 
we were smart, and then. Wham!” . 

Van Excl-s tantrum was reminiscent 
of Dennis Rodman’s head-butt of ref- 
eree Ted Bernhardt last month. The 
Chicago Bulls forward was suspended 
six games and fined $20,000. 

Looking stunned, Ganetson, whose 
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Dominique Wilkins, who scored 35 points for Panathinaikos, getting past Moscow’s Vassffi Karasev In the semifinal. 


the break as tew as Tuesday, he might be 
watched with envy by Wilkins. 

If the final is at Maljkovic’s pace, 
much will depend on the quick, inside 
play of Barcelona’s American, the 2.08 
meter (6-foot- 10-inch) Dan Godfread, 
and his ability to draw the 2.17-meter 
Vrankovic into foul trouble. According 
to Maljkovic, the only European center 
to give a performance as dominating as 
Vrankovic ’s was the superior Arvidas 
Sabonis, the I ithuanian center who led 
Real Madrid to the tide last year before 
jumping, as best he could, to the NBA 

Barcelona also wfflte trying to win its 
first European chacnpioaship.lt lost the 
1991 final .Maljkovic was die coachJTe 
believed his total control was being un- 
dercut by Afro Garcia Reneses, Bar- 
celona’s general secretary. Reneses is 
now the coach. He and Maljkovic will not 
shake hands before or after the game. 
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father, Dmefl, was a longtime referee in - 
the National Basketball Association tef . 
and is foe league's chief of officiating. ■ 
took a couple of steps toward Van ExeL 
“ Instinctively, I started to do 
something that I think I quite possibly „ 
would regret and canghr myself, and his ' 
players took him,” Ganetson said. “I ; 
will go bad; to my boss and my boss’s ‘ 
boss and the head of security and tell 
them specifically what was said, in tbe ‘ 
manner in which it was said. Whatever - 
the league chooses to do from that point 
on, that’s entirely up to my superiors." 

Tbe modern couldn’t crane at a 
worse time for tbe Lakers as they pre- 
pared foe playoffs. Tbe team had just 
recovered from tbe controversy sur- 
rounding their other co-captain. Cedric 
CebaBos, who left the team unexcused 
for four days test month. 

Mwwto as, Lmkmtu 9i In Denver. 
Date Ellis scored 20 points and 
LaFbonso EBis added 17 prams and 13 
rebounds as foe Nuggets stayed in the 
playoff hum. . j 

Knicte *7, Critics 93 Patrick Ewing * 
had 26 ponds and Z I rebounds as New 
York beat Boston for the 14th straight 
time. Ewing continual to struggle from 
foe field, missing I3 of 21 attempts. But . 
he made 11 of 12 free throws. 

p i sto ns ifi. Mots 94 Detroit made a ■ 
team-record 1 5 3-pomters to win at New . 
Jersey, but foe Pistons’ coach, Doug 
Collins, missed the final quarter because 1 
of Alness. The Pistons’ remarkable - 
long-range shooting — - 15 of 23 cm 3- 
poinfcxs — gave Detroit a 90-64 lead by • 
the time foe fourth quarter started. 

nwitiiri 102, Books 08 Alvin ’ 
Robertson scored 25 points and Tracy 
Murray had 23 as Toronto ended a * 
three-game losing streak by winning at 
Milwaukee 

Rockoto 90, MxSn 84 Eldridge Re- 
casner made a 3-pointer just before the 
shot clock expired with 6.4- seconds left 
as Houston, welcomed back Hakeem 
Olajuwon and won its fust-home game 
since March 14. 

TVafl nim w m 98, Sons 91 In Phoenix, 
Arvidas Sabonis helped Portland make 
the playoffs for foe 14th straight season 
with a 3-point play, two free throws and 
a crucial rebound in tbe final two 
minutes as tbe Trail Blazers extended the 
NB A’-s longest current playoff streak. 

Bm«»s,i iiw r id ni W In Sacramento, 
Brian Grant scored 23 points and Mitch 
Richmond scored two 3-pointers in foe 
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Nick Van Exd, being restrained, 
argning with official Ron Garretson. 


cushion in the battle for the Western 
Conference’s final playoff spot. g 
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100 Days Before the Doves Fly, 
Atlanta’s Games Are in Crisis 
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By Eric Harrison 

Los Angeles Times Service 


lanta Committee for the Olympic 


ATLANTA — One hundred days be- 
fore the start of the Summer Olympic 
Games, tbe host city seems to have an 
identity crisis. Olympic and city of- 
ficials hope that will be tbe only crisis 
they face between now and foe Games, 
scheduled for July 19 to Aug. 4. 

Almost from foe day it was announced 
that the city would host tbe event,. At- 
lanta- has been gripped with insecurity 
ova- .whether it is sophisticated eno u g h, 
exciting enough, pretty enough or safe 
enough to host 2 minion visitors. 

Atlanta is brought to its knees each 
April when a mere 200,000 college stu- 
dents come to ciuise, drink and get rowdy 
during a bacchanal known as Freaknik. 
Businesses shut, residents leave town and 
it can take an hour for cars to move three 
Mocks. Locals have a. hard time envi- 
sioning a gathering larger than that. 

These is concern i about foe quality of 
Olympic construction. Workers tempor- 
arily abandoned a construction site last 
month after a five-ton truss fell from a 
roof being built over aseating area for an 
outdoor pooL No one was hurt, hot the 
accident happened almost a year to die 
day after a tight tower buckled ax foe . 


Tbe incidents have raised questions 


rush to complete construction in time. 
Olympic organizers maintain that the 
venues are safe. 

BiDy Payne, the committee’s presid- 
ent, says his only worry, from 
whether international iwirio"*? will boil 
over and affect foe participation of all 197 
countries included m the Olympic move- 
ment, is the scorching summer sun. 

“I wonder how close ive are going to 
come to m y prediction of 75 degrees in 
the su mmer. ” he said, referring to foe 
rafoer optimistic estimate he gave to the 
International Olympic Committee when 
Atlanta fust bid for the Games. 

Unlike ^Los Angeles, which netted a 
J D ^ ,on profit from hosting the 

1984 Games, Atlanta raganizers are op- 
erating with tally a small margin of • 
safety — $13 million, according to aud- 
itors. In Los Angeles — - the only other 
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city to stage the Olympics without gov- , 
eminent underwriting — the Games** 

Were nvuctlv n x- -.- ■ . 


Olympic stadium, kilting one worker. 

The worker’s family has filed a law- 
suit against the designers and the At- 


were mostly held in existing facilities. 
But $500 million is being spent on new 
Olympic yemtos in Atlanta, 

Organizers still have not raised all the 
5L7 brilion they need to stage the 
Crtunes but expect to raise foe remaining 
5195 million through ticket sales, 
.broadcast rights and joint -ventures. 


Hupm 






1 



SPORTS 


se 

an 

* 

ise 

arf 


uoi .=. 
» |n ^ 

***} 

:r ' 

hn»> . 
“‘■Of; 

: *; **&] 

■ -:jw. 


• p f* 

:-.v4 

“P^e 

’•i-'Hlirj 


'3). 


■-* 
' Gn 

v-_ 


- J%q 

• r" 


: <c 
■ ■-?■ 



.Marlins’ Leiter 
Tames the Padres 


The Associated Press 

■pje San Diego Padres cot 
tfreirfirst look at A1 Leiter, and 
the best-hitting club in the Na- 
ll®* 1 League hopes it* s a while 
before they meet agam 

After Leiter didliis part. the 
Matas’ offense cameaHve in 
the loth inning to produce a 

NUob mp^ 

5-2 victory that ended San 

EicgjO’S five-game w inning 

Making his second NL pitch- 
ing start. Letter was nearly un- 
touchable finishin g with eight 
strikeouts and only two w a Sta r. 
He helped hold the Padres to 
fewer than 10 hits for the first 
time in six games. Sari Diego 
scored 44 runs in their four pre- 
vious games. 

Tony Gwyna went two-fbr- 
four the only one of San 
Diego’s first four batters to get 
a hit. Leiter ended the ninth by 
striking out Ken Cam in m w h 0 
hit safely in San Diego’s first 
apix games. 

Leiter was the starting pitch- 
er in six of Toronto’s eight 
shutouts last year. 

"He’s .already probably one 

of the better power lefties in the 

league,” the Padres’ catcher, 
Brad Ausmus, said. “He has that 
kind of stuff. Hie throws low-to- 
mid 90s, and he hits his spots.” 

Devon White hit a two-run 
single to spark Florida’s five- 
run 10th timin g. Florida got 
only two hits in the 10th, but 
benefited from four walks a nd 
two errors. 

Fernando Valenzuela mudy. 


1% first start of the season for 
San Diego. Despite pit ching 
deep into the count, he shut out 
the Marlins for 5VS innings al- 
lowing just three hits. 

. “He had taken us far 

. enough/’ the Padres’ manager, 
Bnice Bochy, said. “His pitch 
«*™t was getting up there (86). 
For the first time out, he just did 
an outstanding job.” 

. Valeri 7i ida, who appeared 
twice in relief this season, still 
has a personal six-game win- 
ning streak dating to Aug. 22. 

Hat* ta. Had S Todd Hund- 
ley’s two-run homer *riA run- 
scoring single sparked New 
York to victory at Cincinnati, 
snapping the Mels’ three-game 
losing streak. 

The Mets took the lead on 
three consecutive RBI doubles 
in the fifth off John Smiley (fi- 
ll and sent 10 batters to die 
plate in a six-run ninth inning 
(Hants 3, Astros 1 Man Yvfl- 
hams’ s two-run, lOth-inmng 
double knocked in two runs, 
giving San Francisco its victory 
at Houston. 

Mark Carreon hit his third 
homer of the season for the 
Giants, giving them a 1-0 lead, 
but the Astros tied it with a run 
in the eighth,. 

Brawns 3, Dotfgsn 1 In Los 

Angeles, consecutive sixth-in- 
ning home runs by Ryan 
Klesko and Javy Lopez gave 
Atlanta’s John Smoltz (1-1) his 
first win. Smoltz, who struck 
out 10, took a four-hitter into 
the eighth before giving up a 
walk and a double. Terrell 
Wade and Mark Wohlers fin- 
ished up. 



Rangers Roll On, 
Edging White Sox 


Ton nenflh Aaocuod Pm 

Seattle’s Rich Amaral, left, colliding with catcher Dan Wilson while 
chasing a pop foul in the season opener In Detroit The Tigers won. 


The Associated Press 

The Texas Rangers remained 
baseball's oniv unbeaten team, 
defeating Chicago, 3-2, Tues- 
day for a club-record seventh 
Straight victory at fee start of a 
season. 

“It’s one of those things 
about a winning streak — it 
seems like everything goes 

right,” said shortstop Kevin E3- 
ster, who drove in the winning 
run and made a slick fielding 
play to stop a White Sox rally. 
“You get all the good bounces, 
all the good calls. It’s a great 
feeling. 

Kevin Gross pitched six 
strang innin gs and Elster 
doubled in the go-ahead run in 
the seventh to spoil Chicago’s 
home opens-. The Rangers' 7-0 
start is the best in the American 
League since the 1 987 Milwau- 
kee Brewers won their first 13 
games. The White Sox are 2-5, 
wife all their losses coming by 
one run. 

Yankees 7, Royals 3 In New 

York, the Yankees won their 
home opener amid snow and 
swirling winds. 

Although it snowed from fee 
first pitch to fee last at Yankee 
Stadium, flakes didn’t stick to 
the ground and the game was 
never halted by the umpires. 

Jim Leyritz had a pair of 
doubles as well as an RBI single 
in fee three-run fifth that helped 
fee Yankees end a three-game 
losing streak. 

All three runs that inning 
were unearned because of an 


error by shorn top Jose Offer- 
man of the Royals. 

Andy Petrine (2-0), at 23 the 
youngest pitcher to start a Yan- 
kees* home opener since 1910, 
allowed six hits. 

Rmd Sox 9, Twins 1 Tom Gor- 
don (1-1) pitched a complete 
game and new leadoff hitter 
Mike Greenwell drove in three 
runs in the makeup of 
Monday's snowed -out home 
opener at Fenway Park. Kevin 
Mitchell's two-run single high- 
lighted a four-run third far Bos- 
ton, and Mo Vaughn fait a two- 
run homer in the seventh. 

Bln* Jmym 5, Angsts O Pat 

Henigen pitched a five-hitter 
and Charlie O'Brien hit a two- 
run homer for fee Blue Jays at 
the Sky Dome. Henigen (2-0) 
struck out six and walked three 
for his fourth career shutouL 

Tigsrs 10 , Msrinsrt 9 Cecil 
Fielder's grand slam was the 
key to a six-run fourth inning 
ana fee Tigers held on to win 
their home opener. Alan Tram- 
mell and Travis Fryman also 
hornered for Detroit Ricky 
Jordan and Alex Rodriguez hit 
home runs for Seattle, which 
also hit six doubles and two 
triples. 

Drawers 10 , Athhrtfes 4 Ben 

McDonald dominated Oakland 
in his home debut and Milwau- 
kee got three homers. McDon- 
ald, who signed a two-year. $6 
mi 111 op contract wife fee Brew- 
ers in January after seven sea- 
sons in Baltimore, gave up five 
hits and struck out eight in six 
innings. 

Cleveland at Baltimore was 
postponed by rain. 


Star Forward, 
An Ex-Flame, 
Bums Calgary 

The Associated Press 

The Dallas Stars' forward, Joe 
Nieuwendyk, a former Flames' cap- 
tain, scored a goal and assisted on an 
overtime game-winner in a 4-3 vic- 
tory that stopped Calgary from en- 
suring itself a spot in the playofb of 
the Western Conference. 

“These games are enjoyable to 
play against teams that are trying to 
fight for the playoffs,” said 
Nieuwendyk, whose contract hol- 
dout wife fee Flames ended in 
December with a trade to Dallas. 

Nieuwendyk was greeted wife a 
chorus of boos just 38 seconds into 
the game when he fired a shot from 
his knees past Calgary’s goalie, Tre- 
vor Kidd. 

Kidd got much the same treat- 
ment as Nieuwendyk for a blunder 
that allowed fee Stars to send the 
game to overtime. With fee Flames 
nursing a one-goal lead and killing a 
penalty late in the third period, Kidd 
ventured into fee comer and fired 
the puck along the side boards. 

Kevin Hatcher, a Dallas defense- 
man. stopped fee puck and fired it 
into fee empty net 

“It was just a bad decision on my 
part, one of those things that hap- 
pen,” Kidd sakLRichard Matvichuk 
moved in from the point and bear 
Kidd wife a quick shot to the short 
side 1:53 into overtime. 

It was Nieuwendyk 's second trip 
bade to fee Saddledome since the 
trade that ended his eight years wife 
the Flames. He said Calgary fans 
have mellowed somewhat. "It 
wasn’t quite as bad this time, but I 
have to play through that and learn to 
live wife it" 
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A 

2 

667 
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A 
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New York 
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Boston 

2 5 
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Minnesota 
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■ Vi 
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2 

3 
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Chicago 

2 

5 

306 . 

1V6 

Kansas City 

2 

5 

-266 ' 

1H 


WEBTHVNtON 



Texas 
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0 
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Seattle 

4 

3 

571 

3 
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2 

I 

J 

500 
-206 ‘ 

316 
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BE 

Montreal 

5 

2 
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— 

Altaata 

A 

4 

500 

1% 
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3 

3 

-500 
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New York 

3 

A 
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2 

Florida 

3 
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575 
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COmiAL OrtABKMt 
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5 

2 

314 

• — 

Plttsfanrsp) 

4 

2 

567 

K 

CJndtmon 

4 

3 

571 

1 

SLLoub 

1 

4 

529 

2 

Houston 

3 5 

■TEST DtVOTOM 

3 75 

216 

Son Diego 

5 

2 

JU 

— 

Son Fraadscn 

4 

4 

500 

1% 

Los Angeles 

3 

6 

333 

3 

Colorado 

2 

5 

386 

3 

THOMT'S LM MOW 

AMERICAN LdAOUE 


Seattle 

3M m 

110-9 

12 1 


Detroit SIS MS DO*— 10 4 1 

Wotaott Merrtwt «, «Ms CO. Ayoto «J 
and Wfeorc Aldred, Kngie W. Myare TO. 
Levrb an, WDSanis (0 and Ftaberty. 

W-K«oofe 2 - 0 . L— Mutest 0 - 1 . 
Sv-WBam OJ. HRs— seaffie, Jordon 02, 


RodrigunnJ.DsMLAyran £2), TRsnmeB 
02, Haider (30. 

KoesesOly MS 011 106-3 7 4 

Nov Yack 010 030 Ms-7 ISO 

Honey, Orek CD, MognarrfB (7), VnJora £7), 
Jocsroe TO and Moefotanc Pvttttte, 
Wld usnn {72, Howe OX Wettstand TO and 
dnsiiL W - P ef gfta. 2-0. L— Haney, 0-1. 

S • 
11 1 

Langston, Springer M2 and Rteegas 
Kerrigan and O'Brien. w-Hfentgan, ML 
L-LangrtwUM. HR-TaR.(7Aten 02. 

000 SM— 1 7 0 

SIS 22s— t 0 1 

- Rodriguez, Hamafi KJ, Bennett £82 ml 
Myers Gordon rod Stanley. W— Gordon, 1-1. 
L-RodrignezD-T. HR— Bos. VOoghn (12- 
OriM . .M HO M3-4 7 0 

NUhnakn «n 4n eta— 5* « 2 

Vtan Poppet Montgomery (©, sraol £72 
and SMnbadu Wflfam (72; McDonald, 
Quperter £72, Ho yd (82, Fetters TO and 
MnPwijt. Laris PX W-McOoncdd. 1-0. 
L— Won Poppet 0-1.- HRs— Ooktonct Boron 
(32,. MORtam n).,MBpay«efr Uftxri.OV 
£3J,Vctenfinf22. ■ 

me- on iso— 3 s o • 

•20 0»-2 • 0 

Cross. Hondo (7); Hemcmen 0) and 
I toM S W Mccnttl Sknos 02. TDotnos 
(72. Kovchner (71, Hanamda*. 0) ml 
Katewice. W-Cross 2-0. L-TT»roaa, 0-1. 
9 U cn ncn ianCP- 

IMT10NAL LEAGUE 

HM Yeric SM 231 SM— 12 12 t 

Chdao B S 10 iso US— 5 t 4 

Unghoosoa. Henry [82. Prbioo £32 mi 
Hundley; Smfloy, Rnffln (6), He r nandez £82, 
Moore 92, Show 0) and QSver, Taubensee 
(7). W Is Wute, l-o. L— Sroiey, 0-1. 
S v ft nn co DO. HRs— New York, Hundtoy 
(32. ODCfcmatl Groene CO. 

SrsRaacbco OM ise oo« 2-3 8 • 
Hanrtoe OSS 000 SIS S-l « 1 
(latantagS) 

Watsoiu Juden TO, Beck. (1© ml 
Montextajs Dntoefc Young (7), Tataria TO, 
Jones 002 and Eusebio. W-Jwtan 1-Ot 
b-TWhak n, 0-1. S e-Bedt 0). HR— Son 
F ne> fan y GmiouI (3). 

JUMP' 001 MB MO-3 7 0. 

las Angeles SM sio sa*— 1 s l 


Snob Wads CH2, MWriere TO and Lopez; 
Astacfcv Osuna £7), Curamtap OB}. Kcd TO 
and Pinna. W — S mo te, 1-1. U-Astocto. ML 
Sv— Wohlers 0). HRs-Mfonto, Klesko M. 
Lopez CD. 

Ffarido . OM SM OM 5-5 7 S 
SvDkgo 000 000 OM 2-2 f 2 

nstaatags) 

AJj—Bt Nen (1© and C Johnson Natal 
£10); VAdenzuete Sanders (6), BUr TO. 
node (10 andAinmts.W-A.LMer, 2-0. 
L-atabwi. 
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Washington 

36 

39 

M 

19 
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X 

46 
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2556 

New Jersey 

29 

47 
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2656 

nm If^iTiTr. 
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60 
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3956 
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z-Chicogo 

66 

9 
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47 

29 
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1956 
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43 

32 
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23 

Detrob 

42 

33 
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24 

Atlanta 

42 
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2416 
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39 

37 
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2756 

MRwaukee 

23 
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43 

Toronto 

30 

56 

36 3 

4656 
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571 
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26 

50 

542 

29 

Data 

34 

52 

J16 

31 

Vancouver 

12 

63 
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47 
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527 

1256 
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36 
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20 
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39 

37 

513 

21 
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35 
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567 
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534 

27 
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Kflnched ptayoff spa* 
y-OndMd ©vMan 
l-won conference ttBe 


- o*moN Mtwno—m 

xnjumc dtvkjon 

. W L Pd 68 

y-Ortundo . S5 20 J33 — 

X-NewYoriC '45 31 392 1054 

Miami 37 38 403 10 


27 20 21 17—03 
KewYort 30 31 10 10-97 

B: Ssan 10-14 3-4 23; Wesley 7-12 1-3 15- 
M.Yj Mason 7-12 7-S 21; Ewtog Ml 10-12 
2&Rekaands— Boston 47 (Edison, Usler 10. 
New Yote 40 (Ewtngll). Assists— SostonlS 
(Fas Minor 4). N.Y. 25 (Starts, Ha/per 8). 
Detroit 28 29 33 21—111 

NevJonoy 24 22 11 30— *4 

DrTtmrpeO-12 3-521; Houston 7-16 6-023. 
NJ; Bnnfley 10-15 S-7 25; Graham 5-13 2-3 
14. Ref unds DtpoB 54 [HD 13), New 
Jersey 45 IWBbm 0. Assists— Depot 24 
(HD 9), New Jersey D (ChBdsU. 

LA. Lasers 19 34 17 21-91 

Denver 27 32 19 20 -n 

LA-- Cehalas 6-13 0-2 14; DNoc 8-15 3-4 


19. D: LABS 7-14 3-4 17; DABs 6-11 64 
30. Rebounds— Las Angeles 49 (Dlvoc 9}, 
Denver 75 (Mutamba 17). Assists— Las 
Angeles 20 (Dlvac, Van Exel Threat) 4), 
Denver 19 (Rase 0. 

Toronto 38 19 22 23-102 

Mawaokee 22 25 30 19- 94 

T: Muncy 9-18 44 23; Robertson 10-1 9 4-8 
25. M: Baker 11-18 3-4 2&- Robinson 9-23 2-2 
20 Newman 612 5-10 21. Rebounte- 
Torordo 52 (Robertson 10, Mlwoukee 55 
(Bober 16). Assists— Toronto 24 (Christie. 
Robertson 0, MBml 21 ! Robinson, Douglas. 
Hewman4). 

VOecowrer 17 19 30 10- 04 

Haistoe 22 22 17 29- 90 

V: Murdock 7-17 *6 19} Scott 7-13 60 17. 
H: Otapiwon 615 4-4 20 Reawner 611 64 

20. PHiiwmlT Vancouver 49 (Avert 1©, 
Houston 41 (Otaluwon 0. Onlrts 
Vancouver 24 (Murdock 99, Houston 27 
(Recasner, EDe, Dresdarti. 

27 II 20 25- 90 

22 10 24 25- 91 

PaGrort 9-15 1-2 21; CJhtenon 618 5-6 
2A Shlddand 616 11-13 23. Pi Barkley 9-20 
36 21; Johnson 1630 56 27. Reboaads- 
Rorttand 49 (5abonb 13), Phoenix 65 

(J-WOtoms 1©- Assists— Portland 24 

(Shttlond 10, Phoenbr36 (Johnson 1©. 

25 14 34 23—86 
24 26 19 26-95 
D: McCloud 14-W t-l 3ft Harris 6102-4 1& 
5: Gronfl618 1-1 2Se Rktenond 612 3-2 11 
BM OQO d o- DMas 50 (Jones 11), 
Sacramento 50 (Poiynfce 10. Assists- 
DMas 21 (Kidd 11), Sacramento 26 
(Rldunond, Edney S. 

■OHMMI'1 MOHIMMaw 

SEMFINALS 

PanrtWaaikos 81. CSKA Moscow 71 
Barcelona 76, Rod Madrid 66 


HOCKEY 


NHL Stanmmqs 


X-N.Y. Rangers 41 34 14 96 

Florida 40 30 9 89 

Washington 38 30 11 87 

New Jersey 36 31 12 84 

Tampa Bay 36 © 12 84 

N.Y. islanders 21 50 8 50 

NoimcAer orvisoN 
y-P Ittsburgh 48 27 4 100 

Martred 40 31 9 89 

Boston 38 X 11 87 

Hartford X 37 9 75 

Buffalo X 42 7 67 

Ottawa 17 57 5 39 


266 225 
251 226 
226 197 
209 190 
232 242 
217 307 

350 269 
258 340 
273 260 
232 252 
235 257 
10 279 


Cologne a Borusski Dortmund 0 
miiwsnti Borossia Dortmund 53 
points. Bayern Munich S3. Baussia 
Moencheogtedbach 44, VfB Stuttgart 39. 
SchaOce 39, Hansa Rostock 3* 1660 Munich 
34 Hamburg 36 Kartanihe 3A Freiburg 34 
Bayer Leverkusen 32, SL PouD 3Z Wenier 
Bremen©. Cotogne 28. Fartuna Ouescehtarf 
27. Etntiadn Frankfurt 27. KaBersioutom25, 
Uar©ngenl7. 


TRANSITIONS 


CENnULMVMON 


y-DeooS 
x-CMoago 
SL Louis 
Toronto 
Wbedpeg 


W L T 
59 13 7 
X 27 13 

32 33 15 

33 35 12 
35 X 6 
25 40 14 


Pts BF GA 
125 ©0 175 
91 263 211 
79 215 243 
78 239 244 
76 266 278 
<4 219 268 


anANneomoiON 

W L T Pts BF OA 
x-PMadetphla 42 24 13 97 271 204 


^Colorado 45 24 10 100 312 2X 

Cotaary 33 36 11 77 235 235 

Vancouw © 35 15 77 273 278 

Anaheim 33 38 B 74 221 235 

Edmonton X 42 8 68 234 294 

LosAngetes 22 39 18 62 242 29T 

Scm Jase X 53 7 47 250 345 

y-cflndied cRridon tine 
x-cBncbed ptayoff root 

TUESDAY'S HSUL7 

Dafles 10 2 1—4 

Odom 111 0—3 

First Period: D-Nleuwendyk 14 (GOcftrfst 
Sydort 30. 2. C-Nykmder 15 CLemtaa. 

Zatopksi). Second Period: C-Targojev 6 

(Titov. McCarthy). Third Period: C-ZatapsU 
12 (AtoeftO (pp). 5. D-Sydar 3 (Hogue, 
Ledyardl (pp). 6 D-K-Krteher IS. (PpL 
OverBtoe— 7, D-Mahrichuk 4 (Modom 
Nieuwendyk). Stott on goat D- 11-69- 
2—77. c - 9-1 1-11-1-32. Coales: D-Moog. C- 
KJdCL 


Hrmsa Rostock 1, Uenfingen 0 
Sdlfllie 1, Bayer Leverkusen 1 
Kartsiuhe 1. 1860 Munich 1 
BntracM Frtmkfurta VfB Stuttgnrl 2 


Au»re2r BardeausO 
Nice 1 Paris SG 2 
MontpeBs-l, Nantes 0 
Rennaa.SataPEfltoMO 
Strasbourg 1, Coma 0 
Le HavreO Gueugnon 2 
Morrtgues 1, Lflo 0 

«rai— laoi Auserre 64 Ptnh st Ger- 
main 63, Lens 58, Metz 5a MampeDler 57, 
Monaco 55, Rennes 52, Strasbourg 5G 
GutogampSa Nantes 47. Batito 41 Lyon 42, 
Le Havre 42. Cannes 37, Bordeaux 36. Mce 
36 St Etienne 32, Cueugnan » LHte 30, 
Marttgues25. 

scenuH maun MinsaoN 

Potflcfc a Aberdeen 0 
(Match aband o ned utter 39 minutes due to 
BoocOghtfODure). 

.CUP 
r hound 
ceno Porteno z EspoB l 
San Jose Z Junior 
Unlvonidad GatoSon Z Bototopo 1 
San Lorenzo 4 Minerven 0 


NATIONAL LEAGUE 

ATLANTA— PU LHP Pedro Barton an 16 
day dbrtried fist Bought cun t ind of LHP 
Tom Thobe from Richmond, |(_ 

Florida— O pltaned LHP Yorkls Perez to 
OiariallBk It- Recalled LHP Joel Adamson 
tram Charlotte. 

san nuwascD— Optioned RHP Chris 
Hook to Phoenbt, PCL Pul C KM Mantaalng 
on 15-doy dbaWednst Recalled OF Mmto 
Benard and C Marcus Jensen from Pitoenh. 


NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION 
TORONTO— Slpied C Dot OSuSvanto 10- 
day contract 


NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEABUE 

ARUONA— Signed S Matt Darby and DT 
Kml Dunbar. 

ATLANTA— Aoraedto tenia with DE Shane 
Dranetton 2 -y e ar c onT iu cL Re-signed G Nate 
MBIer. 

Kansas ary— Re-signed LB Tracy 
Rogers. 

n.y. oums— Ro-dgned TE Howard Crass 
toAyearcontiocl 

PHILADELPHIA— Resigned DT Kevin 
Jotiroan tel -year cantracL Signed FBAdm 
Wotter. CB Mflce GtBocto T Eric Jonassai, S 


SECOND HOUIB, SECOND LEO 
Reraol, Corinthian s l 
(Aggregate score 1-1. Corinthim win on 
away goals). 

MnUunOKUMOMT 

Turkey I. Azerbagan 0 


RUGBY 


nat 
Otago 33 Note 32 


Hrtttax 3 acasfletarri 34 


DENNIS THE MENACE PEANUTS 


CALVIN AND HOBBES 
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Rochester, AHL Recafled G John Blue and 
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LW Barrie Moore tram Roctasta. 
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Adi rand ark. AHL 

Edmonton— S ent G Fred BratfiwaN& LW 

Ralph intranuovoand D Greg deVries to Cape 

Breton. AHL 
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haktfobd— S igned F Byron Ritchie to 
multiyear contract md assigned trim to 

Springfield. AHL Assigned C Brian Seconi to 
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ART BUCHWALD 


Convention Problems 


Virgil Thomson, Starving Where Food Was Good 


W ASHINGTON — Both 
political parties face 


YV political parties face 
serious convention problems. 
The Republicans are in 
trouble because Par Buchan- 
an is demanding prime time to 


speak at our convention? 
we'll give him prime time on 
the last night and have Barbra 
Streisand introduce him.*' 


give a speech denouncing 
everyone in attendance. If 


everyone in attendance. If 
they don't give 
him what he 
wants, Pat has 
vowed to go on 
a hunger strike 
in a Rio Grande 
refugee camp. 

The problem 
for the Demo- 
aats is that Buchwa j d 
they have four 
days with nothing to put on 
except Chelsea’s clogging 
club. 

& is a very difficult situ- 
ation. One solution has been 
suggested by Carter Corn- 
wall, the Democratic enter- 
tainment chairman. 

He told the committee. 
“What do you think about 
inviting Pat Buchanan to 


Dam Site Yields 
Relics in China 


All the committee mem- 
bers whistled. 

“What a great idea. We'll 
assure him drat he can say 
anything be wants about the 
Republicans and dump all 
over Dole and those who 
helped the senator become 
the nominee. He can go after 
the parry platform, the mod- 
erate delegates and question 
Colin Powell's war record. 
We’ll have the biggest audi- 
ence in political history.' 1 

“How can we be sure that 
Par will accept?” 

“Where else can be go? 
The Republican mainstream 
wants no pan of him. The last 
I heard they offered him a 
spot after the David Letter- 
man show. In San Diego 
they've given him only two 
tickets in the balcony for him 
and his sister. His pass won’t 
even let him into the Anti- 
Abortion Hospitality Room. 
We can do better (ban that” 


The way to write American music is simple. 
AU you have to do is to be an American and 
then write any kind of music you wish. There 
is precedent and model here for all the kind. 
And any Americanism worth bothering about 
is everybody’s property anyway. 

— Virgil Thomson, 1948 


By Tun Page 

Washington Pas! Service 


W ASHINGTON — These lines — suc- 
cinct, straightforward, plausible — are 
typical of Virgil Thomson’s music criticism, 
and his own compositions are equally direct. 
This year marks Thomson’s centenary and 
we will be hearing a lot about him (and, 
through the legacy of his music and words, 
from Him as welll in die next few months. 

Already, RCA Gold Seal has reissued his 
1947 recording of “Four Saints in Three 
Acts,” the strange and beautiful opera be 
created with Gertrude Stein in 1928. A pro- 
duction of the same work, directed by theater 
visionary Robert Wilson, was presented in 
Houston earlier this year and is going to New 
York’s Lincoln Center this summer. Earlier 
this season, tire National Symphony Orchestra 
played Thomson's “Seine at Night” and 
“Sea Piece With Birds. "And, in the faQ, what 
promises to be a massive and authoritative 
biography by New York Times critic Anthony 
Tommasini is due from W. W. Norton. 



wanted to set it in Spain. “ She then chose (and 
I agreed) two Spanish sairus^Teresa of Avila 
anrf Tgiwti ns i-nvofa.” Thomson WTOtC. “The 
feet that tbese two never knew each other did 
not seem, to either of us an inconvenience.” 

“Four -Sab** in Ttaee Acts’* was com- 
pleted in 1928 but waited six years for a 
waging . The premiere fmafiy took place on 
Feb. 7. 1934, at the Wadsw o rt h Athcn c um in 


Hanford, Connecticut, produced by a group 
called the ftieads and Enemies of Modem 


This year marks the centenary of Thomson, a critic as well as a musician. 


Who was Virgil Thomson? He was a com- 
ser who took 20th-century music back to its 


B ELTING — Archaeolo- 
gists have found relics up 


XJ gists have found relics up 
to 6,000 years old during ex- 
cavations for central China's 
Three Gorges dam project, 
the Xinhua news agency re- 
ported Wednesday. 

More titan 20,000 square 
meters (five acres) of land at 
historical sites has been ex- 
cavated in search of hidden 
treasures, Xinhua said. These 
sites are soon to be flooded 
for the creation of a huge 
reservoir in the Three 
Gorges. 

The discoveries have con- 
tributed to historians’ under- 
standing of the origin and de- 
velopment of China’s written 
characters, it said. 


“Suppose Pat attacks us 
instead of the Republicans?” 

* ‘Why would he attack us? 
We’ve never done anything 
to him. The Republican Party 
did him in in Florida. When 
he gets going on them at our 
convention, they’ll wish they 
had given him a full hour an 
‘60 Minutes.’ Who would 
Tike to go and invite him?” 

"I will. Pat and I were 
raised in the same kenneL” 

“Be sure and tell him that 
we love him and we might 
even find a good job for him 
when Clinton gets reelec- 
ted.” 

“What are we going to of- 
fer him?" 

“Ambassador to Mex- 
ico?” 


poser who took 20th-century music lack to its 
most elementary roots (at a time when most of 
his colleagues were piling complexity on 
complexity) and created works that were, 
somehow, both fresh and stimulating. He is 
the critic who debunked “the masterpiece 
syndrome,” “the music appreciation racket” 
and, in his very first review for the New York 
Herald Tribune in 1940, announced that the 
New York Philharmonic was no longer a part 
of the city’s “intellectual life.” 

It was always difficult to be objective 
about such an unusual man (particularly so in 
my case, since 1 knew Thomson and waked 
with him on collecting his letters and cri- 
ticism). As a determinedly consonant com- 
poser during an era when dissonance was 
deified, he was often dismissed as a re- 
actionary or even a rank amateur; only late in 
life did he begin to receive bis (fee. His 
criticism was more readily accepted among 
musicians — indeed, most would have 
agreed that it set new standards for clarity 
and wit — but often angered the lay public. 


which couldn’t abide Thomson’s irreverent 
approach so stars such as Jascha Heifetz, 
Vladimir Horowitz and Arturo Toscanini or 
his lack of sympathy for Richard Wagner and 
what he called “cold climate” composers 
such as the Finnish Jean Sibelius and the 
Russian Dmitri Shostakovich. 

Thomson was, as they say, a “character.” 
When be died in 1989, be was the last 
surviving member of the charmed circle of 
artists, writers and musicians who had found 
a haven in Paris during the 1920s. They were 
dubbed die “lost generation”; Thomson 
himself hated the description. “Nobody in- 
volved was any more 'lost' than young 
people are at any other time,” he wrote in 
1973. “And anyway, the term was from the 
beginning without much in its favor save as 
personal publicity for Ernest Hemingway.” 

Hemingway was only one of the authors 
Thomson knew; some others included Janies 
Joyce, Ezra Pound. William Faulkner. Tru- 
man Capote, Paul Bowles, Edward Albee and, 
of course. Stem. His circle of friends included 
everybody from Orson Welles and Rita Hay- 
worth to John Lennon to Laurie Anderson. An 
invitation to dine at Thomson’s suite in Man- 
hattan’s elegantly raunchy Chelsea Hotel was 


a status symbol for almost 50 years. The food 
and wine were certain to be choice, the com- 
pany lively and talented. 

Still, despite die feet that he divided most of 
Ms career between New Yaric and Pans, 
Thomson remained proud of his Midwestern 
roots, and the Baptist hymn melodies of bis 
childhood were never fas from the surface of 
his music.Vxrgjl Garnett Thomson 1 was bom in 
Kansas City (hi Nov. 25, 1896. His cousin Lela 
Gamett gave him his first piano lessons when 
be was 5. Before that, he had improvised 
“with flat bantfe and the jftill arm, always with 

the pedal down and always loud, bathing in 
musical sound at its most intense, naming my 
Creations after the Oiirag n fire and STmilar 
events,” as he recalled in Ms 1966 auto- 
biography . 

He served in the National Guard during 
World War L after which he moved to Paris 
(“I prefer to starve where the food is good,” 
be explained). There he studied theory and. 
counterpoint with the legendary Bench ped- 
agogue Nadia Boulanger. And there be struck 
up Ms difficult friendship with Gertrude 
Stein. 

Stein and Thomson decided to write an 
opera together in 1927. Hie suggested 


called the ftreods and Enemies of Modem 
Music. By then, an e x h ae adZnar y array of 
creative people tad joined the troupe — John 
Houseman to direct, Frederick Ashton to su- 
pervise the choreography, and the elusive, 
reclusive artist Florine Stenhebner to design 
tite sets (she did them up entirely in cel- 
lophane). Thomson selected an all-Mack cast 
(he told Stein that be he admired “their 
rhythm, their style, and especially their dic- 
tion”). Despite foe tide, the opera was in four 
acts (with one intermission) and i ncl u ded 
more than 30 saints. • 

It was heady stuff for Depression-era 
Hartford and. in retrospect, it is easy to 
understand the confusion with -which “Four 
Saints” was met. “Do not try to understand 
the words of tins opera titeraHy, nor seek in 
doe tmitic of it undue references to modem 
Spain,” Thomson warned. “If, through die 
poet’s fiberties with logic and the com- 
poser’s constant use of the plainest musical 
language, soraeshfeg is evoked of the inner 
gaiety and strength of lives consecrated to a 
noranaterial end, tihe authors will consider 
Their labors rewarded.” 

He also wrote two other operas, ttaee sym- 
phonies, conc ert os for ceflo and flute, an or- 
chestral trilogy, sacred works, ballets and 
chamber music- Finally, there were hundreds 
of brief mosied portraits — usually for piano 
b u t sometimes frt larger forces — in which an 
indfridoal “rat”’ for impromptu musical de- 
piction. ' 

But composition was only one of the fields 
in winch Thomson distinguished himself. 
From 1940to 1954. he was the chief music 
critic fixr fee New York. Herald Tribune. A 
shrewd musical politician, Thomson was 
candid about his reasons for accepting the 
job: “The general standard of music re- 
viewing in New York had sunk so far that 
almost any change might bring improve- 
ment. Also Ithought perhaps my presence in 
a post . so p rortynent mi ght stimulate per- 
formance of my works.” 
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Brando has telephoned, 
the Simon Wiesenthal Center 
in Los Angeles to apologize 
for comments he made about 
Jews in Hollywood, the dean 
and founder of the center said. 
Brando “expressed his re- 
morse” to Rabbi Marvin 
Hier and agreed to visit the 
center’s Museum of Toler- 
ance this week and “make a 
public statement regarding 
this matter,” Hier said. 
Brando, 72, was criticized by 
Jewish groups after remarks 
during an interview on CNN. 
“Hollywood is run by Jews. 
It is owned by Jews and they 
should have a greater sens- 
itivity abort the issue of 
people who are suffering,” 
Brando said. Hier said of 
Brando: “He told me he was 
an early supporter of Israel. I 
told bum, ‘Marion. I never 
thought you were an anti- 
Semite, but tiie wends you 
used on Larry King were mu- 
sic to the ears of racists and 
bigots all over the world-’ ” 

□ 

Relatives of the late Grate- 
ful Dead guitarist Jerry Gar- 
cia are furious that some of 
his ashes w ere scattered on 
the Ganges River in India, the 
San Francisco Chronicle re- 
ported, saying neither Gar- 
cia’s brother. Cliff, nor any of 
his four daughters had been 
notified of plans to take the 
rode guru’s remains to India. 
“This was all done 100 per- 
cent without our know- 
ledge,” Garcia’s daughter 
AnnabeUe, 25, was quoted as 
saying by the Chronicle. “It 
is gut-churning, to say the 
least” 



Rushdie’s latest novel, “The 
Moor’s Last Sigh.” eight 
months after a .customs of- 
ficer told the importers of the 
book to suspend distribution. 
The book had come in for 
severe criticism from the 
Hindu gove rnm ent of the 
western Indian state of Ma- 
harashtra and is not availably 
in bookstores in the state cap- 
ital, Bombay. The Hindu na- 
tionalist Sfev Sena party, 
which rules Maharashtra, has 
rJahner l that ooe of the char- 
acters in the book boars an 
unflattering resemblance to 
the leader of the party, Bal 
Thackeray. 




Days after the illusionist 
David CopperfieW sued far 
$1 millio n, claiming the Bat- 
mobile he bid $189,500 for 
last month was a fraud, the 
car’s owner has countersued 
to get the money. The ma- 
gician apparently believed he 
was bidding muhe Batmobile 
used in the 1989 film “Bat- 
man,” but found out later the 
car was one of .five built for 
promotional purposes only. A 
deal is a deal, said Andrew 
W. VorznneiY the attorney 
representing the car’s owner, 
Michael Eisenberg. “Mr. 


CHERRY BLOSSOMS — Prime Minister Ryntaro 
Hashhnoto and his wife greeting the spring in Tokyo. 
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French actor Jean-Paid 
Belmondo has refined his re- 
marks about the distribution 
of American movies in 
France. He says he’s tired of 
Reach movie distributors he 
calls powerless in the face of 
Hollywood. Belmondo is 


angry that his latest movie, 
“DdsinS,” is being shown in 
only 20 theaters. “The big 
French movie distributors are 
tiie Trojan horse of tiie Amer- 
ican cinema,” Belmondo told 
the Paris daily Le Figaro. “I 
do not condemn the Amer- 
ican cinema, I am against all 
forms of censorship. But I 
would like the public to be 
able to judge by itself.” 

□ 

Lisa Leeson, wife of Nick 
Leeson, whose deals brought 
down Britain's Barings Bank, 
will join Richard Branson’s 


aariine Virgin Atlantic as a 
stewardess, the company said. 
Leeson, 27, will start her car- 
reer on trans-Atlantic, routes. 
Hernew job will cutthe cost of 
visiting her jailed husband in 
Singapore to just 10 percent of 
the normal fere once she is 
eligible for discount flights. 
NickLeesonisseivingapris- 
on tenn of six anda half years 
on fraud charges after he tried 
to conceal losses he ran up of 
$13 billion. 


al Warner Brothers’ licenced 
Batmobile, and no sleight of 
haodfean change that,” Varz- 
imer sand. 


The Indian yiv wnnjBnthfl^ 
approved tiie sale of Salman 


Tunofhy Leary, the LSD 
entisosjastwho is now ill wf^ 
prostate cancer, said he was 
moved to tears by a phone call 
from a ’60s band, the Moody 
Blots. The British group re- 
cently retnmexl to the studio 
to remake its 1974 song “Le- 
gend of a Mind,” winch in- 
cluded the repeated lyric 
“Tlmofliy - Leaiy.'s dead." 
The band sang a new version 
over the phone to him with foe 
revised lyric “Timothy Leary 
lives.” 
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with AT&T you on place 
calls to the U.S. (and to over 210 
countries) quickly and easily. Just 
take your calling card, dial the AT&T 
Access dumber for the country 
you're in, and you’ll be caaoeaed to 
an English-speaking operator or 
voice prompt within seconds. You'll 
be home in no time. Fast, easy call- 
ing worldwide. That's Your True 
CboioeP/a&r. 
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